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Surprise!A summernewsletter to highlight (mostly)
travel and to think about somethingother than the
heatand humidity.

With the departures of Drs Frazier, Kedron, and
Mathews, the department has been busy screening
candidatesfor Visiting AssistantProfessorpositions
that will servein the departmentin 201819. These
individuals have accepted offers and they will be
profiled in a later newsletter.

Siewe Siewe ¢ PhD in Geography, Oklahoma
State University, 2015 Currently an Adjunct
Professorof EarthScienceat Northern Oklahoma
College

Ranjeet John ¢ PhD in Biology (Ecology),
Universityof Toledo,2010 Currentlya Research
Associatein the Center for Global Changeand
EarthObservationMichiganStateUniversity
Michael Acheampong¢ PhDin Geographyand
Environmental Science & Policy, University of
SouthFlorida,expectedsummer2018

SaraAlian, currently a ResearchAssistantProfessor
in GeologicalSciencesat the University of TexasEl
Paso, will also be joining the department as an
Instructor teachingone courseper semester
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News From Around the Department

On May 11 many severalGeographystudentsreceivedtheir graduate degreesat the

Graduate CollegeHooding Ceremony Matthew M. Haffner (Advisor Allen Finchum),
StephanieE Heald (Jon Comer),and Yun Zhao (Hongbo Yu) all receivedtheir PhD
degrees pringingthe departmentaltotal up to 23 sincethe first doctoraldegreeswere
granted by the department in 2007. ThomasR Craig (RebeccaSheehan)is set to

becomePhDnumber24in Summer2018

Atthe Y I & (i 1&val,DaurenA. Wood (SteveStadler)receivedher MSdegree

On May 12, undergraduatecommencementexerciseswere held. Studentsreceiving
their BAdegreesin GeographyincludedBrooke L. Bastie (alsoreceivingBAdegreesin
Englishand Spanish) Austin C. Fessley and Andrew C Price (alsoreceivinga BSin
Political Science) while Matthew J Dunn, Hayden A. Harrison Kayla A. King (also
receiving a BSin Geology).and GiovanniF. Pennareceivedtheir BSdegrees Emily R
Clausasslatedto receiveBAdegreesn Historyand Geographyn Summer2018

On July 12-13, the Departmentof Geographyparticipated, for a secondyear, in the
dUnidos Program CampusVisit, 201&. Michael Larson,with the help of graduate
students Katie Shropshire Amanda Thomas, and Lindsay King, hosted a couple
workshopsshowcasingomeof the hightechtools usedin the field of Geography
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Student Study Abroad

Emily Clause double major in History and Geographywas awardedscholarshipgrom
both the Stephen W. Tweedie Travel Scholarshipand the Alyson L Greiner
UndergraduateTravelScholarshigor her study abroadtrip & Lthe Shadowof Pompeii
Heritage Conservationin Modern L U | ¥iskiBgt Rome Salerno, Naples, Nocera
Superiore Amalfi,and Positanoin May 2018
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Faculty Study Abroad

JonComerand TomWikle onceagainled a studyabroadtrip (GEOGI600) in

May, 2018 goingfarther eastthan they ever havebefore with a trip focused
on RussiaThetour startedwith three daysin Moscow,then four more nights
in St Petersburg,before finishing up with a day in Tallinn, Estoniaand

anotherin Helsinki,Finland After the studentportion of the trip ended, Tom
and Jonflew to Osloand drove around Norway for four daysand Denmark
for three more, cominghome on May 31. Theweatherwasquite warm and

sunnyvirtually the wholetrip, andincrediblesightswere seen

For interested parties, their next trip is to Italy (Rome,Pompeii),Albania,
Montenegro(Budvg, and Croatia(Dubrovnik)from May 29 to June6, 2019,
Detailscanbe found at: www.exploricacom/Wikle-8823
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