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April Happenings

The201516 schoolyegr is goingdown to the wire, but many
thingsared K I LILJSagbungitize department..

A colloquiumis scheduledor April 18 at 3:30
PMin 207 NRCThespeakerDr. JessPorter of
the University of Arkansad.ittle Rock,
receivedhis PhDfrom OSUGeographyn 2007
in the first cohort of doctoral graduateswe
produced The title of his presentation is
G/ 2t f | oppadiiniiiesidrs standalone
geographer Addingplaceto the story of Little ;‘
RockhousingandNJ OS ¢ '

ThelnternationalBeer,Wine,and CheeseéPartywill be held on
Fridayevening April 22 at Tom2 A | hdn@startingat 7 PM.
Sponsored by the RS LJ- NIi G&myhia (Theta Upsilon
chapter, this is a chanceto sample exotic beveragesand
cheesedrom aroundthe world. Bringan entry for any (or all)
of the categoriesfor judging and plain old eating Prizesfor
the top wine, beer,andcheeseare likely!

The 2016 GeographyAwards Gathering will take place on
Friday,April 29 starting at 5:00 PM in the Murray Hall Parlor
Seepage3 In this newsletterfor more details

Asthe semesterwinds down, here are someimportant dates
to remember.

A PreFinalsweek April 25-29

A Finalsweek May 2-6

A GraduateHoodingCeremonyMay 6, 7 PM

A UndergraduateCommencementMay 7, 1 PM (A&S)

A SummerSchoolSessiorl beginsMay 16

A SummerSchoolSession® and 3 beginJune6
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News From Around the Department

OSUGeographerswere busy working and playing in San Franciscolate last month.
Besidegheir manyposter, paper,and panelpresentations

A Colton Flynn was the winner of the Gail Hobbs Student Paper Competition
sponsoredoy the GeographyEducationSpecialtyGroup(GES{E Hispaperwastitled
"AnExperientialBasedLearningMethod Aimingto Improve SpatialAwareness

A JordanBrashemwaselectedto one of two graduatestudentrepresentativepositions
on the CulturalGeographySpecialtyGroup(CGS&oard

ThomasCraighas been awarded the 2016 E Willard and Ruby S Miller Geography
EducationResearclGrantfrom the National Councilfor Geographi&ducation(NCGE)

Amanda Weber has been extended a conditional offer of employment from the
NationalGeospatialntelligenceAgency(NGA. Shehastentatively beenselectedfor an
intelligence position with a focus on human geography She plansto finish her PhD
before movingonto the positionwith NGA

CarlosCordovawas the featured speakerfor the 8" Annuald t £ I P¢dpla&Beyond
Lectureon April 8 at the EdmonLowLibrary Theseriesis hostedby the OklahomaState
University Libraryand Departmentof PlantBiology,Ecologyand Evolutioneachspring
Carlosgave a presentation titted dCrimea Environmentalchangefrom the ancient
GreekColoniego the Putin9 NMbasedon his recentbook Crimeaand the BlackSea An
EnvironmentaHistory.
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2015-16 Awards Gathering

On April 29, the annualGeographyAwardsGatheringwill take placein the Murray Hall

Parlor Lightrefreshmentswill be servedstartingat 5:00 PM, with the AwardsCeremony
starting at 5:30 and GammaTheta Upsiloninductions immediately thereafter. Nearly
$10,000 of awardsand scholarshipswill be distributed

201516 RecognitionAwards

JohnF. RooneyJt Scholarshigor OutstandingJunior($2,000)
A&SOutstandingSenior

RobertE NorrisMemorial Scholarshigor Outstandinglst YearMS Student($1,500)
Robertand LucyFite Scholarshigor Outstandinglst YearPhDStudent($2,000)
JerryCroftand FamilyAwardin Geographid&ducation($1,400)

SusarShaullMedal for Excellencen Teaching$2,000 and plaque)

o Too T To o I

201617 TravelAwards
A StephenW. TweedieTravelScholarshig$350)
A NorrisConferenceTravelAward ($350)

Other awardsand honors earned
by students staff, or faculty (on
campusor off) will be recognized
so if you received some type of
award or scholarshipin the past
year, pleaselet Jon Comer know

! Geography

* 2015-16 &
GEOGRAPHY *

so he canadd it to the list to be AWARDS
announcedat the Gathering GATHERING
)

* * T

WHEN: FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016, 5:00-7:00 PM
(Awards presentation and GTU initiation will begin at 5:30)

WHERE: MURRAY HALL PARLOR

LIGHT SNACKS AND SOFT DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED


mailto:jon.comer@okstate.edu?subject=Awards
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Graduate Education Week 2016

April 11-15 was Graduate Education Week at OSU Many events were
sponsoredo both celebratestudentresearchandrecognizeall involvedwith
graduateeducationat OSU On Thursdayevening,Geographywasone of 15
programson campusto present student researchposters at the Cowboy
Graduate Student ResearchGalain the Starlight Terrace VP for Research
KennethSewellgavethe keynoteaddress

In addition to Matt Haffner Nick Rose,and KeeleyHeiseshown below with
our display, faculty members Brad Bays, Jon Comer, Emily Fekete Amy
Frazier,and Adam Mathews also helped staff the event Many thanksto all
for comingout to help with the event
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Graduate Defenses

Springis usually a busy time for student defenses,and this year was no

different:

A BenHemingwaysuccessfullydefendedhis creative componenton March
28 and is set to receive his MS degreein May. He will enter the OSU
programasa graduateresearchassociatan the summer

A JordanBrasher(below right) successfullydefendedhis thesison April 15
and will alsoreceivehis MS next month. Jordanis headinghome to the
Universityof Tennessedhis fall to pursuehisPhD

A BrianGilson(below left) alsosuccessfullylefendedhis thesison April 15
andwill receivehis MSat the end of the semesterHe beginshis doctoral
studieshereat OSUn the fall.

KeeleyHeiseand YunZhao(right) are
now doctoral candidates(ABDas we
say)after successfullydefendingtheir
dissertationproposalson March2 and
April 11, respectively

Dr Finchum introduced a new
pedagogical device for use at
defenses.
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Bowling

OnApril 6, the sort-of-annualBowlingCompetitiontook placebetweenthe Facultyand
Staff Team(FASTand the AmalgamatedstudentSquad FASTpinnedthe studentsearly
and often, and while the studentstried to split before the final frame, FASTtalked
turkey and took possessiorof the trophy by averagingl16 pins per person(averaged
across/ playersfor 2 games)versusa 96 averagefor the students Mike Larsonled FAST
with the high game (164) and 2-game average(147), while AlysonGreinerwas close
behind averaging137. Nicky Wu, Tom Wikle, Adam Mathews, Emily Fekete and Jon
Comerroundedout FAST

TeddyBreigled the student team (113) with Ava Keenen,JarydHinch KeeleyHeise
LaurenWood,HaydenHarrison,and NickRose

<o
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Scenes from the Bay Area

Napa Valley

Incoming faculty member Peter Kedron
with TomWikleand Adam Mathews

Jordan, Kim, and Stephanie visited
Yosemite National Park



