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Mission Statement of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department
The mission of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to advance Oklahoma’s
exceptional quality of life by preserving, managing, and promoting our natural assets and
cultural amenities.

Vision Statement
The vision of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to promote and enhance
tourism throughout the state; protect and preserve the environment and natural resources; educate
the public about Oklahoma’s people and places; provide exceptional customer service to all
citizens and visitors; create a team environment in which all employees are successful,
productive, and valued; embrace and seek diversity in our workforce and those we serve.

OTRD Values
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsibility and leadership
Respect
Quality
Exemplary customer service
Balance and self-fulfillment
Teamwork and communication
Flexibility
Creativity and innovation
Coordination
Commitment
Integrity
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Figure P.1 – CCC steps near former boathouse

12

Chapter 1 – Introduction
Resource Management Plan: Purpose and Process
The Resource Management Plan (RMP) program and policy is to document management
responsibilities to balance the use of water and land resources as they relate to recreation; in this
instance, Okmulgee State Park and property named Dripping Springs State Park. These are two
separate properties under one management structure. As a guiding plan, the RMP seeks to
propose long-term policy that limits adverse impacts to critical resources while providing
protection and management of fish, wildlife, and other natural and cultural resources. In addition,
the RMP will provide guidelines for public health and safety, public access, and a wide variety of
outdoor recreational opportunities.
The purpose and scope of the RMP are to provide background information, identify the policies
and goals governing the management of Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park
and its incorporated resources, summarize the plan’s components, and provide descriptive and
historical information related to the project.
The ultimate purpose of the RMP is to establish a management framework for the conservation,
protection, enhancement, development, and use of the physical and biological resources at
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park. With regard to Okmulgee State Park and
Dripping Springs State Park, the RMP is to:
•

Provide managers and decision-makers with long-term direction and guidance for the
successful management of the resources at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs
State Park;

•

Ensure that management of the resources is compatible with authorized purposes;

•

Ensure that recreation experiences and facilities are compatible with other environmental
resources;

•

Ensure that planned developments are based on public need and the ability of the
environmental resources to accommodate such facilities and use; and

•

Resolve issues and concerns related to management of the environmental resources.

Planning Process
The planning process for preparation of this Resource Management Plan included discussion
between research staff at Oklahoma State University (OSU) and management personnel from
Oklahoma State Parks. In addition, the process incorporated (1) the acquisition of archival
information from libraries, state parks, books, research reports, and other sources; (2) interviews
of state park personnel; (3) records provided by state park management; (4) input from members
of the public through surveys, comments cards, and focus groups; and (5) searches of the Internet
for information that expanded on other archives.
The purposes of public involvement are to inform the public and solicit public response
regarding their needs, values, and evaluations of proposed solutions. Public involvement
programs are designed not only to meet state and federal regulations, but also to include
13

interested individuals, organizations, agencies, and governmental entities in the decision-making
process. Techniques used for public involvement include interviews, workshops, advisory
committees, informational brochures, surveys, and public hearings. The process of public
involvement is important to help strengthen the relationship between public and government
agencies involved in the proposed plan. The relative success of public involvement techniques
and the participation of supporting government agencies regarding the program as a whole is
indicated by how well informed the public is and by how much the public has contributed to
making environmentally sound, feasible decisions that are supported by a significant segment of
the public. The public involvement process for the Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs
State Park RMP is incorporated into the text of this document.
The original concept in preparation of an RMP is a federal action that requires compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); therefore, the public involvement process must
fulfill the RMP and NEPA requirements as well as those of other entities. Oklahoma State Parks
has committed the agency to follow a similar model at the state level for all state parks.
Using several public involvement methods to gain insight into the concerns of the public and
governmental agencies potentially affected by provisions of the Okmulgee State Park and
Dripping Springs State Park RMP, representatives from OSU compiled and analyzed the data.
The public involvement process offered citizens and various interest groups information about
the project and its potential impacts. This course of action was used to gather information, ideas,
and concerns regarding the different issues to be compiled and addressed to determine issues of
public concern. The issues were then evaluated resulting in alternative solutions and
recommendations for the park.
Finally, the RMP process included integration of global positional system (GPS) technology into
Geographic Information System (GIS) software to document features and attributes within the
park. This component of the process permits an on-going record of facilities with their respective
attributes, locations, and conditions. As a result, the GPS and GIS components of the RMP
process are integral to on-going implementation and application of the planning effort.

Agencies Involved
In 2006, Oklahoma State Parks, through the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
(OTRD), contracted with Oklahoma State University to prepare Resource Management Plans for
each park. This agreement has been renewed annually since 2006. The current agreement
specified Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park during 2011 – 2012, and the
intent of the agreement is to continue the RMP process across all state parks in Oklahoma.
The RMP agreement became effective July 1, 2011 between Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department and Oklahoma State University. Following a meeting between OTRD and OSU
staff, information, reports, and comment cards were provided to OSU for review. In accordance
with the RMP contract, OSU performed research services and delivered reports to OTRD
concluding with a written plan for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park in June
2012.
The authority for the agreement between OTRD and OSU is based upon Title 74 § 2213 as
authorized by Engrossed Senate Bill 823 of the 2005 session: “The Commission may contract for
the study, analysis, and planning as reasonably necessary to aid in determining the feasibility of
leasing, selling or privately managing or developing the property or facilities under the control of
14

the Commission. The Commission shall be exempt from the competitive bidding requirements of
the Competitive Bidding Act for the purpose of soliciting, negotiating, and effectuating such a
contract or contracts.”
Further, this authority is specified in Title 74 § 2215 which states: the Division of State Parks,
subject to the policies and rules of the Commission shall formulate, establish, maintain, and
periodically review, with public participation, a resource management plan for each state
park. The resource management plan, upon approval by the Commission, shall be considered a
guide for the development, utilization, protection, and management of the state park and its
natural, cultural, historic, and recreational resources.

Figure 1.1 – Present entry sign for entire property

Figure 1.2 – Entry at Dripping Springs State Park
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Figure 1.3 – Aerial view of lakes at Okmulgee State Park
Above: Okmulgee Lake

Below: Dripping Springs Lake
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Chapter 2 – Project Description
About Okmulgee State Park
The Division of State Parks, a part of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, is
governed by the laws of the state of Oklahoma. These laws define the authority for the Division
and the context in which individual state parks are managed. Title 74 § 2214 of the Oklahoma
Statutes states that the Division of State Parks shall, subject to the policies and rules of the
Commission:
1. Conserve, preserve, plan, supervise, construct, enlarge, reduce, improve,
maintain, equip and operate parkland, public recreation facilities, lodges,
cabins, camping sites, scenic trails, picnic sites, golf courses, boating, and
swimming facilities, and other similar facilities in state parks reasonably
necessary and useful in promoting the public use of state parks under the
jurisdiction and control of the Commission;
2. Supervise the management and use of state properties and facilities under
the jurisdiction of the Commission. The Commission may adopt rules to
lease concessions in any state-owned facility if the Commission deems it
feasible;
3. Authorize those employees in the Park Manager job family classification
series, as established by the Oklahoma Office of Personnel Management, to
maintain administrative control over all facilities, programs, operations,
services, and employees in the park to which they are assigned; and
4. Enforce the rules and policies governing the use of and conduct of patrons in
all recreational facilities and properties of the Commission.

Purpose and Significance of Okmulgee State Park
An initial requirement of the RMP process is the development of a purpose statement for the
property under consideration. The process selected for the development of resource management
plans for state parks requires purpose statements and statements of significance for each park.
These statements drive the decisions as to planning for the respective parks, since individual
parks in the state park system do not have identical purposes or intents.
At the initiation of this project, a purpose statement for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park did not exist. As a result, it was necessary that one be developed. Research
staff from OSU worked with OTRD staff, representing Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park and the broader agency, to develop a draft purpose statement. During that
process staff created the following statement.
The purpose of Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park is to
provide for the protection and public enjoyment of the natural, scenic, historic,
and ecological values and resources that exist within the park property. The park
encompasses a cross-timbers, stream, and lake ecosystem enhanced by New Dealera structures and visitor amenities that provide a recreational tourism destination,
17

stimulate the local economy, and provide recreation and educational opportunity
for the visiting public.
Similarly, in response to requests from the research staff, OTRD personnel, in cooperation with
the research staff, developed a statement of significance for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park. That statement follows:
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are significant because they
encompass and protect natural, historic, and cultural resources, two diverse lakes, and an
important watershed, while providing recreation opportunities for visitors and economic
benefit to the surrounding area. The park is one component of a larger environmental
complex involving city, state, and federal cooperation and synergy. The park also offers
archaeological significance and uniqueness for the rare fossils found on its lakeshores.

Park
Purpose

OTRD
Mission

All decisions
about the park

Park
Significance

Figure 2.1 – Utilization of purpose and significance statements
Source: National Park Service

Figure 2.1 demonstrates the inter-relationship of purpose and significance statements with the
mission of the management agency in decisions related to a given park or property. This model
has been developed by the National Park Service to assure consistency between the mission of
the National Park Service and the operation of their respective properties. In a similar manner,
park purpose statements and park significance must be consistent with the mission of the
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.

Geographic Location of Okmulgee State Park
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park is located west of the City of Okmulgee,
in west-central of Okmulgee County. The park is located just west of State Highway 75 and
north of I-40. State Highway 56 is located north of the Okmulgee State Park. The Dripping
Springs area south of Okmulgee State Park, in particular, is located on the border of Okmulgee
County with Okfuskee County.
18

Figure 2.2 – Okmulgee
County, Oklahoma
Source: Google Maps

Okmulgee County has a total area of 1,819 km² (702 mi²), 1,805 km² (697 mi²) of land and
14 km² (5 mi²) of water (0.76%). The eastern part of the county is within the Eastern Lowlands
physiographic region and the western part is in the Osage Plains. The county is bordered on the
north by Tulsa County, on the northeast by Wagoner County, on east by the Muskogee County,
on the southeast by McIntosh County, on the southwest by the Okfuskee County, and on the
northwest by the Creek County. The largest population center in the area is the City of Tulsa.

Figure 2.3 – Okmulgee State
Park and Dripping Springs
State Park
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OK Highway 56

Figure 2.4 – Access routes around Okmulgee State Park
Source: Google Maps

Okmulgee State Park is accessed most easily from U.S. Highway 75 in Okmulgee via State
Highway 56 heading west from the city. Within Okmulgee, Highway 56 takes several turns
although it is reasonable marked. The entrance to Okmulgee State Park is well marked from
Highway 56. An Okmulgee County Road (E1005 Rd) continues through Okmulgee State Park
and leads southwesterly to Dripping Springs State Park.

Community and Regional Context
The community and regional context for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park
include a three county area in Oklahoma, encompassing Muskogee County, Okmulgee County,
and Tulsa County. As a result of greater population base in Muskogee and Tulsa counties, the
following discussion presents a brief history of each county, followed by demographic and socioeconomic conditions within each county.

Brief History of Muskogee County
The following history of Muskogee County was written by Jonita Mullins for the Oklahoma
Historical Society and retrieved from the website for the Oklahoma Historical Society
(http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/M/MU020.html).
Located in eastern Oklahoma, Muskogee County was named for the Muscogee (Creek) Tribe,
although its boundaries encompass the Muskogee District of the Creek Nation and a portion of
the Illinois and Canadian districts of the Cherokee Nation. This county is bordered by Wagoner
and Cherokee counties on the north, Cherokee and Sequoyah counties on the east, Haskell and
McIntosh counties on the south, and Okmulgee and McIntosh counties on the west. The city of
20

Muskogee, established in 1872, serves as the county seat. In addition to Muskogee incorporated
towns include Boynton, Braggs, Council Hill, Fort Gibson, Haskell, Oktaha, Porum, Summit,
Taft, Wainwright, Warner, and Webber Falls.
Three important rivers, the Arkansas, Verdigris, and Neosho (Grand), converge in Muskogee
County. The county includes 838.99 square miles of land and water that encompass a varied
topography. The western portion is primarily prairie grassland growing over a layer of sandstone
that contains pockets of coal, oil, and natural gas. The prairie gives way to the wooded Cookson
Hills in the county’s eastern section, which is on the western fringe of the Ozark Mountains. The
confluence of the Arkansas, Verdigris, and Neosho gave the area the name of Three Forks, and
several salt springs attracted abundant game to the region.
Although prehistoric sites, mainly surface finds, date to the Paleo-Indian period (prior to 6,000
B.C.), archaeological studies have focused on the Caddoan stage (A.D. 300 to1200). These
native people, known as the Mound Builders, left a legacy in the ceremonial mounds that can
still be seen along riverbanks. In 1719 Jean Baptiste Bénard de la Harpe, a French explorer and
trader, encountered a Wichita village in the present county. By the end of the eighteenth century
a settlement of fur traders emerged at the Three Forks, including Auguste Pierre Chouteau, one
of the area's earliest frontier merchants. By the early 1800s the Osage had become the region's
dominant tribe, driving out the less warlike Wichita. However, Cherokee and Choctaw hunting
forays into the area challenged the Osage, resulting in frequent conflict. In response, in 1824
federal officials established Fort Gibson on the Grand River at the Three Forks. The town of Fort
Gibson that emerged near the post is the county’s oldest.
Fort Gibson became the terminus of the Trail of Tears for the Cherokee and Creek people.
Removed from their homeland in the southeastern United States, many settled along the rivers of
Muskogee County but founded only a few towns such as Webbers Falls. Some Creek and
Cherokee reestablished their cotton plantations and continued to use slave labor.
With the outbreak of the Civil War Confederate troops of both the Cherokee and Creek nations
established Fort Davis across the Arkansas River from Fort Gibson. At Fort Gibson, regiments of
the Cherokee and Creek Home Guard as well as the First Kansas Colored Infantry held Indian
Territory for the Union. In 1862 Federal troops captured and destroyed Fort Davis. Other
engagements that occurred in the county included the Bayou Menard Skirmish (1862), several at
Webbers Falls (1862), and the Creek Agency Skirmish (1863). At the war’s conclusion the Creek
Nation's plantation lifestyle came to an end. Creek freedmen returned to the river bottoms within
the county and raised cotton.
Following the war the Five Civilized Tribes signed new treaties with the federal government. In
these they gave up western lands and agreed to allow railroad rights-of-way. In 1871 the
Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway (MK&T) crossed Indian Territory, paralleling the route of
the Texas Road. Reaching the Three Forks area in fall 1871, the railroad intended to build a
depot at the site of Fort Davis. Finding the terrain unsuitable, workers constructed the depot
further south and named it Muscogee Station. In 1872 the town of Muskogee (originally spelled
Muscogee) developed around this depot. Eleven miles south, the town of Oktaha was also
established on the MK&T rail line that year.
Other important developments affected the area. In 1874 federal officials consolidated the
agencies to the Five Civilized Tribes into one, Union Agency, and located it in the Creek Nation
just west of Muskogee. This decision solidified Muskogee as the center of federal activity in
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Indian Territory. In 1889 a federal district court was established there. During these years outlaw
gangs terrorized the people of Indian Territory and fled into the Cookson Hills in eastern
Muskogee County. One of the most colorful frontier outlaws was Belle Starr, whose homestead
lay near Briartown in southern Muskogee County. In 1882 a political rift within the Creek tribe
led to the Green Peach War, a conflict that saw little bloodshed but created much unrest in the
area.
In 1894 the Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes established its headquarters at
Muskogee. The commission undertook the enormous task of negotiating new treaties, enrolling
tribal members, and assigning individual land allotments. It also brought a large influx of federal
employees. In addition, many freedmen received allotments in Muskogee County. As a result, a
number of historically All-Black towns were founded, including Chase (later Beland), Lee,
Summit, Twine (present Taft), and Wybark. Railroads continued to build into the territory, and a
number of new lines soon crossed the area. These included the Kansas and Arkansas Valley
Railway (1888, later the Missouri Pacific Railway), the Midland Valley Railroad (1904-05), the
Ozark and Cherokee Central Railway (1901-03, sold to the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway,
Frisco), the Shawnee, Oklahoma and Missouri Coal and Railway (1902-03, sold to the Frisco),
the Muskogee Union Railway (1903-04, sold to the Missouri, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway
[MOG]), and the MOG (1903-05, which became the Texas and Pacific Railroad). The towns of
Haskell, Boynton, Taft, Porum, Council Hill, Keefeton, Warner, and Wainwright emerged along
the new railroads.
At the turn of the twentieth century conflict between two ranching families in the southern part
of the county turned violent. Known as the Porum Range War, the feud between the Davis and
Hester families continued for several years, frequently requiring a train carload of deputy
marshals to travel from Muskogee to restore order in the Porum vicinity.
In 1905 Muskogee hosted a statehood convention at which Indian Territory delegates wrote a
constitution to create the State of Sequoyah. Ratified by the voters, the constitution was
submitted to Congress but was rejected. The next year many Muskogee County leaders
participated in the 1906 Constitutional Convention at Guthrie. Charles N. Haskell chaired the
committee that established county boundaries and county seats for the new state, including
Muskogee County.
At 1907 statehood Muskogee County was one of the largest in population, but, with the
exception of the city of Muskogee, had few large towns. The area was predominantly
agricultural, with corn, cotton, and wheat the principal crops. Ranching, primarily beef cattle,
was another significant industry. Agricultural service industries included cotton gins, grain mills,
and stockyards. Cotton production declined dramatically during the 1930s and was replaced by
soybeans, wheat, feed grains, and grasses. Truck farming became profitable during and after
World War II, fostering the development of a canning and food-processing industry. John T.
Griffin brought Griffin Grocery Company to the county, leading the business to become a large
wholesale grocery distributor and manufacturer of food products. Griffin also was a pioneer in
developing Oklahoma's radio and television industry.
Other economic activities included oil, gas, and coal production, but these activities never
reached the levels achieved in other regions. Sand and gravel pits, along with brick and glass
manufacturing, developed and remained important employment sources. O. W. Coburn built an
optical business that became one of the largest in the nation and employed hundreds of workers.
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Other industrialists included the Buddrus family, who began Acme Engineering, and the Rooney
family who founded Manhattan Construction. State and federal employment has long been
important, primarily in education and veterans' services. Light manufacturing and health care as
well as social services provide jobs for residents. The town of Taft has two state correctional
facilities, Dr. Eddie Warrior Correctional Center for women and Jess Dunn Correctional Center
for men.
Military training during World War II brought a significant increase in both population and job
opportunities. Camp Gruber, built in 1942 near Braggs in the Cookson Hills, served as a U.S.
Army training base. Camp Gruber remains an active Oklahoma National Guard base. Hatbox
Field and Davis Field in Muskogee prepared aviators for the war. Transportation emerged as an
important feature for the county. Steamboats had plied the Arkansas River throughout much of
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. The McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation
System, dedicated in 1971, opened the Arkansas and Verdigris rivers to year-round commercial
traffic and fostered the development of the Port of Muskogee. A north-south main line of the
Union Pacific Railway bisects the county. U.S. Highway 69 and Interstate Highway 40 are
heavily traveled thoroughfares, and the Muskogee Turnpike crosses the county from north to
south. State Highways 2, 10, 16, 62, 64, 71, 72, 104, and 165 are also important routes.
Education became a prominent element of development. Early schools were operated by the
Creek and Cherokee nations, and other schools were private enterprises started by churches or
individuals. In 1880 Bacone College, Oklahoma’s oldest, began as Indian University in
Tahlequah but was moved to the Creek Nation in present Muskogee County in 1885. Connors
State College was established at Warner in 1909. The Indian Capital Technical Center opened in
Muskogee in 1970. Evangel Mission, a school at Union Agency for Creek freedmen, operated in
the 1880s and currently houses the Five Civilized Tribes Museum in Muskogee. In 1898 a
facility for educating visually impaired people opened at Fort Gibson. Later moved to Muskogee,
it became the Oklahoma School for the Blind. Minerva Home, a school for girls in Muskogee,
became Henry Kendall College in 1894. That institution later moved to Tulsa and became Tulsa
University. In 1994 Northeastern State University opened a branch campus in Muskogee.
Many Muskogee County natives have played important roles in history. Stand Waite, a Cherokee
from Webbers Falls, rose to the rank of brigadier general in the Confederate army and was its
last general to surrender at the close of the Civil War. In 1875 Bass Reeves became one of the
first African Americans appointed as a U.S. deputy marshal west of the Mississippi River. He
served the federal court in Muskogee. Pleasant Porter, principal chief of the Creek Nation,
negotiated the allotment treaty with the Dawes Commission. A wealthy rancher and respected
tribal leader, he served as president of the Sequoyah Convention. Alexander Posey, a Creek poet
and newspaper editor in Muskogee, served as secretary of the Sequoyah Convention and is
credited with writing most of that constitution. Historians Grant and Carolyn Foreman,
considered the foremost authorities of the history of the Five Civilized Tribes, together wrote
more than twenty-five books.
Numerous significant political figures began their careers in Muskogee County. Originally from
Ohio, railroad developer Charles N. Haskell settled in Muskogee in 1901 and became a leader at
the Sequoyah Convention and Oklahoma’s first governor in 1907. Robert L. Owen, a Cherokee,
served as the U.S. agent to the Five Civilized Tribes in Muskogee. In 1907 he became one of
Oklahoma's first U.S. senators. Alice M. Robertson, the first woman appointed postmaster of a
Class A post office in the United States, in 1920 was elected to the U.S. House of
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Representatives. She was the second woman in the United States to hold a congressional seat and
was the only woman to serve Oklahoma in Congress until Mary Fallin was elected in 2006. The
Edmondsons of Muskogee became a prominent political family. James Howard Edmondson
served as Oklahoma governor (1959-63) and senator (1963-64). Edmond Edmondson served the
Second Congressional District, which includes Muskogee County, from 1953 to 1973. His son
Drew Edmondson was elected attorney general for Oklahoma. Mike Synar served in Congress
from 1979 to 1995. He was succeeded by another Muskogeean, Tom Coburn, elected to the U.S.
Senate in 2004.
The population of Muskogee County at 1907 statehood was 37,467 and rapidly grew to 52,743 in
1910. The county then settled into a steady growth rate, reaching 66,424 in 1930. A population
surge occurred during the years that Camp Gruber operated but returned to pre-war levels after
1945. In 1950 the census revealed a population of 65,573. The number of residents declined to
59,542 by 1970, but by 1990 the figure had rebounded to 68,078. In 2000 it stood at 69,451. The
racial distribution was 63.7 percent white, 14.8 percent American Indian, 12.9 percent African
American, 2.8 percent Hispanic, and 0.5 percent Asian.

Brief History of Okmulgee County
The following history of Okmulgee County was written for the Oklahoma Historical Society and
retrieved from the website for the Oklahoma Historical Society.
(http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/O/OK094.html)
Located in east-central Oklahoma, Okmulgee County is encircled by Creek County to the westnorthwest, Tulsa County on the north, Wagoner County to the northeast, Muskogee County on
the east, McIntosh County to the south-southeast, and Okfuskee County on the south-southwest.
The county has a total of 702.30 square miles of land and water area. Eastern Okmulgee County
lies within the Eastern Lowlands physiographic region and the western part is in the Osage
Plains. Deep Fork of the Canadian River and its tributaries are its major stream system. Interstate
40, U.S. Highways 62, 75, 75 ALT, and 266, and State Highways 16, 52, and 56 traverse the
county. At the turn of the twenty-first century its incorporated communities included Okmulgee
(the county seat), Morris, Henryetta, Beggs, Grayson, Hoffman, Dewar, and Winchester.
A 1981 archaeological survey identified twenty-one prehistoric sites in Okmulgee County. The
area's early history embodies that of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, who originated east of the
Mississippi River. Under the provisions of treaties signed in 1826 and 1832, the Creek
exchanged the land they owned in Georgia and Alabama for “security” and land the United
States had acquired through the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. The first Creek contingency left
Georgia in 1827 and the last in 1836. Some twenty thousand Creek made the perilous journey
referred to as the “Trail of Tears.”
Reorganized in the Indian Territory (present Oklahoma), the Creek government, under the
leadership of Principal Chief Samuel Checote, revised its constitution in 1867 and selected
Okmulgee as their capital in 1868. The name Okmulgee comes from the Hitchita (Lower Creek)
word oki mulgi, meaning “boiling waters.” Okmulgee Creek, which meanders through the area,
was seldom dry and made an ideal meeting place. In 1869 the Creek Nation built its council
house. Originally a log building, the council house was rebuilt with native stone in 1878. At the
turn of the twenty-first century that structure served as a museum for Muscogee Creek history.
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When the Creek selected Okmulgee as their capital, merchants Frederick B. Severs and
Columbus Belcher from Shieldsville, a small town three mile northwest of Okmulgee,
abandoned their shops and moved there. Severs and Belchers each built establishments which
later became the business center of the Creek Nation. On April 29, 1869, a U.S. post office was
opened and Sever and Belcher became its first and third postmaster, respectively.
With a population of 14,362, Okmulgee County was organized at 1907 statehood, and Okmulgee
became the county seat. County government offices were located within the Creek Council
House (also known as Creek National Capitol, listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
NR 66000632) until 1916 when work began on the present courthouse. The county’s population
increased from 21,115 in 1910 to a high of 56,558 in 1930. Factors contributing to the rise
included the beginning of regular railway services and the discovery of oil.
The St. Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Railway (later the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway
or Frisco) laid track from Sapulpa to near the Red River by way of Okmulgee in July 1900. The
Shawnee, Oklahoma and Missouri Coal and Railway (later also acquired by the Frisco) was built
from Muskogee to Okmulgee in 1902-03, and was abandoned in 1973. The Missouri, Oklahoma
and Gulf Railway (purchased by the Kansas, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway in 1919) ran through
Dewar beginning in 1909, and the Okmulgee Northern Railway operated between Okmulgee and
Deep Fork from 1916 to 1964.
Infrastructure development in the county between 1900 and 1930 accounted for thirty miles of
paved road, three railways and extensive trolley service, residential telephone and utility
services, a $1 million municipal water supply, three public schools, a public library, the largest
glass manufacturing center in the state, some of the most productive oil and coal fields in the
nation, and airports in Okmulgee and Henryetta. In the decades leading up to 2000, the county's
population had declined to 39,169 in 1980 and 36,490 in 1990. At the turn of the twenty-first
century Okmulgee County counted 39,685 residents, of whom 69.5 percent were white, 12
percent American Indian, 10.2 percent African American, 1.9 percent Hispanic, and .2 percent
Asian. Manufacturing and production accounted for the majority of county's jobs, and farming
provided only 2.7 percent of jobs. The City of Okmulgee participated in the Oklahoma
Department of Commerce's Main Street project.
Historic sites and points of interest include the Muscogee Creek Council House Museum, the
Muscogee Creek Tribal Complex, the Okmulgee Black Hospital (NR 84003387), the Nuyaka
Mission, and Oklahoma State University-Okmulgee, all in Okmulgee property; Okmulgee State
Park and the 720-acre Okmulgee Lake, southwest of the city along State Highway 56; and Deep
Fork National Wildlife Refuge, south of Okmulgee along U.S. Highway 75. The county is the
home of the Nuyaka Creek Winery, the Natura Winery, and several organic farms.

Demographic and Socioeconomic Conditions and Impact
The U.S. Bureau of Census provides summary data related to the demographic profile of the
residents of Muskogee, Okmulgee and Tulsa counties. Muskogee County and Tulsa County are
included because of their proximity to Okmulgee State Park and the presence of their larger
populations which influence the park. The 2010 Census had been conducted at the time of the
preparation of this RMP providing an up-to-date assessment of the population.
The following tables provide this summary based upon data retrieved during February 2012 from
http://factfinder2.census.gov.
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County
Muskogee County
Okmulgee County
Tulsa County

Table 2.1 – Population of surrounding counties
2000
69,451
39,685
536,700

2010
70,990
40,069
603,403

Based upon the population figures in Table 2.1 and comparing that to data from the 2000 census,
it is apparent that the population of the three-county area has increased in the first decade of the
21st century. The general growth pattern over this period has been migration into metropolitan
areas and away from rural areas. As a result, the Tulsa metropolitan area has grown in
population, with spillover into the surrounding region. Furthermore, the population of Tulsa
County has increased 7.1%, the population of Muskogee County has increased 2.2%, whereas
the least growth occurred in the population of Okmulgee County; it increased by 1% within the
last decade.
The characteristics of the population detailed in Table 2.2 indicate that Muskogee, Okmulgee,
and Tulsa counties show differing composition to that shown across the state of Oklahoma. The
median age for the United States is 36.7 years, showing both Muskogee and Okmulgee counties
to be older than the national norm, whereas the population in Tulsa County is only slightly above
the state median age, and slightly below the nation one.
Table 2.2 – Demographic Characteristics of the population
Muskogee Okmulgee
Detail on factor
Factor
County
County
Sex and Age
Male
34,055
19,834
36,643
Female
20,235
Median age (years)
37.5
38.8
Under 18 years of age
17,725
9,857
18 years of age and over
52,973
30,212
65 years of age and over
10,711
6,331
Race
White
44,850
26,365
Black or African American
8,621
3,486
American Indian/Alaskan Native
9,593
6,531
Asian
444
120
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
21
6
Other
1,290
3
Two or more races
5,879
3,205
Hispanic/Latino
2,979
1,282

Tulsa
County
285,886
298,210
35.9
153,487
430,609
70,229
433,797
63,001
23,492
11,436
625
35,255
35,069
66,582

Tulsa County reflects the percentage of persons indicating they are White (69.2%) as it is true in
Oklahoma more broadly (72.2%), whereas in both Okmulgee and Muskogee counties, these
percentages are lower, in particular, 65.8% and 59.8% respectively. By contrast, Muskogee
County shows a higher percentage of Native Americans or American Indians (17.5%), as does
Okmulgee County (16.3%) than the 8.6% of the population identified as American Indian across
the state. In contrast, Tulsa County shows a lower percentage of Native Americans or American
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Indians (6.0%), which is even lower than the state percentage. In addition, the State of Oklahoma
reports 7.4% of its population to be Black persons, while in all three counties the percentages are
higher. Muskogee County shows a concentration of Black persons to be higher (11.3%) than the
state average, followed by Tulsa County (10.7%), and Okmulgee County (8.7%). By contrast,
Muskogee and Okmulgee counties are below the state average (1.7%) for Asia persons, whereas
Tulsa County is above state average with 2.3%. In addition, the state of Oklahoma reports 8.9%
of its population to be Hispanic of any race, while Tulsa County is slightly higher with 11%,
whereas both Muskogee County and Okmulgee County are significantly lower with 5.2% and
3.2% respectively.
Table 2.3 – Household Characteristics of the Population
Muskogee Okmulgee
Household Related Factor
County
County
Number of households
27054
15,362
Population in households
67,464
38,695
Households with a child or children under 18
7,773
4,255
Households with person 65 years and over
7,561
4,621
Occupied housing units
27,054
15,362
Vacant housing units
3,854
2,529
Owner occupied housing units
18,089
10,884
Renter occupied housing units
8,965
4,478

Tulsa
County
271,737
593,586
72,650
53,078
241,737
26,689
147,510
94,227

The general household characteristics represented in the three counties are presented in Table
2.3.Those characteristics are similar to those across Oklahoma. Households tended to be slightly
smaller (2.61 persons) than the average for the United States (3.2 persons for the national
average). Furthermore, in Muskogee, Okmulgee and Tulsa counties the reported households with
a child or children under 18 years of age were 28.7%, 27.7%, and 30.1% respectively. In the
same counties, the households with persons 65 years and older were 27.9%, 30.1%, and 22%.
This pattern indicates that in rural settings older relatives stay with their families more than is
true of those who reside in metropolitan areas.
Muskogee County and Okmulgee County also show a higher percentage of owner-occupied
housing, than in Tulsa County or in the nation. Almost 67% of the population in Muskogee and
71% of the population in Okmulgee reside in owner-occupied housing units, whereas in Tulsa
County the population who does so reached 61%. Additionally, in Muskogee, Okmulgee and
Tulsa counties, the number of vacant housing units reach an 11.9%, 15.4%, and 10.2%.
Muskogee and Okmulgee counties exceed the national average of 12% of vacant houses,
whereas only in Tulsa County this percentage was lower. The national median household income
in 2010 inflation-adjusted dollars was $51,914. All of the counties in this report are significantly
below that national figure, although only Tulsa County is above the median household income
for the state of Oklahoma ($42,979). Muskogee and Okmulgee counties are below both
standards, national and state. Furthermore, Tulsa County exceeds the national average for
persons below the poverty level (13.8%), but is below the state average (16.2%). Both Muskogee
and Okmulgee counties exceed the national and state average for persons below poverty level. It
can be concluded that households in these two counties are economically limited when compared
with the population across the United States, and with the population in Oklahoma, whereas
households in Tulsa County are not following the same pattern.
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The percentage of households in Muskogee County that are below the established poverty levels
is 15.2%, in Okmulgee County is 15.7%, and in Tulsa County is 11.1%. In contrast, in Tulsa
County this percentage is below the 14% that is the percentage of households below the poverty
level across the state of Oklahoma; this indicates that residents in Tulsa are in a more secure
financial position. This is verified by the median household income in the counties at $35,169 for
Muskogee County, $38,641 for Okmulgee County and $45,754 for Tulsa County. However, the
percentages of individuals below the poverty line are higher than those of households. For
Muskogee County, this percentage is 19.1%, whereas for the Okmulgee and Tulsa Counties these
are 19.8% and 14.8%, respectively.
Table 2.4 – Financial Characteristics of the Population
Muskogee Okmulgee
Characteristic or Factor
County
County
Median household income
$35,169
$38,641
Households below poverty level
15.2%
15.7%
Individuals below poverty level
19.1%
19.8%

Tulsa
County
$45,754
11.1%
14.8%

Financial characteristics in a population tend to be highly correlated with educational levels
within the population. Table 2.5 reports the level of education attained by persons above the age
of 25 in the three-county area. For comparison purposes, approximately 80.6% of Oklahomans
have completed a high school diploma or equivalency as contrasted with 73.2% in Muskogee
County, 76.3% in Okmulgee County and 76.7% in Tulsa County. In addition, approximately
20% of all Oklahomans have completed a baccalaureate degree or higher as compared with
16.3%, 13.8%, and 28.9% of the eligible population in this three-county area.
Table 2.5 – Education Characteristics of the Population
Muskogee Okmulgee
Educational Attainment (25 years old and above)
County
County
th
Less than 9 grade
2,382
1,383
9th grade to 12th grade, no diploma
6,144
3,359
High school diploma or equivalency
15,854
9,566
Some college, no degree
10,347
4,129
Associate degree
3,721
2,913
Bachelor’s degree
5,389
2,473
Graduate or professional degree
2,531
1,255

Tulsa
County
16,537
30,335
104,786
87,364
29,388
74,539
34,847

Another demographic factor that is highly correlated with financial characteristics and
educational characteristics is employment. The employment figures for the three-county area are
reported in Table 2.6. As of 2010, 72% of the population of 16 years and over was in labor force
(including those earning private wage and salary workers) in Muskogee County, whereas
percentages were higher both in Okmulgee and Tulsa counties. In Okmulgee County 78.5% of
the population of 16 years and over was working, whereas in Tulsa County that population
reached 83.5%. In contrast, in Muskogee County the percentage of Government workers (20.5%)
was higher among the three counties. In Okmulgee and Tulsa counties only 14.9% and 10.2% of
the labor population were identified as Government workers, respectively. Those who reported
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“Self-employed in own non-incorporated business” were identified as 7.3% of the labor
population in Muskogee, whereas in Okmulgee County it dropped to 6.4% followed by 6.2% in
Tulsa County. As “Unpaid family workers” were identified 0.2%, 0.1% and 0.2% of the labor
population in Muskogee, Okmulgee and Tulsa counties, respectively.
Table 2.6 – Employment Characteristics of the Population
Muskogee Okmulgee
Characteristic or Factor
County
County
Population in the labor force (16 years and over)
28,135
16,188
Private wage and salary workers
20,262
12,713
Government workers
5,771
2,419
Self-employed (non-incorporated business)
2,041
1,032
Unpaid family workers
61
24

Tulsa
County
291,562
243,394
29,659
17,965
544

Another demographic factor that assists in understanding the local population is related to
persons with disabilities. The 2010 census reported that among those persons in Muskogee
County over the age of five 19.4% of the population is limited in some manner by a disability,
whereas for the population between 5 and 17 years old the percentage of persons with disability
is 8.5%. For population between 18 years and 64, the percentage of person with disability in the
same county is 18.5%, whereas for persons over 65 years of age it is 48%. Interestingly, in
Muskogee County, males limited in some manner by a disability represent the 18.6%, whereas
females 20.2%. For the Okmulgee County, the persons who are limited in some manner by a
disability represent the 22.9%, whereas for the population between 5 and 17 years old the
percentage of persons with disability is 11.6%. For population between 18 years and 64, the
percentage of person with disability in the same county is 22%, whereas for persons over 65
years of age it is 50.6%.
In contrast to Muskogee County, males in Okmulgee County who are limited in some manner by
a disability represent the 23.8%, whereas females 22.0%. Tulsa County reports numbers
significantly lower than those in Muskogee and Okmulgee counties, a fact that may reflect
economic status and available medical care. In Tulsa County, 13.7% of the population over the
age of five is limited in some manner by a disability, whereas for the population between 5 and
17 years old the percentage of persons with disability is 6.3%. For population between 18 years
and 64, the percentage of person with disability in Tulsa County is 12.5%, whereas for persons
over 65 years of age it is 39.6%. Additionally, in Tulsa County, males limited in some manner by
a disability represent the 13.4%, whereas females 14.0%. State wide, over the age of five 15.7%
of the population is limited in some manner by a disability, whereas for the population between 5
and 17 years old the percentage of persons with disability is 5.9%. For population between 18
years and 64, the percentage of persons with disability in the same county is 14.3%, whereas for
persons over 65 years of age it is 43.2%. Interestingly, state wide, males limited in some manner
by a disability represent the 15.6%, whereas females 15.8%
In summary, Muskogee County comprises a rural area with approximately 87.6 persons per
square mile as compared to an average of 54.7 for Oklahoma. However, Okmulgee County is
populated at 57.5 persons per square mile, whereas Tulsa County is much more densely
populated at 1,058.3 persons per square mile. This three-county region may be geographically
linked, but in many ways the counties are quite different from each other.
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Competing and Complementary Recreational Opportunities
Competing and complementary recreation opportunities to those available at Okmulgee State
Park and Dripping Springs State Park are available at multiple locations around Oklahoma.
Essentially, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park offer a lake-based, general
outdoor recreation experience focused on camping, water activity, and fishing. These
experiences are provided at numerous other locations on Lake Eufaula State Park. One feature
separates Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park from the more general
recreation opportunities at other locations. This feature is the designation of Dripping Springs
Lake as Oklahoma’s first “Trophy Bass Lake” and lakes with distinctly different characteristics.
Lake Eufaula State Park is located just south of I-40 near Checotah, in east central Oklahoma.
Situated on Lake Eufaula, a 102,000 acre reservoir, there are many activities available for
visitors on both land and water. While fishing is available in both locations, the experience
offered by the two state parks contrasts sharply. On land, Lake Eufaula’s diverse foliage and
wildlife can be observed on hiking trails such as the Bluebird Trail. Visitors can bring bikes to
get around the expansive park and take a ride on one of the mountain bike trails. The Deep Fork
Nature Center educates visitors about native animals and plant species, and kids and adults can
participate in naturalist programs and activities. Nearby, the18-hole Fountainhead Golf
Course operated by the Muscogee Creek Nation has views of the lake, complete with a putting
green and pro shop. Similarly, as in Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park,
fishing is a big attraction at Lake Eufaula State Park, and a marina located in the park makes
year-round fishing possible with an enclosed, heated fishing dock, as well as a tackle shop. Some
of the largest fish in the state have been caught at Lake Eufaula.

Brief History of Okmulgee Lake
The following history of Okmulgee Lake was written by Jennifer Powell (1978) and retrieved
from archived newspapers kept by the state park staff at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park.

“Okmulgee is served with water by an artificial lake, Lake Okmulgee. The lake was completed
in 1927, as the need for water in a growing community. History of the water department for
Okmulgee dates back to 1903, when the city voted bonds for a water works and a sewage
system. In 1904, four wells and a reservoir were completed in the 500 block on North Alabama
street. The wells had a capacity of 115,000 gallons a day, the reservoir held 490,000 gallons.
Within five years, Okmulgee had outgrown its source of water and began to look for other
possible means of water. The Deep Fork River was the next means of supply of water for
Okmulgee; the water was pumped from the river to the city.
In August 1923, Okmulgee again recognized the necessity of enlarging its supply, which was
becoming unsatisfactory due to the increasing amount of chloride (salt) content. Engineers called
for surveys, and began to set up a few ideas of new water supply for Okmulgee. Taken into
consideration were, how much water had been used, the rate of growth and the estimated future
requirements of the water works system. Charts and curves were prepared showing graphically
these various studies, the conclusions drawn as to the proper capacity to provide for the future
water supply for Okmulgee. The four best possibilities were:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

The construction of a pipeline from the Grand River, near Muskogee.
The construction of a pipeline from the North Canadian River, south of Henrietta.
The damming of the Deep Fork River, to create a lake.
The damming of Salt Creek, six miles west of Okmulgee to create a lake.

Plan number three was adopted and on July 14, 1925, Okmulgeeans marched to the polls and
voted $1,000,000 worth of bonds for the project. Local materials were used to create the dam.
Explorations revealed a supply of about 12,000 cubic yards of good, hard sandstone suitable for
the course concrete used. The construction of the dam unit contract was let to the A. A. Davis
construction company of Oklahoma City. Cost for the lake included the purchasing of land and a
flow line. Estimated cost was between $500,000 and $750,000.
On April 14, 1927, a great flood sent water over the spillway. July 4, 1927 was the official
formal opening date for the lake. There were many boats circling the shores of the new lake.
People of Okmulgee rushed to see the opening of the new recreational body of water. There were
many picnics with fireworks in the background. On that celebration day, a tragedy struck two
Okmulgeeans, Mr. McConnell and his son drowned. The City first began to use the lake water on
April 28, 1928. Okmulgee covers 720 acres of land and at its deepest is 80 feet; it has a 16 mile
shoreline. The dam by which the lake was formed is 60 feet in height and has a spillway
elevation of 690.0 and area of about 40 square miles, which is west of Okmulgee and is fed by a
42 mile water shed. Dirt, gravel, and concrete roads encircle the lake. At one time the old
highway, better known as the “Lake Road” went across where one of the many coves is, now
being used as a dam in a boathouse where many Okmulgeeans harbor their boats. The length of
the lake provides fun for motorists, skiers and sailors.
Around 1935, many rock shelters were built. Many points were placed on the map of the new
lake. Among the most popular are the “Lions Point”, which was named for the Lions Club of
Okmulgee, and the “Carpenter’s Point”, for which there is no reason for the name. Both points
are great fishing spots. “Lions Point” is just around the spillway on the old highway and is said
to be perfect for fishing because of its quietness. It is also a great recreational spot with a rock
shelter. “Carpenters Point” has its advantages too, with its recreation.
Seven hundred fifty acres of the city owned land was converted into a park by the CCC and the
National Park Service. The Okmulgee Service League proposed recently that the lake be a State
Park and after a few plans Okmulgee Lake is now a State Park. The city water works plays a
large part in the lake. In 1970 and 1971, a new water works was built across the highway from
the old one. A local construction company held the honors of building it. Since 1903, the water
department has come a long way and it also has a long way to go. In the past few years
Okmulgee has grown tremendously and we have almost out grown Okmulgee Lake”.
Historic structures on property remain from the efforts of the CCC. The design commonly
utilized by members of these camps was “National Park Service rustic” architecture. As stated by
Dr. Bob Blackburn (2004), “In the parks, the organic style could be seen everywhere. Roads
nestled into natural contours of the land, offering a variety of vistas around every turn. Cabins
were built with locally cut stone, hand-hewn timbers, and rough-cut plans, giving the impression
that the structures grew out of the land. Signs with directions to campgrounds were artistically
carved into stone and wood. The CCC boys also helped Mother Nature by planting millions of
trees and shrubs, seamlessly connecting the built environment with the natural setting.”
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Brief History of the Park
Development of Okmulgee as a state park began on July 1, 1963, when the State of Oklahoma,
through the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, leased 535 acres of park land from
the City of Okmulgee. This lease was expanded on April 13, 1979 to include additional area near
the entrance. That lease was scheduled for renewal July 1, 2013. The park was expanded in 1990
with the addition of the 420-acre Dripping Springs Lake area, also leased from the City of
Okmulgee. Ordinance No. 1662 by the City of Okmulgee, dated October 23, 1990, authorized
the lease to OTRD. The lease for the Dripping Springs areas was actually executed on December
11, 1990.
Many early state parks had been associated with Civilian Conservation Corps camps dating from
the 1930s. While Okmulgee hosted CCC Company 2809, the work completed by that company
predated the lease agreement permitting operation of the property as a state park. The evidence
of the CCC camp remains as part of the heritage of Okmulgee State Park as shown in Figure 2.5.

Figure 2.5 – National Park Service rustic style
Above right: in design
Above left: picnic shelter at Okmulgee State Park
Early reports articulated the purpose of the state park system in addition to the accomplishments
of those who worked at the various locations: “A State Park is primarily a place of recreation….
A State Park must not be confused with an overnight camping ground or just a glorified filling
station. Our park sites have been selected with one objective in view, and are planned to provide
a State Park of sufficient size, and improved with adequate facilities for certain types of large
scale recreation, in addition to the preservation of natural beauty” (Reeves, 1938).
Reeves (1938) further indicated that state parks should serve as:
1. A meeting place with ideal conditions for all people,
2. A recreational place,
3. An educational place,
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4. A health center,
5. A weekend resort for all so that they might have a change of scenery, climate,
environment and association,
6. A sanctuary for wildlife so that we may be helpful in the production, restoration,
rehabilitation and propagation of all species of wildlife indigenous to Oklahoma.
At that time, the slogan under which state parks were developed in Oklahoma was “A State Park
Wherever Nature Smiles” (Reeves, 1938).
The lease agreement between the City of Okmulgee and OTRD is provided in Appendix B to
document the agreement for operation of Okmulgee State Park.
The physical development of Okmulgee Lake in the mid-1920s occurred as a plan to deal with
the need for water in the growing community of the City of Okmulgee. Different plans were
taken into consideration in order to answer different questions pertaining to the quantity of the
water used by the locals, and the rate of growth and the estimated future requirements of the
waterworks system. The construction of Okmulgee Lake, 650 surface acres in size with 20 miles
of shoreline, was completed in 1927, with its grand opening held on July 4, 1927. At the time of
the New Deal (President Franklin Roosevelt’s program in 1933), the city of Okmulgee had
already built some recreational facilities at its water supply lake. Seizing on the historic
opportunity offered by the New Deal, Okmulgee’s community leaders secured CCC and WPA
assistance in making additional recreational improvement at Okmulgee Lake. The WPA also
built a new dam that impounded additional water supply for Okmulgee.
The park boasts several 1930’s native
sandstone structures built by the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) and
Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC). The
original earthen dam was replaced with a
rock spillway during the 1930s by the
Works Progress Administration (WPA).
Many of the structures around the lake
were built during the late 1930s by
Civilian Conservation Corps.

Figure 2.6 – WPA spillway at Okmulgee
Okmulgee is the Muskogee (Creek) Nation
capital and as a word it means “bubbling
waters”, whereas Dripping Springs Lake was named after the spring that now flows under the
lake’s surface.
Dripping Springs Lake spreads 1,050 acres, includes 32 miles of shoreline, and offers scenery,
relaxation and a family friendly environment. Dripping Springs Lake has become a premier
location for bass fishing. Fishermen are invited to test their skills against the submerged trees and
brush of the lake in their quest for the big catch. Other popular species, native to the lake, include
catfish, crappie, largemouth bass, white bass and bluegill. Dripping Springs Lake was completed
in 1979 and was designated Oklahoma’s first “Trophy Bass Lake”. This cool stream feeds the
lake and provides a haven for numerous species of game fish that are available year round. In
total, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park encompass numerous campgrounds,
group camps, lake access areas, beaches, picnic facilities, and other facilities.
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Natural Resources in the Park
Climate and Air Quality
Using the Koeppen classification of climate types, Okmulgee County is in the “humid
subtropical” zone. This zone is a moist mid-latitude climate with mild winters and hot, muggy
summers. Precipitation during winter is usually rain, while thunderstorms are common during the
summer. Temperatures in Okmulgee County will frequently exceed 90o during July and August,
occasionally exceeding 100o. By contrast, January is the coldest month with temperatures
dropping into the teens upon occasion. The annual average temperature for Okmulgee County is
approximately 61o (National Geographic Society, 2012).
Precipitation ranges from 35 – 40 inches across the northwestern half of Okmulgee County to 40
– 45 inches for the southeast portion. Snowfall will average between six and eight inches
annually. Okmulgee County can experience 48 to 50 thunderstorms annually, with the majority
of those occurring during the summer months. There is an average of between 11 and 20 tornadic
storms in Okmulgee County each year (National Geographic Society, 2012).

Archeology of Okmulgee State Park
Archeological evidence indicates 300 million years ago, Okmulgee Lake was a natural lake and
much larger than it is now. During the Pennsylvanian Period, dated from 200 to 250 million
years ago, the future state of Oklahoma was swamped under a vast sea. As the waters of that sea
receded they left behind many unusual
rock formations still visible within
Okmulgee State Park. In addition to the
unusual rock formations, the receding sea
deposited thousands of sea creatures. One
of those remnants is the fossil
Gymnophyllum Wardi (G. wardi) or
“Button Coral.” This type of fossil is
found only in a very few places
worldwide, but is fairly common in
Okmulgee State Park. Most specimens
are known from the upper portion of the
Wewoka formation in Okmulgee County.
Numerous fossils found within Okmulgee
State Park are on display (Figure 2.7) at
the park office. These offer excellent
interpretive opportunities.

Topography
Okmulgee County is located in the
sandstone hills region of Oklahoma,
consisting of parallel sandstone ridges
along broad shale valleys. These ridges
have fairly steep east-facing slopes with

Figure 2.7 – Fossils found in the park
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gradual slopes on the west sides. Most of these ridges have been dissected by streams resulting in
a rough topography as evidenced at Okmulgee State Park.
This area is classified as “interior plains” using the Fenneman Physiography Classification
(National Geographic Society, 2012). Further detail places Okmulgee County in the central
lowlands province and the Osage Plains section.

Geology
Okmulgee County is part of the Cherokee Platform geologic province. The county includes 10
geologic units of which the Senora formation covers 27% of the area, the Wewoka formation
covers 24% of the area, Calvin Sandstone covers 12%, alluvium covers 11% and all other
formations comprise the remainder of the county.
These formations are primarily shale, sandstone and limestone, with occasional deposits of coal.
The Senora formation varies in thickness from 150 to 500 feet, while the Wewoka formation
ranges from 400 to 750 feet in thickness (USGS, 2012).
During 2011 and 2012, the area just west of Okmulgee was fairly active with earthquakes
ranging from 2.0 to 3.5 on the Richter scale. Most of these earthquakes were centered on a fault
line about 35 miles west of Okmulgee State Park.

Soil
The Natural Resource Conservation Service provided soil reports for Okmulgee State Park and
Dripping Springs State Park. The soil maps for these two locations are shown in Figures 2.9 and

Okmulgee State Park and
Dripping Springs State Park

Figure 2.8 – Geological provinces of Oklahoma
Source: Oklahoma Geological Survey
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2.12 on the following pages, with Figure 2.10 and 2.11 providing the detail legends for those
maps.
Okmulgee State Park has less variation in soil composition with 77% of its area composed of the
Hector-Endsaw complex. This complex exhibits slopes of 5 to 30%. The next most common soil
in Okmulgee State Park is Hector-Clearview complex covering about 14% of the property. The
Hector-Clearview complex occurs at higher elevations and has 1 to 5% slopes.
In general, soils in Okmulgee State Park are subject to moderate to severe erosion. That is
evident in areas such as Blackjack. The soil report reveals that Okmulgee State Park is very
limited without modification for camping. The area is also very limited for picnic areas and
playgrounds without modification of the soil base. Paths and trails are somewhat limited in these
soils and must be designed with elevation contours in mind.
Dripping Springs State Park has considerably more variation in soil composition, presenting
greater variety of soils and greater distribution of those varieties. The largest acreage in this
portion of the park is composed of the Bates-Collinsville formation with slopes of 1 to 5%. The
next most common soil is the Hector-Endsaw composition, as is common in Okmulgee State
Park. Hector-Endsaw composition occurs in the areas with 5 to 30% slope. The third common
soil is the Hector-Clearview with 1 to 5% slopes, as was also true in Okmulgee State Park. A
fourth complex in Dripping Springs State Park is the Collinsville-Tahina complex with slopes of
10 to 30%.
The soil compositions with the greatest slopes are the most subject to erosion. A review of the
soil report shows that the Clovis Point area is not limited for camping, although other areas of
Dripping Springs are somewhat limited with modification. The Clovis Point area is not limited
for paths and trails or for picnic areas. The entire property is somewhat limited for playgrounds
unless the surface is modified.
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Figure 2.9 – Soil map of Okmulgee State Park
37

Figure 2.10 – Legend for Figure 2.9 on previous page

Figure 2.11 – Legend for Figure 2.12 on following page
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Figure 2.12 – Soil map for Dripping Springs State Park
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Hydrology
Okmulgee County extends across three watersheds, but the central portion of the county that
includes Okmulgee State Park is in the Deep Fork (11100303) watershed. This watershed
originates in central Oklahoma, within the urban area of metropolitan Oklahoma City. The Deep
Fork of the Canadian River then flows into Lake Eufaula southeast of Okmulgee.

Figure 2.13 – Watersheds of Okmulgee County
Source: EPA, 2012
Above left and right: Deep Fork watershed (100303)
Right: Okmulgee County in three watersheds

The Oklahoma Water Resources Board provides a report of the Beneficial Use Monitoring
Program (BUMP) related to allocation of water resources and approved uses for that water.
Figures 2.14 and 2.15 on the following pages document the BUMP report for Okmulgee Lake
and Dripping Springs Lake.
Okmulgee Lake was constructed in 1927 and has received improvement to the impoundment
since that time. Okmulgee Lake has a capacity of 14,170 acre feet of water. Presently that water
is approved for water supply and recreation. Water quality testing on Okmulgee Lake reveals
that the water is low in dissolved oxygen, a condition that has adverse effects on fish habitat. It is
also somewhat turbid, thereby not revealing its true color. It is important to note that Okmulgee
Lake fully supports primary body contact recreation.
Dripping Springs Lake was constructed in 1950, with a capacity of 16,200 acre feet of water.
The BUMP report shows that Dripping Springs Lake is turbid which affects its true color. It is
also low in dissolved oxygen, an important factor to consider since Dripping Springs Lake is
identified as a “Trophy Bass Lake.” Low dissolved oxygen levels reduce the health of the habitat
as a fishery. Dripping Springs Lake supports primary body contact recreation.
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Figure 2.14 – BUMP report for Okmulgee Lake
Source: Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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Figure 2.15 – BUMP report for Dripping Springs Lake
Source: Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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Vegetative Cover
Okmulgee State Park is located on the eastern edge of the Cross Timbers ecosystem, the largest
single ecosystem type in the state of Oklahoma. Ecologically distinct lines do not exist between
the Cross Timbers region and the adjacent Mixed-grass Prairie and Tallgrass Prairie regions.
Therefore, areas of overlap occur where patches of mixed-grass prairie habitat are embedded
within oak woodlands and patches of oak woodland or shrubland are embedded within mixedgrass and tallgrass prairie habitats. Tallgrass prairies occur throughout the region and comprise
most of the region’s grassland acres (ODWC, 2005a).

Okmulgee State Park

Figure 2.16 – Ecosystems of Oklahoma
Source: Oklahoma Department of Forestry
The dominant tree species in this habitat are the Post Oak (Quercus stellata) and Blackjack Oak
(Quercus marilandica) and these two oaks may comprise as much as 90 percent of the canopy
cover. Other common trees include Black Hickory (Carya texana), Black Oak (Quercus
velutina) and Eastern Red cedar (Juniperus virginiana). Black Hickory and Black Oak are more
common in the more mesic sites in the eastern part of the Region.
Eastern Red cedar is common throughout the region and has increased in abundance during the
past century as a result of the suppression of periodic fires. Prominent understory plants include
Chinquapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii), Chittamwood (Bumelia lanuginosa), Eastern Redbud
(Cercis canadensis), Roughleaf Dogwood (Cornus drummondii), Mexican Plum (Prunus
mexicana), and Winged Sumac (Rhus copallina). In the eastern portion of the region, Winged
Elm (Ulmus alata) is a common understory tree. In sites that are drier and/or have a higher
frequency of fire, the Crosstimbers has a more woodland or savannah-like structure. These areas
typically have a grassy understory dominated by Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), but
also with Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans), Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), and Small
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Panicgrass (Panicum oligosanthes). On rocky limestone soils in the Arbuckle Mountains, Texas
Oak (Quercus shumardii texana), Chinquapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii), Ashe Juniper
(Juniperus ashei), and Texas Ash (Fraxinus texensis) are common associates with Post Oak and
Blackjack Oak (ODWC, 2005b).

Wildlife
Cross Timbers forests offer excellent wildlife habitat and are especially important to many
species of birds, including the bald eagle and other birds of prey and threatened species, such as
the Peregrine falcon, barn owl and grasshopper sparrow. Many areas of the forests, or adjacent to
the forests, are stopovers for waterfowl migrating along the Central Flyway of North America.
Numerous species of birds have been identified in Okmulgee County including kestrals,
woodpeckers, blue birds, a variety of song birds, and kingfishers. Fly catchers, hummingbirds,
meadowlark, ospreys, bald eagles, gold finches, tanagers, cooper’s hawks, various gulls, great
blue herons, great egrets, northern bobwhite, great horned owls, yellow-billed cuckoos, and
orioles have also been spotted. Finally, various duck species, migrating white pelicans and
avocets, and double crested cormorants have be seen in the area.
Nuisance Species
There are two primary invasive species that present threats to
Okmulgee State Park. First, phragmites are growing in dense stands in
Dripping Springs Lake. Phragmites are wetland reeds found throughout
the United States. There are native and exotic genotypes requiring
different management strategies. Phragmites can grow to be 15 feet or
higher in dense stands with 200 stems per square meter. Phragmites
reproduce by seed, but primarily by rhizomes (Invasive Plants, 2012).
Figure 2.17 – Phragmites in Dripping Springs Lake
The second nuisance species of concern are feral hogs. Feral hogs are usually considered to be a
nuisance species. Okmulgee County is an area considered to be “sparse” in numbers of feral hogs
in the northwest portion of the county – meaning 13 or fewer hogs per square mile, but
“moderate” (13 – 58 hogs per square mile) in the southeastern part of the county (Stevens, 2010).
In addition to the damage that feral hogs can cause to native plants, they are potentially
dangerous in contact with people and vehicles.
Endangered or Threatened Species
There are no state-listed threatened or endangered species identified in Okmulgee County.
However, there are two federally-listed species. The American Burying Beetle is listed as
endangered and the Piping Plover is listed as threatened.
American Burying Beetle (Nicrophorus americanus)
The American burying beetle (ABB) is a large (0.98-1.4 inches) shiny black beetle, has hardened
protective wing covers (elytra) that meet in a straight line down the back. Each elytron has 2
scalloped shaped orange-red markings. The most diagnostic feature is the large orange-red
marking on the raised portion of the pronotum (shield over the mid-section between head and
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wings), which is circular in shape with flattened margins and
raised central portion. Has orange-red frons (a mustache-like
feature) and single orange-red marking on top of head
(triangular in females and rectangular in males), large
antennae with notable orange clubs at tips.
Federally-listed as endangered (54 FR 29652; July 13,
1989). Critical habitat has not been designated. At the time
of listing in 1989, there were only two known populations,
one in Oklahoma and one in Rhode Island.

Figure 2.18 – American
The ABB is currently restricted to the eastern and western
Burying Beetle
extremities of its historic range, ABB have disappeared from
over 90% of their historic range. Habitat loss, alteration, and degradation have been attributed to
the decline. In Oklahoma, ABB is currently known to occur in over 21 counties. Of particular
concern for ABB conservation is earth disturbances from construction projects because ABB are
usually underground or under leaf litter during the daytime and can easily be killed if soil is
compacted or removed.
The ABB is an annual species (lives for just one year), nocturnal (active only at night), a strong
flier, usually reproduces only once, and undergoes complete metamorphosis. ABB is active in
summer and inactive during winter. During winter months when temperatures are below 60°F
(15°C) ABB bury their bodies in the soil to overwinter. When temperatures are above 60°F
(15°C) they emerge from the soil and begin mating and reproduction. ABB are scavengers
dependent on carrion for their life cycle and must compete with vertebrate and other invertebrate
species for carrion. Reproduction involves burying a small vertebrate carcass (1-9 ounces; 35250 grams), laying eggs beside the carcass, then larvae feeding on the carcass until mature. Both
parents provide care to their young.
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
The piping plover is a 5-inch long pale grayish-brown
shorebird with a white breast. During the breeding season, it
has a black breast band that is sometimes incomplete and a
black bar between its eyes. The bill is dull orange with a
black tip and the legs and feet are orange.
Piping plovers occur in three disjointed populations in North
America: Northern Great Plains, Great Lakes, and Atlantic
Coast. This species migrates through Oklahoma each spring
and fall.

Figure 2.19 – Piping Plover
In Oklahoma, the piping plover is a biannual migrant,
traveling between its nesting habitat to the north of
Oklahoma (the Great Plains population nests from Kansas to southern Canada), and its wintering
grounds on the gulf coast.
Migration through Oklahoma is likely to occur from March-May and July-September. Piping
plovers usually migrate as individuals or small groups and may be seen along sandbars of major
rivers, salt flats, and mudflats of reservoirs. Piping plovers forage on these shoreline habitats and
eat small invertebrates.
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The Great Plains population of piping plover was federally listed as a threatened species on
December 11, 1985 (50 CFR 21784). There is no designated critical habitat for piping plovers in
Oklahoma. Conservation of this species has focused on breeding and wintering habitat and
relatively little is known about the habitat used during migration. During migration, piping
plovers have been documented in many areas of Oklahoma from the panhandle to the eastern
border and probably migrate through or over all of Oklahoma.
Okmulgee Wildlife Management Area
One of the unique aspects of Okmulgee State Park is the adjoining property managed by the
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation at Okmulgee Wildlife Management Area. This
area covers 10,000 acres immediately north of the park. Okmulgee WMA contains one of the
largest known tracts of old growth Post oak/Blackjack oak Cross Timbers forest, including trees
that are over 350 years of age.
Because of proximity to the park, it is possible that game and non-game animals and birds move
between the properties. Identified game species at Okmulgee WMA are quail, deer, turkey,
rabbit, bobcats, coyotes, raccoons, doves, and squirrels. Non-game species include bald eagles,
other raptors, and numerous song birds.

Accessibility
The Oklahoma State Parks Division strives for accessibility for those with disabilities in all its
park locations and facilities and has an access plan for the Division. Many parks and facilities
were designed and constructed before the passage of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), and well before the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)
were developed. Further, by its very nature, the natural environment may not lend itself to easy
access for those with mobility impairments.
The technical provisions of the ADA permit deviation from the stated guidelines. These
provisions allow deviation from full compliance if accessibility cannot be provided because
(1) compliance would cause substantial harm to cultural, historic, religious or significant natural
features or characteristics; (2) substantially alter the nature of the setting or purpose of the
facility; (3) require construction methods or materials that are prohibited by federal, state or local
regulations or statutes; or (4) would not be feasible due to terrain or the prevailing construction
practices.
In 2007, the United States Access Board issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) for
outdoor developed areas. These rules and their associated interpretations have direct bearing on
the consideration of access in Okmulgee State Park. The minimum requirements found in the
NPRM for outdoor developed areas are based on several principles developed through the
regulatory negotiating process. They include (U.S. Access Board, 2009):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Protect the resource and environment
Preserve the experience
Provide for equality of opportunity
Maximize accessibility
Be reasonable
Address safety
Be clear, simple, and understandable
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8. Provide guidance
9. Be enforceable and measurable
10. Be consistent with Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (as much as
possible)
11. Be based on independent use by persons with disabilities
Trails that currently exist in the recommended properties are all natural surfaces, although
several of the properties have hard surface sidewalks in the developed areas. Any one designated
trail may make use of all or several surface types. If major trail redesign or construction were to
occur, it would be important to ensure compliance with the ADA standards where appropriate.
The NPRM addresses ten provisions that must be considered related to trail accessibility. These
provisions are:
1. Surface – must be firm and stable
2. Clear tread width – minimum of 36 inches
3. Openings in surface – may not permit passage of sphere one-half inch in diameter
4. Protruding object – minimum of 80” of clear headroom above the trail
5. Tread obstacles – cannot exceed a maximum of two inches
6. Passing space – minimum of 60” by 60” at intervals of 1000’ or less
7. Slope – addresses cross slope and running slope
8. Resting intervals – at least 60” in width
9. Edge protection – not necessarily required, but may be provided
10. Signage – information on distance and departure from technical provisions
An example of possible signage for trails as
suggested by the National Center on Accessibility
is shown in Figure 2.20. As of 2010, no specific
signs have been designated for universal
communication related to accessible trails.
However, these signs communicate the concept of
accessibility in outdoor developed recreation
spaces that include trails.
Other considerations related to access for persons
with disabilities include “Braille trail” concepts
that allow persons with visual limitations to enjoy
the features of a trail. This is particularly true if the
trail is interpretive in nature, with signs
communicating information related to natural,
cultural, historic, or other significant topics related
to the park environment.
In an effort to fully disclose the extent of
accessibility within state parks, the Oklahoma
State Park Division developed terms to describe
two levels of access; these terms are used in State
Parks publications: accessible and usable.
47

Figure 2.20 – Accessible Trail
Signage

Accessible indicates that the park “substantially complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). The facility is connected with a
barrier-free-route-of-travel from an accessible parking area.”
Usable indicates that the “facility allows significant access. Some individuals with
disabilities may have difficulty and need assistance. Due to topography and the
primitive nature of some sites, parking and connecting routes may not be accessible to
all with disabilities” (OTRD, 2007).
OTRD began development of the properties at Okmulgee State Park before the passage of the
ADA; thus, many of the established structures do not meet the explicit requirements of the law.
In several locations, OTRD has added accessible restrooms, developed hard surface campsites,
installed walkways, and made other efforts to improve accessibility. However, the number of
designated accessible campsites and parking spaces in several locations are inadequate. In other
settings, the restrooms are not accessible. The existing trails in these properties are not currently
accessible trails, and such modification may not be desirable. The natural terrain varies
considerably and is quite rocky; in addition, the environment includes vulnerable animal species.
Thus, ADAAG-defined accessibility to every area of the park is not practical, nor necessarily
desirable.
Throughout Okmulgee State Park, it will be necessary to complete a thorough review of
accessibility. In addition and in light of continuous updating, new rule-making, and interpretation
of rules on-going vigilance related to accessibility is required.
An example of this rule-making and interpretation took effect March 15, 2011 under the
Department of Justice ruling that specified “other power-driven mobility devices” (OPDMD)
that could be used on trails by individuals with mobility limitations. At present, the expectation
is that the operating entity (OTRD) shall “make reasonable modifications in policies, practices,
or procedures to permit the use of other power-driven mobility devices by individuals with
mobility disabilities, unless the public entity can demonstrate that the class of OPDMD cannot be
operated in accordance with legitimate safety requirements that the public entity has adopted
based on actual risks” (American Trails, 2011).
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Chapter 3 – Current Status of the Resource
Recreational Development
Okmulgee State Park is managed as a single unit in combination with the property identified as
Dripping Springs State Park, which is in close proximity. As a result, there is sharing of staff,
financial, and other resources that makes it difficult to entirely separate between the properties.
Both areas are natural and recreational resources for the area around the City of Okmulgee.
Management of Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park encompasses operation of
boating, and a wide range of recreational experiences and amenities.
These facilities are detailed in the following discussion. For ease of presentation, the discussion
and presentation begins at the northern portion of Okmulgee State Park and proceeds southerly,
leading through the main property of Okmulgee State Park and concluding with Dripping
Springs State Park. Okmulgee State Park is about three miles from Dripping Springs State Park,
allowing visitors to enjoy both parks in one visit. Dripping Springs Lake is located five miles
southwest of Okmulgee in east central Oklahoma. The visitor enters Okmulgee State Park from
the north along a county road. The map on the following page, Figure 3.2, provides an overview
of the features of Okmulgee State Park, including Dripping Springs State Park.

Entry to Okmulgee State Park
Okmulgee State Park is located five miles
west of Okmulgee on Highway 56. For
most visitors to enter the park, they need to
access it from the north. The WPA dam
that forms Okmulgee Lake can be seen
from either State Highway 56 or by
walking the wetland trail, located near the
park entrance. Along the wetland trail
visitors can observe what remains of CCCbuilt ponds that were once part of a fish
hatchery that served this lake. Additionally,
Okmulgee State Park is located just one
Figure 3.1 – Entry sign for Okmulgee State
half mile east of the main entrance to the
Park
Game Management Area, of the Okmulgee
Wildlife Management Area on State Highway 56.
Highway 56 is a two-lane road, winding through the forested lake and stream valley at the
intersection with Dripping Springs Road entering Okmulgee State Park. The intersection forms a
“Y” rather than a right-angle. As a result, some entering visitors cut the corner entering the park
without consideration of the on-coming traffic on Highway 56. There is no turning lane on
Highway 56, although a turning lane would aid in traffic flow.
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Figure 3.2 – Detail of Okmulgee State Park & Dripping Springs State Park
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Okmulgee Lake Dam
At the northern limit of the park boundary, the dam at Okmulgee Lake is a picturesque location
attracting sightseers and photographers. The dam is just north of the intersection of Dripping
Springs Road and Highway 56. At this point, Highway 56 has been widened with broad
shoulders to accommodate traffic and sightseers. However, the mixing of foot traffic and
vehicles occasionally presents problems.

Figure 3.3 – Dam at Okmulgee
State Park
Left: downstream face of the dam
Below: as it is seen from the top of the
spillway

The Okmulgee Lake dam is a
historic property, constructed by the
Works Progress Administration. As such,
it is an important resource supporting the
history and culture of the region. It also
impounds Okmulgee Lake, providing the
central rationale for the existence of the
state park.

Willows Wetland
Continuing into the park on Dripping Springs Road, a park
visitor would come to an area known as Willows Wetland,
which occupies 30 acres below the spillway. The Willows
Wetland adjoins the water utility maintenance area for the City
of Okmulgee. Although a boardwalk is visible from the road,
and a loop is constructed for cars, no signage indicates the
purpose or experience that is available. According to the
management of the park, this area has been under construction
the last few years without having a definite completion date.
Additionally, replacement of timbers as part of maintenance
needs to be conducted as some of the existing ones are
weathered or warped presenting trip hazards. A parking area for
three cars and two buses or RVs allows visitors to gain access to
the Willows Wetland from their vehicles. This parking area is
ADA compliant.
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Figure 3.4 – Willows
Wetland walkway

The walkway leads to a gazebo which offers opportunities
for interpretation of the wetlands. A dedication plaque is
posted inside the gazebo as shown in Figure 3.5
commemorating the 2011 project.

Figure 3.5 – Willows Wetland at Okmulgee State Park

Pin Oak Landing Area
Continuing on Dripping Springs Road, a park visitor would come to Pin Oak Landing, a day use
area on the north side of the drive. This area provides a boat ramp, a swimming beach, and an
accessible fishing dock. The boat ramp has been developed for day use with the intent of
providing day visitors a location to access the Okmulgee Lake, put in their boats, and have a
location to park their vehicles and boat trailers. The accessible fishing pier is supported by
approximately 15 parking spots designed to accommodate vehicles and trailers. During holidays,
like Memorial weekend, Pin Oak Landing is one of the park’s areas most heavily used especially
from clientele who favor racing boat activities.
Table 3.1 – Amenity Detail for Pin Oak Landing
Pin Oak Landing
Recreation Amenity
Boat Ramp
1
Fishing pier
1 ADA accessible
Shelter
2
Playground
0
Restrooms
1 restroom
1 vault toilet

Figure 3.6 – Accessible fishing
pier
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Figure 3.7 – Pin Oak Beach
Above left: boat ramp with courtesy dock (note personal floatation devices)
Above right: beach rules
Middle: beach area (note fishing pier in background)
Bottom: watercraft at boat ramp

As shown in Figure 3.7, the beach area attracts a range of recreational visitors. Okmulgee Lake
has a tradition of high speed boating activities, reflected in the types of watercraft frequenting the
lake. As a result, Okmulgee State Park can be fairly noisy due to the decibel levels produced by
this type of watercraft.
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Pin Oak Landing includes evidence of the
Civilian Conservation Corps and other early
construction as shown in Figure 3.8. These steps
lead from one terraced level to another upward
from the parking lot to the grade of Dripping
Springs Road.
Figure 3.8 –CCC steps at Pin Oak Landing

Within the vicinity of Pin Oak Landing were three building structures, owned by the City of
Okmulgee, scheduled to be demolished due to the deterioration of their structure as part of a
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) land reclamation project. The demolition of these
three buildings was completed during summer of 2012.
These structures were cabins for private use, an example
of which is shown in Figure 3.9. Once reclaimed, the
area along Dripping Springs Road in Pin Oak Landing
will regain the appearance of forest and grassland.

Figure 3.9 –Example of scheduled demolition

Just to the south of Pin Oak Landing is Pin Oak Overlook, which consists of a retaining wall and
flagstone that once was part of a magnificent boathouse constructed by the CCC, lost to a fire in
the 1950s. The retaining wall is not stable; thus for safety, visitors are advised not to go near to
this structure.

Figure 3.10 –
Remaining Structure
of Boathouse

During preparation of the RMP, discussions and planning were occurring related to potential
restoration and development of this historic boathouse into a usable facility. The lakefront
boathouse location includes a multi-level parking lot that also incorporates CCC-era stonework.
These walls and steps demonstrate the quality of workmanship and style associated with New
Deal-era projects.
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Adjacent to the parking lot and in easy access from Dripping Springs Road, a much newer
pavilion encourages picnics and other group activities. At present, this pavilion is not in
compliance with ADA guidelines for accessibility due to lack of accessible walkways. The
pavilion provides an excellent view across Okmulgee Lake.

Figure 3.11 – Pavilion
at Pin Oak overlook

Oak Leaf Nature Trail
In the vicinity of Pin Oak Landing Overlook, a visitor would find a trailhead for the Oak Leaf
Nature Trail. This particular trail is part of the original park built in the 1930s. The original trail
was constructed by men as part of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). Oak Leaf Nature Trail now consists of 3½ miles, three of which
wind and loop through the woods crossing a small bridge, whereas the remaining ½ mile of trail
is accessible for persons with disabilities. This trail consists of several loops that can be used to
take different walks without covering the same trails. The accessible trail portion is paved 5-ft.
wide with interpretive signage placed along the trail. The rest of the trails system meanders along
the lakeside and through the wooded areas of the park. Most of the trail system is easy, but some
portions are considered moderately difficult.

Figure 3.12 – Oak Leaf Trail
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Blackjack Area
Continuing south on Dripping Springs Road, the next developed location is the Blackjack Area.
Blackjack is identified as a tent camping location on OTRD maps and signage along Dripping
Springs Road. However, Blackjack is an area that has little topsoil and is on sloping terrain. As a
result it is marginally functional as a campground. In addition, Blackjack is not supported with
essential restroom facilities.

Figure 3.13 – Black
Jack area
Above: area sign
Middle: campsite
Right: roadway in need of
repair

Management of the state park expressed an interest in reducing the number of campsites from 30
to approximately 8, as the area attracts few visitors and it would be easier to be supervised during
the “slow” months of the year. Even during popular holidays like the Memorial Day weekend,
very few campsites are occupied, a fact that justifies the decision of the management of the park
to reduce the number of the campsites to under 10. Furthermore, repair activities need to be
implemented along roadways to and through Blackjack as road erosion significantly interferes
with driving enjoyment.

Park Office
Continuing southward on Dripping
Springs Road, the next public area is
located on the east side of the
roadway. This is the Okmulgee State
Park office. The Park office is
accessible from a small parking lot
adjacent to Dripping Springs Road,
although the office is limited in
capacity and not truly designed for
public use. Within the park office, a
gift shop is in operation by state park
staff. The state park office has an
accessible restroom.

Figure 3.14 – Park Office
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The area surrounding the park office serves as a gathering point for some special events. An
example of such events was a bake sale and pet adoption during the 2012 Memorial Day
weekend. Such events encourage increased traffic in the office area, although they may also
increase congestion around the office.

Figure 3.15 –
Bake sale and
pet event near
Park Office

Immediately south of the office there is a side road leading to a maintenance and residential area.
This restricted area including the residential area for the state park manager, as well as
maintenance facilities, is located just west of the office area. The entry to this location is mowed
and well-maintained, marked as a service area, and restricted from public access.

Figure 3.16 – Maintenance and
residential area
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Water Tower
Opposite the Park Office at the highest point in Okmulgee State
Park stands an impressive water tower that was built by WPA. It
features a 6 foot high sandstone base and its steel tank is 50 feet
high. The area also includes an additional parking location to
support activities in the office area. However, observations of
the behaviors of park visitors indicate that they prefer to park on
the grass around the office than across the street in this overflow
area.

Figure 3.17 – Water Tower

Red Oak Area
The largest campground in Okmulgee State Park is
located along the lakeshore southwest of the office area.
Red Oak Campground extends north to south along the
western slope of the hillside below the water tower. A
privately funded map shown in Figure 3.18 details the
general layout of Red Oak. Due to the design and traffic
patterns within Red Oak, there is a mixing of day use
activity with camping. Red Oak includes defined
campsites and unimproved camping opportunities, a boat
ramp, a swim beach, and picnic pavilions.

Figure 3.18 – Red Oak
Area
Left: entry sign
Right: general
campground layout

Red Oak includes several historic structures, primarily focused on two CCC constructed picnic
shelters. These distinctive structures were designed by National Park Service architects. These
architects worked under the direction of Herbert Maier. Based on his design work in the 1920s at
Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and Yosemite National Parks, Maier was highly acclaimed for his
“rustic” park structures. Maier’s buildings were designed so as to blend into the landscape.
Throughout Red Oak Campground are native stone picnic grills. Also within the park’s
campground and picnic areas visitors can see stone steps that were part of a CCC-era walking
trail. The structures are iconic reminders of the New Deal-era activity across the nation, but
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especially present in several Oklahoma State Parks. Figure 3.19 documents the detail of these
structures, their current condition, and the remnants of misuse of the historic buildings.

Figure 3.19 – CCC structure
in Red Oak area
Note: graffiti on fireplace

As in Pin Oak Landing, the boat ramp at the north end of Red Oak area is very popular especially
during holidays and summer weekends. Table 3.2 on the following page presents a summary of
the campground amenities provided at Red Oak area.

Figure 3.20 – Campground amenities in Red Oak area
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Table 3.2 – Campground Detail for Red Oak Area
Red Oak Area
Campground Amenity
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
2 (1 ADA accessible)
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
28
Unimproved (no utilities)
7
Boat Ramp
1
RV camping
33 (1 ADA accessible)
Pavilion
3
Playgroup
1
Comfort Station
2 (1 ADA accessible – Figure 3.20)
Dump station
1
Between Red Oak area and Hickory Point area a visitor can visit an unmarked area, where the
remains of a chimney exist (probably from a CCC structure; Figure 3.21). This structure presents
a hazard for the park and necessary actions need to be taken by the management of the park.
Nearby, RMP research staff found used needles indicating this area provides some level of
privacy leading to undesirable activity within the park.
Figure 3.21 – South of Red
Oak
Far right: remains of structure
Near right: used needle

Hickory Point Area
Continuing south on Dripping Springs Road, the next
developed facility is Hickory Point area, a campground
and day use area on the west side of the drive. As is true
with Red Oak, the design of Hickory Point encourages
mixed use activity for day visitors
and campers. As is indicated on the
entry sign, Hickory Point includes
RV and tent camping, a playgroup,
boat ramp, swimming beach, and
sanitary dump station.

Figure 3.22 – Hickory Point
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Hickory Point is well named based on its location on a peninsula dotted with hardwood trees.
The campground is designed in a loop with the outer portions sloping toward the water.

Figure 3.23 – Amenities in Hickory Point

Table 3.3 – Campground Detail for Hickory Point
Hickory Point
Campground Amenity
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
18
Unimproved (no utilities)
6
Boat Ramp
1
RV camping
24
Playground
1 (in 2 areas)
Comfort Stations
1
Dump station
1
To the south of Hickory Point, Dripping Springs Road exits the main body of Okmulgee State
Park and continues southward as a county road. The road continues through a generally rural
environment of mixed agricultural and residential use. While there are some well-appointed
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properties along the road, there are also several properties that are in poorer condition.
Approximately three miles south of Hickory Point, Dripping Springs Road comes to an
intersection marked with a large sign identifying Dripping Springs State Park.
A small convenience store occasionally
operates at this intersection and is the
closest commercial outlet for park visitors
to purchase ice and basic supplies.

Figure 3.24 – North entry sign to
Dripping Springs State Park

Dripping Springs Road continues southward before making a sharp turn to the west. Just beyond
the turn to the west, a visitor will see the first recreational development in Dripping Springs State
Park. That development is Calf Creek Landing.

Calf Creek Landing
Calf Creek Landing is well named since it is primarily a boat ramp and parking area. A two-lane
boat ramp has been developed for day use with the intent of providing day visitors a location to
access the Dripping Springs Lake, as well as a location to park their vehicles and boat trailers.
The area is supported by approximately 40 parking spots designed to accommodate vehicles and
trailers. Restrooms are located on this property, but these vault units were closed throughout the
preparation of the RMP. The roadway and parking lot in this area are natural surface.

Figure 3.25 – Amenities at Calf Creek Landing
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Clovis Point and Garyito Point
Continuing south on the same drive, a park visitor would come to Clovis Point and Garyito
Point, the other two developed locations at Dripping Springs State Park. These areas are located
next to each other, and they provide many semi-modern campsites, along with unimproved
campsites, a swimming beach, a playground and two picnic pavilions.

Figure 3.26 – Amenities at Garyito Point

Garyito Point provides a primitive camping area with vault toilets. The road through the
campground is surfaced with natural materials. The primary campers that utilize Garyito Point
are persons with tents or small pop-up campers.
Clovis Point is adjacent to Garyito Point and provides a campground with modern facilities. The
general layout of the Clovis Point campground is shown in Figure 3.27.

Figure 3.27 – Clovis Point sign and layout
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There are three distinct nodes developed in the Clovis Point area. Upon entry into the area, to the
north (right) a visitor will see the beach. To the south, a visitor will see a developed group
recreational vehicle area, and further into the area toward the lake is the main campground.
The beach area includes vault toilet facilities that have been permanently closed and a sanitary
dump station. Vault toilets nearing the fishing dock remain usable. Although the beach
regulations indicate “pets prohibited,” it was quite common to observe dogs on the beach and in
the water.

Figure 3.28 – Amenities at Clovis Point beach

The group recreational vehicle area has been designed as an open field with electrical service and
water pedestals along the outer border. Several individual shelters provide some shade at picnic
tables. This area is utilized on summer holidays, but offers little aesthetic enjoyment.

Figure 3.29 – Group RV area at Clovis Point
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In aesthetic contrast to the Group RV area, the main portion of Clovis Point campground is an
attractive, wooded, lakeside environment. This area commonly includes a mixing of recreational
vehicles along with tents in the campsites. As shown in Figure 3.30, multiple vehicles and
multiple camping units often utilize single sites or expand beyond designated campsites.

Figure 3.30 – Campground
amenities at Clovis Point

In addition to the amenities in the campground intended for campers, there are several amenities
that will attract day visitors, particularly boaters and anglers. However, day visitors may also be
attracted to the area for picnics. The experience at Dripping Springs Lake is distinctly different
from the experience on Lake Okmulgee. Whereas Lake Okmulgee attracts high speed power
boating, Dripping Springs Lake is limited to watercraft utilized for fishing. As a result, speed on
the lake is much lower and noise is much lower as well. The fishing dock is intended to allow for
fishing from shore without the need for a boat, although boaters frequently utilized the dock as a
courtesy dock (Figure 3.31 on the following page).
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Figure 3.31 – Additional
amenities at Clovis
Point

Table 3.4 provides a summary of the facilities included in Dripping Springs State Park with the
exception of Calf Creek Landing.
Table 3.4 – Campground Detail for Clovis Point and Garyito Point
Clovis Point and Garyito Point
Campground Amenity
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
28 (all have 50 amp hookups)
Unimproved (no utilities)
2 (Clovis Point)
14 (Garyito Point)
Boat Ramp
1 lighted ramp & 1 fishing dock
RV camping
28 (3 ADA accessible)
Group RV
48
(semi-modern -w/portable pedestals)
Pavilion
2
Playgroup
1
Comfort stations
1 (ADA accessible)
Vault toilets
2 at Garyito Point & 2 at Clovis Point
Dump station
1

Figure 3.32 – Fisherman at Dripping Springs
Lake
Note phragmites (reeds) in the background
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South of Clovis Point and within the leased area is a wooded and grassland environment within
the boundaries of Okmulgee State Park. The area is posted for “Hunting and Trapping,” although
trapping is not permitted and hunting is limited to waterfowl hunting from boats on the lake. This
area also includes an equestrian trail. At present the trail is approximately seven miles long, with
plans to extend it to 25 miles. All work on the trail has been by volunteers.

General Day Use Areas
As has been indicated in the prior discussion, day use at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park is integrated into the same areas in which camping will occur. Day visitors to
the park include picnickers, sightseers, swimmers, boaters, and trail users, as well as visitors who
enjoy an outdoor environment for a myriad of other reasons. Most sightseers are simply driving
through the property as a recreational visit. Picnickers may spend an hour or more on property,
utilizing a picnic table or the individual shelter, the playground, the restroom, or other amenities.
For these visitors, there is no fee for access.
Boaters may visit Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park and typically would
utilize the lighted boat ramps in Okmulgee Lake and Dripping Springs Lake. Swimmers, some of
whom are day visitors while others are also camping, are observed in the four designated swim
beaches at Okmulgee Lake and one at Dripping Springs Lake, respectively. During popular
holidays, like the Memorial Day weekend, it is very common that specific areas within the parks
to be very crowded (Pin Oak Landing, Black Jack and Red Oak areas).

Park Visitation
Attendance records have been kept since the opening days of the park. It should be noted that
counting park visitors can be a challenging task and an inaccurate process. Technically, every
person entering the park is a park visitor – but not all of those visitors are recreational visitors.
For example, a motorist driving on Dripping Springs Road is a park visitor whether that person
stops within the park or not. At Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park, a certain
percentage of the visitors recorded in the park include park staff, vendors, and members of the
general public entering the park to utilize a restroom or for other purposes. However, due to the
geography of both parks, it is unlikely that visitors just “happen” to visit the park, but are likely
seeking a park experience to enter the property. Other aspects of park visitation can be calculated
more accurately. This would include those situations in which there is an exchange of a fee for a
specific service. For clarity in understanding of visitation patterns, total park visitation is
presented in the following discussion.

Recreational Use of Park Facilities
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park have maintained more than 230,000
visitors annually over the past four years. An increase of 24% in visitation was reported between
2008 and 2009, whereas a smaller increase (4.4%) was reported the next year. It is possible that
there has been some improved accuracy in counting of visitors, but it is also possible that
visitation at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park has increased with the
population increase in the surrounding area. By contrast, between 2010 and 2011, a decrease in
visitation of 9% was reported. Counting is based on an algorithm of number of vehicles crossing
a traffic counter and the estimated number of occupants per vehicle.
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As it happens, in most of the State Parks, the highest visitation months for Okmulgee State Park
and Dripping Springs State Park coincide with the summer months and visits to the lake. June
and July consistently record the highest number of visits, while December and January show the
lowest visitation numbers. Furthermore, these attendance figures follow the outdoor recreation
patterns established in Oklahoma, reflecting weather, school calendars, and other factors (Table
3.5).
The highest rentals of improved campsites for the month of June, from 2008 to 2011 were 1608,
1591, 1398, and 1304, respectively, whereas for the month of January (within the same time
frame), the rentals were 11, 22, 21, and 27 respectively. Similarly, for the month of June, the
total day visitors have been a steady 20% of the annual visitation, from 2008 to 2011.
Similarly, there are about 27 unimproved campsites available for rent in Okmulgee State Park
and Dripping Springs State Park. The highest rental of unimproved campsites during 2008 and
2011 occurred in June 2009 with 311 rental nights. The lowest rental of unimproved campsites
occurs in January 2010 with no rental night. As is clearly indicated in Table 3.5, day visitors at
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park significantly outnumber campers. While
camping does occur at the park, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are
identified more closely with day use.

Fiscal Year

2008
2009
2010
2011

Table 3.5 – Camping and Total Visitation
Campsites
Campsites
Day visitors
rented rented unimproved
improved
125,025
6116
1186
169,663
7320
1152
182,071
7125
1032
158,457
6739
849

Total Visitation

238,849
297,595
310,739
283,307

Public Perception of the Park
In preparation of the RMP, research staff spoke with visitors to the park, residents of Okmulgee,
and reviewed online blogs and comments. Among visitors to the park there was a consistent
sense of satisfaction and enjoyment of the cleanliness and security provided. Residents in
Okmulgee generally fit into two categories. One group knew of the park, but only visited
occasionally. The other group was unaware that a state park was nearby.
Online comments were available on personal blogs and as reviews provided to public sites. The
comments were quite positive as reflected in these examples.
•

We enjoyed this campground very much. The sites were all nicely paved and level. They
were good sized and very easy in/out sites. It is rather remote and secluded, so therefore
was pretty peaceful. The lake is a bass fishing lake so the boat traffic was minimal. There
is a fishing dock and a nice sandy swimming beach/day use area. And there is a nice
group RV area. The dump station was conveniently located and easy to access. Okmulgee
State Park was only 3 miles away. The scenery here was beautiful and they had some
very nice hiking/nature trails. The bathrooms/showers at our camp ground were clean but
were really not within walking distance of our campsite. Otherwise our stay here was
great!! We will camp here again. We camped here in a Travel Trailer.
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•

•
•

We have lived in Tulsa for years but only discovered this park this summer. The swim
areas are big and perfect for the kids and parents to float around in. The bathrooms were
nice and clean and all the water spouts worked. Also they have nice play-ground areas for
the kids and a hiking trail. This is our new weekend spot!!!
Great motorcycle ride.
Beautiful Place! Camping, Hiking, Swimming. Great roads for riding the motorcycle

Characterization of Park Visitors
The most formal and scientific evaluations for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State
Park were generated during the 2003 State Park Visitor Study (Caneday & Jordan, 2003).
Visitors in state parks across Oklahoma were contacted on-site regarding their preferences and
perceptions of the individual parks. As part of this study, the researchers developed profiles of
state park visitors.
Among the campers at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park, almost 90% of the
visitors were repeat visitors going to the park an average of five times per year. Their primary
activities were boating, fishing, hiking, walking, and observing wildlife. These visitors ranged in
age from 18 through 78, with a mean age of 48. They tended to be white and better educated than
the average Oklahoman. The median distance traveled by campers at Okmulgee State Park was
50 miles, an indication of the dominance of Tulsa and Muskogee among the campers. There was
greater diversity among campers at the main body of Okmulgee State Park than at Dripping
Springs State Park.
Day visitors followed a similar pattern with minor differences. Day visitors were 95% repeat
visitors, frequenting the park an average of 17 times per year. They were active in fishing,
boating, and swimming. Day visitors were slightly younger than campers with a mean age of 36
years. Day visitors traveled shorter distances to visit the park, with a median of 25 miles. Again,
the visitors at the main body of Okmulgee State Park were more diverse than day visitors at
Dripping Springs. Approximately 10% of the day visitors were American Indian or Native
American.

Park Management
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are currently included in the Northeast
Region of Oklahoma State Parks. This intermediate management structure allows park
management to work with regional oversight as an intermediary or in direct contact with the
Oklahoma City office. As with all state parks in Oklahoma, personnel, purchasing, contracting,
and all other aspects of operation are governed by Oklahoma state statutes, policies, and
procedures.

Staffing
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are funded and staffed as a single unit. As
a result, the following tables and discussion includes both properties. With five permanent staff
and five to six seasonal staff managing these two properties, simply maintaining the property
consumes most of the available time. Table 3.6 documents the staffing pattern for Okmulgee
State Park and Dripping Springs State Park in recent years.
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Fiscal Year
2008
2009
2010
2011

Table 3.6 – Staffing at Okmulgee State Park
Seasonal staff
Permanent salaried
staff
5
5
5
5
5
6
5
6

Total park staff
10
10
11
11

Revenue and Expense
Data related to revenue and expense at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park,
was provided by local staff and augmented with material from the central OTRD office. Table
3.7 reports revenue and expense data for the past four years. As shown in Table 3.7, Okmulgee
State Park and Dripping Springs State Park have experienced a year-to-year budget reduction in
overall budget as well as in personnel budget. In particular, between 2008 and 2009, there was a
2% reduction in total expenses and a 24% reduction in operating budget, whereas between 2009
and 2010, additional budgetary reduction occurred. In general, there has been a steady, but not
steep reduction in the total expenses, with the highest reduction to have occurred between 2009
and 2010 and accounted for 9.2% of total expenses. This pattern is similar to budgetary
reductions at all state parks in Oklahoma.
By contrast, as shown in Table 3.7, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park have
experienced a steady year-to-year increase in revenue generation, with the highest increase to
have occurred between 2009 and 2010 and accounted for 20.2% of the generated annual revenue.
This increase can be explained with the increase of total visitation by 4.4 % and by 7.3% of day
visitors. Upon discussion with the park manager, further explanation was provided. The
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park have a local agreement with the City of
Okmulgee, which quarterly pays the particular state parks $10,000 whereas every five years, the
state parks receive an additional $35,000 to cover expenses pertaining to the law enforcement
equipment. The manager at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park clarified that
the particular year that the revenues increased by 20.2% happened to be the year when the extra
$35,000 were paid by the City of Okmulgee to these state parks in addition to the quarterly
amount of money received.
Table 3.7 – Expenses and Revenues at Okmulgee State Park
Total Revenue
Total Expenses
Operating
Personnel
Fiscal Year
Expense
Expense
2008
$281,549
$184,734
$466,283
177,222
2009
$285,351
$141,572
$456,922
186,201
2010
$269,922
$144,878
$414,800
223,757
2011
$298,817
$135,458
$434,275
189,347

Hazards Analysis – Natural and Operational
Any recreational activity includes the exposure to hazards, and the probability of specific risks
may increase in many outdoor settings. In most current discussions related to hazard and risk,
hazards are defined as conditions or events. Risk is the likelihood of injury resulting from a
given hazard and is typically defined as a probability of adverse effects from those conditions or
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events. Everything people do exposes them to hazards. It is how people conduct themselves that
determines the risk. An agency or site risk management plan addresses potential loss from
anticipated hazards.

Natural Hazards
As with all natural areas, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park includes a
number of hazards. Some of those hazards are natural and related to such things as topography,
flora, and fauna. Some of the hazards are structural or related to design; other hazards are
operational in nature. Among the obvious hazards are those associated with an aquatic
environment, steep terrain, insects that carry disease, and mammals that may carry disease –
including rabies.

Operational Hazards
Operational hazards include those vulnerabilities to park staff, the park system, or the state of
Oklahoma that exist as a result of management or operation of the resource and application of
policy. Management and operational decisions are made on a daily basis and are affected by
budgets, prioritization within the state park system, staffing patterns, local and state politics, and
other external influences.
At present, emergency fire service and other emergency services would be provided by the
Okmulgee Fire Department with assistance from other surrounding areas as needed. Emergency
response time is estimated to be “excellent” – approximately fifteen minutes. Additional
assistance is provided by the Oklahoma Division of Forestry, especially in those cases of wild
fire in the forest or grasslands. Emergency medical service is available in Okmulgee Memorial
Hospital.
As part of the data collection for the development of this RMP, the researchers conducted several
on-site visits to both properties. Common issues that could be dangerous for visitors include the
normal risks associated with outdoor recreation, especially in a boating environment. Further,
weather-related events (e.g., ice storms, strong winds) in Oklahoma often result in tree and limb
damage throughout the park. The locations in which downed trees and limbs have immediate
impact on visitors include the camping areas, trails, and day use areas. Currently, Okmulgee
State Park does not have a formal limb management or tree replacement program; this is
common throughout the state park system. Park staff members attend to downed trees and limbs
as they discover them and/or are notified of the hazard.

Law Enforcement
The CLEET certified rangers and reserve-CLEET certified rangers are responsible for primary
activity related to law enforcement within the boundaries of the park. At present under the
staffing and management provided through Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State
Park, there are two CLEET certified rangers and two additional reserve-CLEET certified rangers
available, although only two of those rangers are permanent employees. It is common for law
enforcement units to have mutual aid agreements with other law enforcement agencies. As a
result, enforcement of applicable laws at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park
relies on the support and cooperation of the Okmulgee County sheriff. Table 3.8 on the following
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page documents the ranger staff assigned to Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State
Park, for the past four years.
One of the unique aspects of Okmulgee State Park is the law enforcement responsibilities for the
park rangers on the lakes. This does not include sole responsibility for game and fish law
enforcement, but it does require the rangers to spend time on the water. The 1999 Interlocal
Cooperation Agreement with the City of Okmulgee, included in Appendix B, consolidates the
Law Enforcement activities with OTRD.

Fiscal Year
2008
2009
2010
2011

Table 3.8 – Ranger Staffing at Okmulgee State Park
Total ranger staff
Reserve CLEET
CLEET Certified
3
1
4
3
1
4
2
2
4
2
2
4

Citation records for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are reported in Table
3.9. Common incident and citations reveal use of alcohol and drugs, vehicular and driving
problems, violation of fish laws, and domestic disagreements. The number of incidents and
citations do appear to have some correlation with park visitation, with the exception of 2011
where there is an increase of 86% in combining incident reports, citations issued and arrests
made. Public drunkenness, assault and battery incidents were identified as being the most
common reasons for that justified the citations’ and arrests’ increase. It can be assumed that
patterns of behavior among visitors are similar to those in other parks. In spite of these
experiences, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are safe, secure environments
for the recreational visitor.

Fiscal Year
2008
2009
2010
2011

Table 3.9 – Citation and Incident Reports
Arrests
Incident Reports Citations Issued
22
21
8
21

24
36
44
71

7
9
9
22

Combined
Total
53
66
61
114

Policy-Related Exposures
Some aspects of management of hazard risk are incorporated into law enforcement. Park rangers
are the law enforcement personnel for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department,
although they frequently have cooperative (mutual aid) agreements with county sheriffs and the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol. Law enforcement authority for Oklahoma State Park Rangers is
authorized by state statute as follows (Title 74 § 2216, 2005):
Park rangers, when commissioned, shall have all the powers of peace officers except the
serving or execution of civil process, and shall have in all parts of the state the same
powers with respect to criminal matters and enforcement of the laws relating thereto as
sheriffs, highway patrolmen [sic] and police officers in their respective jurisdictions and
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shall possess all immunities and matters of defense now available or hereafter made
available to sheriffs, highway patrolmen, and police officers in any suit brought against
them in consequence of acts done in the course of their employment, provided, however,
they shall comply with the provisions of Section 3311 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma
Statutes.
In parks with CLEET certified or reserve certified personnel, written logs are maintained by park
staff to document incidents. In addition to the regular log, staff members complete incident
reports when notified of property damage or personal injury to visitors or staff. While the
incident reporting form requires information regarding personal injury or property damage, the
process does not appear to require follow-up with the reporting party.
In terms of wildlife, while a formal management plan does not exist, staff operates under an
agreed-upon plan approved by the Oklahoma Division of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC). As an
important natural resource in the park, the vulnerable and endangered species in the area lack a
management plan other than classification by ODWC. No formal policies exist pertaining to the
preservation of the variety of fossils that can be found within the Okmulgee State Park. Visitors
are not encouraged to pick up fossils they find on the shoreline of the lake. Additionally,
although to the north of Okmulgee State Park there is a designated Wildlife Management Area,
no common policies exist.
Perhaps one of the most essential operational hazards related to the public is the concern that cell
phones and radios have limited to sporadic service in rural areas, and possibly within the park.
During the preparation of the RMP, research staff members were able to acquire and maintain
cell phone signals throughout Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park, but it was
highly dependent upon company providing the service. Thus, in case of injury, illness, fire, or
other emergency, park visitors with personal cell phones may or may not be able to contact
necessary emergency services. Those without personal cell phones or with inadequate signals
must use a landline based telephone to call emergency personnel.

Waste Management
The relatively small and concentrated area of development at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park allows for a focused effort related to waste management. There are two
primary concerns related to waste management within the park: solid waste and liquid waste.
Solid waste is transported off-site under an annual contract with the City of Okmulgee.
Dumpsters are located at strategic sites with higher traffic patterns throughout the park. Visitors
are expected to dispose of waste properly in these dumpsters. Liquid waste is managed on-site
through several lift stations and in four centralized lagoons. Three of these lagoons are located in
Pin Oak area, Red Oak area and Hickory Point, which are all areas within Okmulgee State Park,
whereas there is one more lagoon located in Clovis Point, an area within Dripping Springs State
Park. The park residence is served by one septic system, whereas another septic system serves
the needs of the state park office. Park management did not express any concerns or problems
with waste management at Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park. As with any
area that is utilized by the public, some trash and litter is present within the park. This solid
waste presents a visual detraction, but presents limited problems other than clean-up of the area.
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Leases and Easements
Appendix B provides copies of the various contracts that support the transactions designating the
property rights related to Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park. These
documents support the history of the acquisitions by ownership or lease for the property of
Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park. Additionally, Oklahoma State Parks has
granted easements for water lines across its property. These easements were granted to adjacent
private property owners seeking access to both lakes.
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Chapter 4 – Alternatives and Preferred Plans
Overview and Summary
In this Resource Management Plan, background is provided related to Okmulgee State Park and
Dripping Springs State Park. When analyzed, this information raises several issues for
consideration. These issues are presented in the following discussion with alternatives for
management to consider. In each case, based on the available information a preferred alternative
is identified.

Issues and Alternatives
Issue Statement 1: Qualification and branding as a state park
One of the central issues for consideration related to each of the properties being reviewed
during the Resource Management Plan project is qualification and branding as a state park. This
question is appropriate for Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park as they are not
among the premier state parks within the Oklahoma State Park system.
What is a state park? Jordan and Caneday addressed this question in earlier reports for OTRD as
a part of the state park visitor study in 2003 (Caneday and Jordan). As stated in that report –
The research team believes that the term “state park” should mean something
specific. The term, “state park,” should identify a property distinctively through
management practices, quality of experience and appearance to the public. The
research team believes that visitors to Oklahoma “state parks” should know
immediately that they are in a State Park because of the distinctive “branding”
apparent to the visitor and deliberately intended by management. The research
team believes that the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department must
jealously guard the use of the term “state park” in much the same manner as
companies protect symbols of intellectual property.
An example of resource qualifications for specific classifications can best be demonstrated
through the National Park Service. For a property to be classified as a National Park there must
be (1) evidence of national significance for a natural, cultural, or recreational resource, (2)
management of the property must be feasible, and (3) the property must be suitable within the
mission, purpose, and system of the National Park Service.
By contrast, other classifications of National Park Service properties include National
Monuments, National Recreation Areas, and National Preserves. National monuments must be
significant natural, cultural, or recreational resources, but may be managed by entities other than
the National Park Service. National preserves are limited to significant environmental resources
and may vary in ownership and management of the resource. National recreation areas, including
Chickasaw National Recreation Area in south-central Oklahoma, are managed for more intensive
recreation in outdoor settings.
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OTRD policy related to acquisition of property uses some of this language, thereby establishing
a general pattern of resource qualification. These criteria include (1) state-wide significance for
natural beauty, uniqueness, or other recreational and resource preservation purposes, and (2) sites
which will improve the overall availability of public recreation facilities to the recreating public
while possessing resource significance (Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission, 1988).
In addition, branding and classification of properties within the Department has varied over the
years. Minutes of the Oklahoma Planning and Resource Board (a precursor to the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Commission) from September 18, 1953 record the passing of a motion
defining state parks, state recreation areas, state memorials, and state monuments. That variation
in descriptive classification was changed by legislation during the 1980s.
Applying the national concepts to state parks in Oklahoma and utilizing the earlier definitions in
Oklahoma, it could be concluded that a state park must (1) have a significant statewide natural,
cultural, or recreation resource, (2) be feasible to manage by the agency, and (3) be suitable
within the mission, purpose, and statewide system of state parks. If this set of qualifications is
applied to Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park, it could be concluded that:
1. Although Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park do offer recreational
access and environmental resources of some significance, these are not identified as
premier destinations among Oklahomans. However, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park encompass historic resources including CCC structures, not deemed
worthy of nomination for the National Register of Historic Places. The properties do
include significant archaeological and geological resources in the Button Coral found
throughout the property.
2. Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park are feasible to manage within the
agency and fit within the mission of Oklahoma State Parks. However, as a property,
OTRD needs to make a decision pertaining to the continuation of the lease agreement
between the City of Okmulgee and OTRD.
As a result, the research team recognizes that although Okmulgee State Park and Dripping
Springs State Park may have a value to the residents of City of Okmulgee, the statewide value of
these properties as state parks is questionable.
Alternatives
A. Renew the long-term lease agreement with City of Okmulgee for 50 years or as long as
manageable or acquire property rights through transfer, thereby protecting investments
and encouraging development of supporting amenities;
B. In case of no agreement for a long term lease (50 years), do not renew lease agreement
with the City of Okmulgee and return management of the parks to the City of Okmulgee;
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Renew the long-term lease agreement with City of Okmulgee for 50 years or
as long as manageable or acquire property rights through transfer, thereby protecting
investments and encouraging development of supporting amenities.
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Issue Statement 2: Historic boathouse
As discussed in the RMP, the retaining wall and other stonework associated with the New Dealera historic boathouse is in poor condition. The area is off-limits to the public as the wall is being
supported by long poles. Throughout the preparation of the RMP, discussions and planning
related to the future of this location were ongoing.
Although it had been suggested in the 1990s that the boathouse be rebuilt, and even that portions
that were originally designed, but never built, be constructed, those proposals were predicated on
the restoration of the failing stone retaining wall which was the rear wall of the boathouse. In
1999, an attempt was made to dismantle the retaining wall and reconstruct it, returning each
stone to its original configuration. Each stone was marked with a number; the wall was
photographed; and a training exercise with a construction unit of the Oklahoma Military
Department was scheduled for June 1999. The first two steps of that exercise were to temporarily
support the wall with poles (which was done and remain to this day), and then excavate behind
the wall. When the excavation was undertaken, it became clear that the wall was not constructed
of large stones which could be separated at the mortar joints, but instead the wall is a composite
construction with a thin stone veneer on the exposed faces. It was determined the stones would
mostly be broken by attempted removal and the exercise was then abandoned. The possibility of
excavating behind and under the wall and inserting foundation jacks to set the wall vertical was
examined with an engineer and rejected. The last discussed solution was to remove the portions
of the wall that are a safety hazard, and reshape the hillside and provide erosion control
measures. The rock steps at the end of the structure could probably be saved.
Primary discussions regarding future options focused on development of a lakeside amphitheater
with stage and seating. Potentially this location could then be programmed with outdoor
productions of music, dance, and theater. The location is ideal, providing audiences with a view
westward across Okmulgee Lake. The programming would be appropriate in a park.
Serious consideration must be given to the investment of funds on property that does not belong
to OTRD. Restoration of the boathouse and construction of a usable feature at that location will
be expensive.
Alternatives
A. Proceed with planning for an appropriate renovation of the historic boathouse and
reconstruction of a usable feature appropriate to Okmulgee State Park;
B. If property control through lease or transfer can be achieved, proceed with planning for
an appropriate renovation of the historic boathouse and reconstruction of a usable feature
appropriate to Okmulgee State Park;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative B. If property control through lease or transfer can be achieved, proceed with
planning for an appropriate renovation of the historic boathouse and reconstruction of
a usable feature appropriate to Okmulgee State Park.
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Issue Statement 3: Mixing of user groups
Day use in a park is different from overnight use and the two distinct clientele groups are not
always compatible. In general, day visitors are more tolerant of the presence of campers than
campers are of day visitors. That may be partially the result of the greater investment in
equipment among campers than is common among day visitors, but it is also linked to a sense of
territoriality. Campers have a sense of ownership related to “their” campsite.
At Okmulgee State Park and at Dripping Springs State Park, day visitors and overnight visitors
have been incorporated into similar settings without distinction. This is particularly true around
the boat ramps and pavilions in Red Oak, Hickory Point, and near the beach at Clovis Point.
Campgrounds should be signed for exclusive use by campers. Comparably, day visitors should
be provided with amenities appropriate to their needs and expectations.
Alternatives
A. Design and develop specific zones within Okmulgee State Park to separate distinct user
groups and to provide appropriate amenities to each use group within these zones;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative B. No change – continue management as it is until funding permits consideration
of alternative A.

Issue Statement 4: Staffing and personnel for the future
Efficiencies in operation are necessitated by budgetary conditions and demanded by good
management practices. Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park have operated with
five full-time persons. Looking to the future, it is likely that funding will continue to be limited
and assigned staff patterns will not change significantly. As a result, efficient and effective
management will demand attention to the staffing pattern and personnel assigned to Okmulgee
State Park and Dripping Springs State Park. The personnel in these two lakes (Okmulgee and
Dripping Springs) are identical. However, the nature and location of Okmulgee/Drippings
Springs State Parks demands the presence of more staff member on site, especially during
popular boating events and other special activities. Despite a number of volunteers from the City
of Okmulgee, the events are underserved and volunteers have been declining in commitment.
Proper management at the park would require more individuals, especially during the higher
demand times of spring, and summer. Properly qualified staff members could be achieved
through utilization of collegiate interns. Properly qualified interns could be employed for
relatively low wage levels in roles such as: (1) basic park maintenance, (2) natural interpretation,
(3) office management, (4) out-reach, and (5) other necessary duties. Interns would require
supervision.
Cooperative education agreements and internships could be arranged for persons in a variety of
disciplines, including (1) recreation, park, and leisure studies, (2) forestry, (3) botany, zoology,
or other natural science, (4) environmental science or environmental education, and (5) other
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disciplines as appropriate. OTRD and Oklahoma State Parks would benefit greatly from such
agreements, as would participants in the internship experience.
Of particular benefit from an internship program would be opportunities for on-site and offsite/off-season interpretation. Okmulgee State Park has a story to tell – and it needs to be told.
Alternatives
A. Develop and sustain cooperative education agreements and internships that will enhance
staffing patterns and provide education and professional development;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A. Develop and sustain cooperative education agreements and internships that
will enhance staffing patterns and provide education and professional development.

Issue Statement 5: Connecting trail to city
Despite the fact that the state park property is only five miles from the City of Okmulgee, there
are residents in the city that are not aware of the existence of these parks. Connecting the City of
Okmulgee with Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park through a hike/bike trail
would potentially change behaviors as well as change the visitation pattern in these two parks, as
current residents of the City of Okmulgee will start visiting these parks more often. The future of
Okmulgee State Park is dynamically linked to the population of the City of Okmulgee.
In addition, the corridor along Highway 56 from the city to the park could become a show-place
for Oklahoma communities. The corridor would provide numerous opportunities for
environmental education, recreational enhancement, and aesthetic enrichment. Cooperation
between OTRD, ODOT, and the city, plus potential private partners could achieve several health
goals, environmental goals, and economic goals for the community.
Alternatives
A. Seek and encourage appropriate partnerships to encourage design and development of a
trail linking the City of Okmulgee to the east entrance of Okmulgee State Park;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A. Seek and encourage appropriate partnerships to encourage design and
development of a trail linking the City of Okmulgee to the east entrance of Okmulgee
State Park.

Issue Statement 6: Connection corridor between properties
Connection corridors and visual panoramas are important factors in perceptions of visitors and
guests to Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park, as they are in most park
settings. There is a 3-mile road that separates these parks. Some of the aesthetics of the
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properties in close proximity to this road are not appealing. At the present, control of the
aesthetic qualities for this connection corridor remains in the hands of private citizens. Zoning
ordinances would be the responsibility of City of Okmulgee leadership or Okmulgee County, as
supported by local residents.
An alternative would be for OTRD to seek to acquire the property or appropriate easements to
connect the two properties, thereby truly making Okmulgee State Park a single entity. The
intervening property does not require development (at this time), but it does require better
management than is presently occurring.
Alternatives
A. Seek to acquire the property corridor or easements permitting property controls along the
corridor between the two properties;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative B. No change – continue management as it is, until the present lease is resolved
and funding and political circumstance permit consideration of Alternative A.

Issue Statement 7: Green practices related to energy and conservation
Within the past few years Americans have begun to take conservation practices seriously. On
behalf of citizens and as a representative of the park and recreation profession – a field with a
strong connection to the environment – Oklahoma State Parks has initiated several practices that
are intended to conserve energy and other resources. This has been initiated with energy efficient
lighting in restrooms and park structures, and needs to be expanded to other management
practices.
Among the many possible areas that would benefit from conservation practices are: (1) park
policies related to mowing, maintenance, debris removal, and waste disposal; and (2) recycling
opportunities for the entire operation and its guests. At present, state laws do not encourage a
state agency to recycle waste or trash products, especially when private citizens generate (and
thereby ‘own’) those materials. Inventory management and accounting procedures prevent the
sale of, or revenue production from, recycled materials.
However, volunteer groups such as the “Friends of Okmulgee State Park” or other are permitted
to serve as an agent for the collection and sale of recyclable materials. Another challenge to the
establishment of a recycling program is the difficulty in finding a consistent market for the
various products that might easily be recycled: glass, aluminum, and paper. These challenges do
not lessen the desirability of establishing a recycling program in the state park system.
Presently among the Oklahoma State Parks, Keystone State Park has taken the lead as a green
and eco-certified park. This should be the goal of all the parks in the system.
Alternatives
A. Seek to change state accounting regulations to permit operation of the recycling program
by park staff;
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B. Encourage volunteer groups like a “Friends of Okmulgee State Park” to create,
implement, and evaluate a comprehensive “green” program throughout the park;
C. Strengthen the emphasis on green and eco-friendly management at Okmulgee State Park;
D. Reduce the emphasis on green and eco-friendly management at Okmulgee State Park;
E. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative B and C: Encourage volunteer groups like a “Friends of Okmulgee State
Park” to create, implement, and evaluate a comprehensive “green” program
throughout the park; and strengthen the emphasis on green and eco-friendly
management at Okmulgee State Park.

Issue Statement 8: Private leases on Okmulgee Lake
The City of Okmulgee has a planned limit of 25 private boat docks along the western shore of
Okmulgee Lake. At present there are considerably fewer developments than this anticipated
maximum. Private access increases potential problems within the park and reduces desired
control on the lake. Any development on the property controlled by the City will have an effect
upon State Park management.
Ideally, the western side of the lake should be included in the lease to OTRD for park
management. That may be politically unacceptable since the city of Okmulgee has leases with
private citizens in place. However, OTRD needs to have a voice in decisions related to
developments and leases with access to Lake Okmulgee. It is essential for control of the
watershed, water quality, and recreational experiences on Lake Okmulgee.
Alternatives
A. Negotiate a right of refusal or permission related to lake access and development as part
of the lease agreement;
B. Negotiate control of the entire lake as part of the long term lease agreement;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A. Negotiate a right of refusal or permission related to lake access and
development as part of the lease agreement.

Issue Statement 9: Develop a risk management plan
A risk management plan is a necessity for all state parks. A thorough plan would include a risk
management philosophy statement as well as an assessment of the risks (both natural and humanmade). Policies and procedures designed to reduce those risks, as well as those that address any
injury (to person or property) must be included. Processes and forms such as maintaining an
incident log, accident and incident reporting, rental agreements, among others are also important
elements of a risk management plan. Other elements would include evacuation plans (from the
park), severe weather plan, limb management program, and planned responses to environmental
hazards due to such things as fuel, chemical, or sewage lagoon spills or leaks. It is also
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recommended that each state park have an automated external defibrillator (AED) on site, as
well as staff trained in first aid and CPR.
Alternatives
A. Develop a risk management plan;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A. Develop a risk management plan.

Recommendations beyond the Issues
Recommendation 1: Willows Wetland
As indicated in the RMP, upon entering Okmulgee State Park, a park visitor first comes to
Willows Wetland, which occupies 30 acres within the state park. Although a boardwalk is visible
from the road, and a loop is constructed for cars, no signage informs the visitor of the
educational or recreational opportunities available. According to the management of the park,
this area has been under construction the last few years without having a definite completion
date. The original investment of funds, time, and materials were supported through a 2004
Recreational Trails Fund grant, with additional involvement from Boy Scouts. Resources need to
be solicited or provided for the completion of the project which eventually will aim at the
enhancement of the leisure experience for visitors. It is critical that maintenance and upkeep be
sustained to eliminate trip hazards and other liabilities on the boardwalk.

Recommendation 2: Reclaiming of the former cabin area
Within the vicinity of Pin Oak Landing were three building structures demolished as part of the
DEQ land reclamation project. The demolition of these three buildings occurred between
completion of the initial RMP and revision in 2014. The area should be reclaimed and restored to
as natural a condition as possible for visual enhancement of the entry drive into the park.

Recommendation 3: Accessibility concerns
Within the Red Oak Campground Area is one playground structure which, according to the
management of the park, was developed to be fully accessible for persons with disabilities. This
playground and the one at Clovis Point were constructed in 2009 by the City of Okmulgee.
However, the existing ramp to the playground in Red Oak Campground would make it very
difficult for people with disabilities to reach the playground and is not in compliance with ADA
guidelines. With the increasing number of persons with disabilities in the general population, it
will be necessary to re-construct the access and bridge to the playground.
In a similar vein, a total of four campsites at Okmulgee State Park and at Dripping Springs State
Park are developed to be fully accessible for persons with disabilities and in compliance with
ADAAG guidelines. Other campsites are usable, as classified by OTRD, but are not in full
compliance with guidelines under ADA. With the increasing number of persons with disabilities
in the general population, it will be necessary to increase the number of campsites at these
properties that are accessible and in compliance with ADAAG guidelines.
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Recommendation 4: Roadway safety
There are three elements related to roadway safety associate with the properties at Okmulgee
State Park. First, a left hand turning lane is essential on Highway 56 for traffic coming into the
park from Okmulgee. The roadway is wide enough in this location to permit such action. It
would be necessary to involve ODOT in that discussion.
Secondly, road maintenance on Dripping Springs Road through Okmulgee State Park and on to
Dripping Springs State Park is a county or state responsibility. The road needs increased
maintenance and may need slight re-routing between the two properties. Visitor safety is the
major concern along this route. In addition to the maintenance on Dripping Springs Road, several
other sections of roadway, particularly in Blackjack, are in need of repair or those sections
should be closed. During 2012 – 2013 a portion of the road from the entrance to Okmulgee State
Park and on to Red Oak Campground had been repaved, but other roads remain in very poor
condition.
Third, it was a common occurrence to observe children riding in the back of pickup trucks
throughout the park property and between the park properties. This was most noticeable during
the Memorial Day weekend. Although the children were clearly in the care of their parents,
riding at the back of a truck can be dangerous, increasing the likelihood of accidents on state
parks’ grounds.

Recommendation 5: Dogs and other pets
Public acceptance of dogs and other animals as companions is rising in American culture.
However, parks are environments in which domesticated animals are visitors. As visitors, these
domesticated animals must comply with policies established for their health and the health and
safety of other visitors.
During meetings with park personnel, problems with dogs were not mentioned, nor were there a
significant number of incident reports in which dogs were involved. However, RMP research
staff members observed or were encountered by dogs running loose or on very long leashes on a
number of occasions. During the Memorial Day weekend, a bake sale was conducted near the
parks’ office to support a pet adoption that was happening at the same time. That adoption event
included exotic pets as well as the more common cats and dogs. Accidents and incidents can
happen: exotic animals should not be in a state park. Policies related to domesticated animals and
pets within the park must be clearly stated to the public and enforced.

Recommendation 6: Update signage in the park
It will be necessary to update signage throughout the property to be consistent with signs in other
State Parks and to communicate the intent of “one” state park system statewide. At present, the
signage in Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park represent several eras in sign
concepts. These signs differ from those in use at other parks, leading to lack of distinctiveness
for a state park property.

Recommendation 7: Archeological resources
As indicated in the RMP, Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park include rare
corals that can be found on the lakes’ shores. Due to the variety and quantity of these corals, it is
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essential that the archeological survey be reviewed prior to any planning or development
throughout Okmulgee State Park and Dripping Springs State Park.

Recommendation 8: Garyito Point restroom
Frequently during preparation of the RMP, the restrooms at Calf Creek Landing and Garyito
Point were closed. This included the Memorial Day weekend when Garyito Point was active
with campers and day visitors. The restrooms at Clovis Point beach were also closed. While
there are good reasons for keeping the restrooms closed, it is unacceptable to encourage the
behaviors of visitors who do not want to travel to the next closest facility.
Garyito Point needs a working, modern, accessible restroom as soon as funding is possible – or
the area should be closed.
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Appendix A – New Deal Era (CCC) historic properties
(Source: Weisiger, et al., Final Survey Report – Intensive-level Survey of New Deal-Era State
Parks in Oklahoma)
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