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MarchHappenings

DespiteSpringBreak,the departmenthasbeenfull of activity
this month with plenty to goduringthe final week.

The2nd GeographyStudyAbroadtrip to Cubaoccurredfrom
March12-19, led by DaleLightfootandJonComer. Seepage5
for more info andphotos.

The month is capped off by the annual pilgrimage of
geographersfrom around the world, including Stillwater, to
the meetings of the Associationof American Geographers
which takesin SanFranciscothis year. Goodluck finding very
manyfacultyaroundMurrayHallnextweek!

Lookingaheadto April,manyeventsdot the calendar:

ÅBowl-a-ramaςApril 6, 6:30 PM,FrontierLanes
ÅColloquium,Dr. JessPorterςApril 18, 3:30 PM,207NRC
Å InternationalBeer,Wine,& CheesePartyςApril 22, 7 PM,

homeof Dr. Wikle
ÅGeographyAwardsGatheringςApril 29, 5:30 PM, Murray

HallParlor



News from Around the Department
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March was an excitingmonth for the AAPGF-OSUGISConsortium. Texas,the first map
from the GeologicHighwayMaps(GHM)project passedthe final reviewwith only minor
modifications. Current and former graduate and undergraduate students from
GeographyandGeologyhaveworkedon this mapover the pasttwo years. Thereviewed
draft of the TexasGHMhasbeenhangingin the hall outsidethe CartographyLabasthe
March Map of the Month. Alongwith the TexasRegion, we havethree other regionsin
variousstagesof production. Thismonth alsomarkedapprovalfor a fifth GHMproject:
the NorthernRockyMountain Region,whichwill keepusbusy.

Amy Frazierand Tom Wikle publishedan article in The ProfessionalGeographertitled
άwŜƴŀƳƛƴƎand Rebrandingwithin U.S. and CanadianGeographyDepartments,1990-
2014έ. Thisarticleexaminesthe renamingandrebrandingtrendsof the pastfew decades
aswell asthe intendedandunexpectedfactorsasperceivedby faculty.

TheGEOG6210seminar(HistoricPreservation)took a quickfield trip on March22nd to
checkout someof Stillwater'smore interestingexamplesof mid-centurymodern(1946-
1976) domestic architecture. Among the highlights were examplesof International,
Contemporary,and Shed designs,many examplesof early postwar Ranchand later
(1960s-1970s) styled Ranchhouses,a BuckminsterFullergeodesicdome house,and in
particular,a unique, late 1950s orientalist Ranchhouseon Lakeridgereportedly owned
by aneccentricclimatologist.

(L-R) Amanda Weber, Kim Johnson, Jordan Brasher, Liz Armstrong, Lauren 
Wood, and Jordan McAlister at the bizarre structure on Lakeridge.



Research Week 2016
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Many Geographerswere active during ResearchWeek on campus,
February 15-19. Three students ςEmily Ellis (below right), Brian
Gilson,andMatt Haffner(below left) gavepresentationsςandEmily
received3rd placein the SocialSciencesPapercompetition. Also,Dr.
BradBaysparticipatedin a paneltitled ά¢ƘŜImportanceof Research
Breadthat h{¦έand Dr. SteveStadlerwas on the panelάtƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ
Oklahomaandthe Nation.έ

Book authors were
recognized at an event
held at the OSULibrary
on February16. Dr. Carlos
Cordova was there in
honor of the publication
of his new book, Crimea
and the Black Sea: An
EnvironmentalHistory.



2016 GIS Day at the Capitol

The OSUGeographyDepartment had an impressiveshowing at the 22nd
annualGISDayat the Capitolon March 10. In attendancewere (L-R): Matt
Haffner,TheodoreBreig,AdamMathews,RachelOestmann,MichaelLarson,
Ben Hemingway,ClayBarrett, Maria McKeaigg,Amy Frazier,LaurenWood,
AvonleaKeenen,andJingWang.
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Spring Break in Cuba

DuringSpringBreak,a contingentof OSUfaculty,OSUandOUstudents,and
others traveled to Cuba under the leadershipof Dale Lightfoot and Jon
Comer. Both devotedreadersof the Newsletterwill recall the photo (below
left) from the 2015trip; this year,the editor got to assumehis rightful place
at the lunchtableof the homeof artist JóseFuster.

2015: Notά!/ƻƳŜǊέ 2016: A (J.) Comer

Thegroupenjoyedthe sights,sounds,flavors,andbeveragesof Havanafor 5
daysaswell asa 2-daytrip to the ViñalesValleyin WesternCuba. Theagenda
wasjam-packedwith sight-seeing,welcomingcocktails,and friendly Cubans,
and the group was fortunate to leave the day before the tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎvisit
reallyjammedup traffic andclosedmanysights(andsites).
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Cuba, continued
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Sunset along the Malecón Photo speaks for itself

Organic farm near Havana           Lunch at the Fusterhome/exhibit

View of ViñalesValley from hotel     Annie meets a tree rat


