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Figure 0.1 – Vendors and visitors at Fall Festival 2013
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Mission Statement of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department
The mission of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to advance Oklahoma’s
exceptional quality of life by preserving, managing, and promoting our natural assets and
cultural amenities.

Vision Statement
The vision of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to promote and enhance
tourism throughout the state; protect and preserve the environment and natural resources; educate
the public about Oklahoma’s people and places; provide exceptional customer service to all
citizens and visitors; create a team environment in which all employees are successful,
productive, and valued; embrace and seek diversity in our workforce and those we serve.

OTRD Values
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsibility and leadership
Respect
Quality
Exemplary customer service
Balance and self-fulfillment
Teamwork and communication
Flexibility
Creativity and innovation
Coordination
Commitment
Integrity
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Chapter 1 – Introduction
Resource Management Plan: Purpose and Process
The Resource Management Plan (RMP) program and policy is to document management
responsibilities to balance the use of water and land resources as they relate to recreation; in this
instance, Robbers Cave State Park. As a guiding plan, the RMP seeks to propose long-term
policies that limit adverse impacts to critical resources while providing protection and
management of fish, wildlife, and other natural and cultural resources. In addition, the RMP will
provide guidelines for public health and safety, public access, and a wide variety of outdoor
recreational opportunities.
Within the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, the purpose and scope of the RMP is
to provide background information, identify the policies and goals governing the management of
Robbers Cave State Park and its incorporated resources, summarize the plan’s components, and
provide descriptive and historical information related to the project. Robbers Cave State Park is
located on properties owned by the State of Oklahoma through two agencies: the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) and the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department (OTRD). With this joint interest, an RMP for Robbers Cave State Park is intended to
chart the desired future condition for the area related to biological, physical, and social
conditions.
The ultimate purpose of the RMP is to establish a management framework for the conservation,
protection, enhancement, development, and use of the physical and biological resources at
Robbers Cave State Park. With regard to Robbers Cave State Park, the RMP is to:
•

Provide managers and decision-makers with long-term direction and guidance for the
successful management of the resources at Robbers Cave State Park;

•

Ensure that management of the resources is compatible with authorized purposes;

•

Ensure that recreation experiences and facilities are compatible with other environmental
resources;

•

Ensure that planned developments are based on public need and the ability of the
environmental resources to accommodate such facilities and use; and

•

Resolve issues and concerns related to management of the environmental resources.

Planning Process
The planning process for preparation of this Resource Management Plan included discussion
between research staff at Oklahoma State University (OSU) and management personnel from
Oklahoma State Parks. In addition, the process incorporated (1) the acquisition of archival
information from libraries, state parks, books, research reports, and other sources; (2) interviews
of state park personnel; (3) records provided by state park management; (4) input from members
of the public through surveys, comments cards, and review of online blogs; and (5) searches of
the Internet for information that expanded on other archives.

1

The purposes of public involvement are to inform the public and solicit public response
regarding their needs, values, and evaluations of proposed solutions. Public involvement
programs are designed not only to meet state and federal regulations, but also to include
interested individuals, organizations, agencies, and governmental entities in the decision-making
process. Techniques used for public involvement include interviews, workshops, advisory
committees, informational brochures, surveys, and public hearings. The process of public
involvement is important to help strengthen the relationship between public and government
agencies involved in the proposed plan. The relative success of public involvement techniques
and the participation of supporting government agencies regarding the program as a whole is
indicated by how well informed the public is and by how much the public has contributed to
making environmentally sound, feasible decisions that are supported by a significant segment of
the public. The public involvement process for the Robbers Cave State Park RMP is incorporated
into the text of this document.
The original concept in preparation of an RMP is a federal action that requires compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); therefore, the public involvement process must
fulfill the RMP and NEPA requirements as well as those of other entities. Oklahoma State Parks
has committed the agency to follow a similar model at the state level for all state parks.
Using several public involvement methods to gain insight into the concerns of the public and
governmental agencies potentially affected by provisions of the Robbers Cave State Park RMP,
representatives from OSU compiled and analyzed the data. The public involvement process
offered citizens and various interest groups information about the project and its potential
impacts. This course of action was used to gather information, ideas, and concerns regarding the
different issues to be compiled and addressed to determine issues of public concern. The issues
were then evaluated resulting in alternative solutions and recommendations for the park.
Finally, the RMP process included integration of global positional system (GPS) technology into
geographic information system (GIS) software to document features and attributes within the
park. This component of the process permits an on-going record of facilities with their respective
attributes, locations, and conditions. As a result, the GPS and GIS components of the RMP
process are integral to on-going implementation and application of the planning effort.

Authorization and Agencies Involved
In 2006, Oklahoma State Parks, through the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
(OTRD), contracted with Oklahoma State University to prepare Resource Management Plans for
each park. This agreement has been renewed annually since 2006. The current agreement
specified Robbers Cave State Park during 2013 – 2014, and the intent of the agreement is to
continue the RMP process across all state parks in Oklahoma.
The RMP agreement became effective July 1, 2013 between Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department and Oklahoma State University. Following a meeting between OTRD and OSU
staff, information, reports, and comment cards were provided to OSU for review. In accordance
with the RMP contract, OSU performed research services and delivered reports to OTRD
concluding with a written plan for Robbers Cave State Park in June 2014.
The authority for the agreement between OTRD and OSU is based upon Title 74 § 2213 as
authorized by Engrossed Senate Bill 823 of the 2005 session: “The Commission may contract for
the study, analysis, and planning as reasonably necessary to aid in determining the feasibility of
2

leasing, selling or privately managing or developing the property or facilities under the control of
the Commission. The Commission shall be exempt from the competitive bidding requirements of
the Competitive Bidding Act for the purpose of soliciting, negotiating, and effectuating such a
contract or contracts.”
Further, this authority is specified in Title 74 § 2215 which states: the Division of State Parks,
subject to the policies and rules of the Commission shall formulate, establish, maintain, and
periodically review, with public participation, a resource management plan for each state
park. The resource management plan, upon approval by the Commission, shall be considered a
guide for the development, utilization, protection, and management of the state park and its
natural, cultural, historic, and recreational resources.

Figure 1.1 – Entry sign for Robbers Cave State Park on S.H. 2
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Figure 1.2 – Recreation in Robbers Cave State Park
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Chapter 2 – Project Description
About Robbers Cave State Park
The Division of State Parks, a part of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, is
governed by the laws of the state of Oklahoma. These laws define the authority for the Division
and the context in which individual state parks are managed. Title 74 § 2214 of the Oklahoma
Statutes states that the Division of State Parks shall, subject to the policies and rules of the
Commission:
1. Conserve, preserve, plan, supervise, construct, enlarge, reduce, improve,
maintain, equip and operate parkland, public recreation facilities, lodges,
cabins, camping sites, scenic trails, picnic sites, golf courses, boating, and
swimming facilities, and other similar facilities in state parks reasonably
necessary and useful in promoting the public use of state parks under the
jurisdiction and control of the Commission;
2. Supervise the management and use of state properties and facilities under
the jurisdiction of the Commission. The Commission may adopt rules to
lease concessions in any state-owned facility if the Commission deems it
feasible;
3. Authorize those employees in the Park Manager job family classification
series, as established by the Oklahoma Office of Personnel Management, to
maintain administrative control over all facilities, programs, operations,
services, and employees in the park to which they are assigned; and
4. Enforce the rules and policies governing the use of and conduct of patrons in
all recreational facilities and properties of the Commission.

Purpose and Significance of Robbers Cave State Park
An initial requirement of the RMP process is the development of a purpose statement for the
property under consideration. The process selected for the development of resource management
plans for state parks requires purpose statements and statements of significance for each park.
These statements drive the decisions as to planning for the respective parks, since individual
parks in the state park system do not have identical purposes or intents.
At the initiation of this project, a purpose statement for Robbers Cave State Park did not exist.
As a result, it was necessary that one be developed. Research staff from OSU worked with
OTRD staff, representing Robbers Cave State Park and the broader agency, to develop a draft
purpose statement. During that process staff created the following statement.
Robbers Cave State Park is a premier natural, cultural, scenic, historic and
environmentally-based recreational resource for the education and enjoyment of
all people. Oklahoma State Parks will protect, manage, restore and conserve the
resources and associated values of Robbers Cave State Park, and provide
appropriate programs, facilities, and opportunities for public use consistent with
the preservation and interpretation of these resources and values.
5

Similarly, in response to requests from the research staff, OTRD personnel, in cooperation with
the research staff, developed a statement of significance for Robbers Cave State Park. That
statement follows:
Robbers Cave State Park is significant because it protects, manages, and provides
public access to an environment of forests, streams, lakes, and mountains,
enhanced by culture and history. Robbers Cave State Park provides and protects
the historical, cultural, geological and recreational resources present on the
property and protects these resources as a public trust. Of particular significance
within Robbers Cave State Park, the New Deal-era history, the equestrian
facilities, Belle Starr View lodge, and special events are combined with almost a
century of scouting tradition for the enjoyment of current and future generations.

Park
Purpose

OTRD
Mission

All decisions
about the park

Park
Significance

Figure 2.1 – Utilization of purpose and significance statements
Source: National Park Service

Figure 2.1 demonstrates the inter-relationship of purpose and significance statements with the
mission of the management agency in decisions related to a given park or property. This model
has been developed by the National Park Service to assure consistency between the mission of
the National Park Service and the operation of their respective properties. In a similar manner,
park purpose statements and park significance must be consistent with the mission of the
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.

Geographic Location of Robbers Cave State Park
Robbers Cave State Park is located in southeastern Oklahoma in Latimer County. In this
location, Robbers Cave State Park is located in the Sans Bois Mountains, just west of the
Ouachita Mountains. The park is located in the northwest portion of Latimer County, north of
Wilburton and east-northeast of McAlester.

6

Figure 2.2 – Geographic location of Robbers Cave State Park

Robbers State Park is located along Oklahoma State Highway 2 between Wilburton to the south
and Quinton to the north. State Highway 2 intersects with Federal Highway 270 in Wilburton.
From Wilburton, Highway 270 extends west to McAlester and links with U.S. Highway 69 and
the Indian Nations Turnpike. To the east from Wilburton, Highway 270 continues to Poteau
permitting access to U.S. Highways 271 and 59. To the north of Robbers Cave State Park,
Highway 2 intersects with State Highway 31 in Quinton permitting access to a number of other
routes leading east and west or further north to Interstate Highway 40.
Wilburton is the county seat of Latimer County, with a population of 2,972, and is also the home
of Eastern Oklahoma State College. There are numerous small communities distributed
throughout Latimer County. The largest population base in the region is in McAlester,
approximately 30 miles west of Robbers Cave State Park.
Travel to and from Robbers Cave State Park requires access along state Highway 2 extending
north and south across Latimer County. State Highway 2 extends through Robbers Cave State
Park from the south central portion of the park and exits the park on the northeast.

Community and Regional Context
Brief History of Latimer County
The following history of Latimer County was written by Dianna Everett for the Oklahoma
Historical Society and retrieved from the website for the Oklahoma Historical Society
(http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/L/LA025.html).
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“Located in southeastern Oklahoma, Latimer County encompasses 729.12 square miles of total
land and water area. Bordering counties are Le Flore on the east, Haskell on the north, Pittsburg
on the west, and Pushmataha on the south. With a 1907 population of 9,340, the county was
created at Oklahoma statehood and named for James L. Latimer, the Wilburton-area
representative in the 1906 Constitutional Convention. Wilburton serves as county seat, and Red
Oak is the only other incorporated town.
The countryside is hilly and forested, with the Sans Bois Mountains spanning the northern edge
of the county and the western ridges of the Winding Stair Mountains extending into the southern
region. Rich coal deposits have been an important economic resource. Fourche Maline, Brazil,
and Sans Bois creeks drain the northern part of the county into the Poteau River; Buffalo and
Gaines creeks drain the southern part into the Kiamichi River. In neighboring Pushmataha
County, Jackfork Creek is dammed to create Sardis Lake, some of which extends into
southwestern Latimer County.
Archaeologists have identified 124 prehistoric sites in Latimer County, three of which are of the
Paleo-Indian era. Fifty-three are of the Archaic period, 6000 BC to AD 1. The McCutchanMcLaughlin Site (AD 400-AD 800), or Alford Mound, near Red Oak has been listed in the
National Register of Historic Places (NR 72001071). Much of the prehistoric occupation of the
area took place along Fourche Maline Creek from 300 BC to around AD 800.
From 1831 the region lay within the Choctaw Nation. The Choctaw used the area primarily for
pasture land. Important Choctaw places included the county seat at Gaines Court House, in the
vicinity of present Panola, and Red Oak, site of a council house. A Choctaw grist mill was
located at Buffalo Valley. Approximately one-fourth of present Latimer County was allotted to
Choctaw individuals, and the county now incorporates parts of Gaines and other counties of the
former Choctaw Nation.
Transportation arteries linked this part of the Choctaw Nation with the outside world and
profoundly affected the region’s development. Whites began to know the area when the
Butterfield Overland Mail route was established in 1858. Entering the present county from the
northeast, the stages stopped at Edwards’s Station near present Hughes, Holloway’s Station near
Red Oak, Riddle’s Station near present Lutie, and Pusley’s Station near Higgins.
As in most other Oklahoma counties, transportation routes provided access to outside markets.
The opening of coal mines in the 1870s stimulated railroad development in the Indian nations. In
1889-90 the Choctaw Coal and Railway (later Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad and later a
part of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific line) built 67.4 miles of track across present Latimer
County from Wister to McAlester. The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway completed a branch
line from North McAlester to Wilburton in 1904. In the later twentieth century state and federal
road systems served the residents, with State Highways 2 and 82 running north-south and State
Highway 1/63 and U.S. 270 running east-west.
The county’s early economy was based on coal mining. The principal coal-producing area lay in
the northern mountains, in the Choctaw Segregated Coal Lands. By 1895 the Choctaw,
Oklahoma and Gulf Railway operated mines near Gowen, Lutie, and Wilburton. By 1905 mining
operations included McAlester Coal Mining Company (from 1897), McAlester Coal and Mineral
Company (from 1897), Eastern Coal and Mining Company (from 1899), Great Western Coal and
Coke Company (from 1899), and Missouri, Kansas and Texas Coal Company (from 1904), all
near Wilburton; Kali-Inla Coal Company (from 1904) near Gowen; Bache and Denman Coal
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Company (from 1905) near Red Oak; and Le Bosquit Coal and Mining Company (from 1902)
and Turkey Creek Coal Company (from 1901), both near Hughes. By 1912 the county had
twenty-seven mines working three thousand miners producing five thousand tons per day. In
addition, various individuals operated small strip mines. Most of the miners were native-born
whites, but an assortment of Europeans, primarily from the British Isles and Italy, Mexicans, and
African-Americans also contributed their labor to mining industry.
Latimer County, like Oklahoma’s other coal-producing counties, suffered the decline and
collapse of the industry in the 1920s due to labor disputes, the rise of petroleum as a fuel, and the
onset of the Great Depression in 1929. By 1932 only one mine operated in the county, and the
mining towns’ populations had fallen by an average of almost 50 percent. The county’s
population was recorded at 11,321 in 1910, peaked at 13,866 in 1920, and fell to 11,184 in 1930.
At one point during the Great Depression of the 1930s, 93.5 percent of Latimer County’s people
were on relief. Federal programs helped them through hard times by providing construction
projects such as the Civil Works Administration (CWA)-built Wilburton Municipal Airport,
Works Progress Administration (WPA)-built schools at Panola and other communities, and roadpaving projects. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) developed a park project at the state
game preserve, now part of Robbers Cave State Park.
An unusual depression-era venture found a home in Latimer County in 1933 when SpanishAmerican War veterans established Veterans Colony. This facility allowed former soldiers to
build cabins, live there year-round, grow their own food, and socialize. In later years
membership was opened to veterans of all wars. Veterans Colony still operated at the beginning
of the twenty-first century.
Limited agriculture had always been practiced in Latimer County, with locally grown vegetables
and other products sold to residents of the mining towns. Cotton and corn were also commercial
crops, and cattle raising remained important. However, even by 1930, less than half the county’s
area was under cultivation, and farm tenancy was a problem. In 1930, of 1,386 farms, 869 were
operated by tenants. After the coal industry played out, the economy slowly recovered, relying
on cattle raising, with lumbering, coal mining (although limited), and oil and gas production
supplementing local income. The census recorded 12,380 residents in 1940, 9,690 in 1950, and
7,738 in 1960.
Latimer County has been home to various medical, educational, and recreational facilities
serving eastern Oklahoma. In 1920-21 the legislature created Eastern State Sanatorium, a
treatment facility for tuberculosis patients; now operated as an Oklahoma Veterans Center, it is
located two miles northwest of Talihina. Nearby, the Choctaw-Chickasaw Sanatorium for Indian
tuberculosis patients was opened in 1917. Wilburton became the site of Latimer County’s
hospital in 1960. In 1909 state government created the Oklahoma School of Mines and
Metallurgy at Wilburton, placed centrally within the southeastern Oklahoma mining district. In
2000, as Eastern Oklahoma State College, the school was a two-year, liberal-arts institution.
Recreation opportunities in Latimer County include Robbers Cave State Park north of Wilburton,
where camping and cabins are available. Lake Carlton, five miles north of Wilburton, offers
fishing and swimming. The Lutie Coal Miners Museum, in Wilburton, commemorates the
region’s industrial history.
In the second half of the twentieth century the county’s population rebounded, with the census
recording 8,601 residents in 1980 and 10,333 in 1990. Of the 10, 692 recorded in 2000, 72.9
9

percent were white, 18.7 percent American Indian,1.9 percent Hispanic, 1.0 percent black, and
0.3 percent Asian. Among nineteen Latimer County properties listed in the National Register of
Historic Places are Pusley’s Station (NR 72001068), Holloway’s (NR 72001070), Riddle’s (NR
720001072), and Edwards’s Store (NR 72001069) stations on the Butterfield route, the Great
Western Coal and Coke Company Mine Number Three (NR 80003269) and the Great Western
Building (in Wilburton, NR 80003268), Cupco Church (near Yanush, NR 80003273), Veterans
Colony Park Pavilion (NR 88001395), and Panola High School and Gymnasium (NR
88001397).”
In addition to the noted properties in this list, Robbers Cave State Park was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 2002 as NR 96000489. The entire park is included as an historic
property.

Demographic and Socioeconomic Conditions and Impact
The U.S. Bureau of Census provides summary data related to the demographic profile of the
residents of Latimer County. The 2010 Census provided the statistical basis for the detail related
to the population of Latimer County in 2013.
The following tables provide this summary based upon data retrieved during July 2013 from
http://factfinder2.census.gov.
Table 2.1 – Population of Latimer County
Year
Latimer County

2000

2010

10,692

11,154

The population of Latimer County has increased at a rate of 4.3% over the past ten years. This
pattern of moderately increasing population is similar to that for the population of Oklahoma
which has increased during that same period. However, the population of Latimer County is
increasing at a slower rate than is true for many counties in eastern Oklahoma.
Interestingly, Latimer County reports a population in which the median age of male residents is
about one year lower than the median age for resident females. This may be a reflection of
employment opportunities, particularly in the energy industry during recent years. In addition,
there is a slightly higher percentage of the population in Latimer County above the age of 65
than is true in the larger population of Oklahoma.
In addition, Latimer County shows a population with a smaller percentage of residents identified
as “black or African American” than is true in the state of Oklahoma. By contrast, the population
in Latimer County shows more than double the percentage of persons identified as “American
Indian.” Latimer County reports a population in which 7.7% of the residents represent two or
more races. This composition of the population represents part of the history of the county.
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Further, Latimer County presents a population with a smaller percentage of Hispanic residents
than is true across Oklahoma. This is somewhat in contrast to the composition of the population
in other eastern Oklahoma counties including Cherokee to the north and Le Flore to the east.

Factor
Sex and Age

Table 2.2 – Demographic Characteristics of the Population
Latimer County
Oklahoma
Detail on factor
Number
Number
(Percent)
(Percent)
Male

5,649 (50.6%) 1,816,749 (49.4%)

Female

5,505 (49.4%) 1,858,590 (50.6%)

Median age (years)

Race

40.0

36.3

Under 18 years of age

2,673 (24.0%)

911,484 (24.8%)

18 years of age and over

8,481 (76.0%) 2,762,318 (75.2%)

65 years of age and over

1,944 (17.4%)

White

7,825 (70.2%) 2,720,135 (72.2%)

Black or African American

83 (0.7%)

267,179 (7.4%)

2,279 (20.4%)

259,809 (8.6%)

31 (0.3%)

61,581 (1.7%)

1 (0.0%)

3,967 (0.1%)

Two or more races

864 (7.7%)

263,896 (7.2%)

Of any race

293 (2.6%)

302,167 (8.2%)

American Indian/Alaskan Native
Asian
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic/Latino

491,422 (13.5%)

Table 2.3 provides detail on the household characteristics of the population of Latimer County.
Of particular note is the higher percentage of households in Latimer County with one or more
members over the age of 65 than is true in the state of Oklahoma. On most measures related to
household characteristics, Latimer County is similar to the household characteristics represented
across Oklahoma. However, the percentage of occupied housing units in Latimer County is
below that for the state of Oklahoma, and similarly, there is a higher percentage of vacant
housing units in the county.
Of greater interest is the lower percentage of the population living in households. Latimer
County has a number of group homes or group living facilities which reduces the percentage of
the population in households. The slightly older population of Latimer County is also reflected in
the percentage of households with one or more members aged 65 years or more.
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Table 2.3 – Household Characteristics in Latimer County
Latimer County
Oklahoma
Household Related Factor
Number (Percent) Number (Percent)
Number of households

4,208

1,421,705

10,580 (94.9%)

3,563,497 (96.9%)

1,179 (28.0%)

425,149 (29.9%)

531 (12.6%)

140,851 (9.9%)

4,208 (84.5%)

1,421,705 (86.5%)

771 (15.5%)

222,523 (13.5%)

Owner occupied housing units

3,123 (74.2%)

969,959 (68.2%)

Renter occupied housing units

1,085 (25.8%)

451,746 (31.8%)

Population in households
Households with a child or children under 18
Households with person 65 years and over
Occupied housing units
Vacant housing units

Somewhat surprisingly, the population of Latimer County is similar to that across Oklahoma in
household income. The median household income in Latimer County is almost identical to the
statewide average. Median household income as reported by the U.S. Bureau of Census may be
somewhat misleading: by definition 50% of the population in the county is above the median
income level and 50% is below that number. In Latimer County, the mean household income is
$53,477 indicating that a small number of residents are in the upper levels of income while a
larger number are in the lower income categories. As shown in Census data, 147 households
(3.5% of households) in Latimer County have incomes of $100,000 or more.
It is equally important to recognize that 10.4% of the population of Latimer County is identified
as being below federal poverty guidelines. The percentage of households below poverty levels
and the percentage of individuals in those households are comparable to statistics for the state of
Oklahoma. It can be concluded that the residents of Latimer County are financially similar to the
general population of Oklahoma.
Table 2.4 – Financial Characteristics in Latimer County
Latimer County
Characteristic or Factor
Median household income

Oklahoma

$42,610

$42,979

Households below poverty level

10.0%

11.9%

Individuals below poverty level

18.2%

16.2%
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Residents of Latimer County also present education characteristics that are associated with the
financial status of the county. In Latimer County, the greatest variation from the statewide
educational pattern is in the percentage of individuals with educational achievement of an
Associate’s degree; other than that one category of post-high-school education Latimer County
lags behind state statistics for education beyond the high school diploma. Education levels have
been shown to be highly correlated with other economic measures.
Table 2.5 – Education Characteristics in Latimer County
Latimer County
Educational Attainment
Number
7,174 persons 25 years of age and above
(Percent)

Oklahoma
Number
(Percent)

Less than 9th grade

262 (3.7%)

115,248 (4.8%)

950 (13.2%)

232,987 (9.8%)

High school diploma or equivalency

2,429 (33.9%)

775,478 (32.6%)

Some college, no degree

1,614 (22.5%)

559,367 (23.5%)

Associate’s degree

903 (12.6%)

159,557 (6.7%)

Bachelor’s degree

619 (8.6%)

362,043 (15.2%)

Graduate or professional degree

397 (5.5%)

176,139 (7.4%)

9th to 12th grade, no diploma

Another demographic factor that is highly correlated with financial characteristics and
educational characteristics is employment. The employment figures for Latimer County are
reported in Table 2.6. As of 2010, Latimer County reported unemployment to be approximately
4.8% as compared with a statewide 7.7%. Both of these numbers place Oklahoma and Latimer
County in better employment condition than was true of the United States at this same time.
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Table 2.6 – Employment Characteristics in Latimer County
Latimer County
Oklahoma
Characteristic or Factor
Number (Percent) Number (Percent)
Population in the labor force (16 years and over)

4,781 (55.3%)

1,806,858 (63.0%)

Employed

4,454 (93.2%)

1,674,765 (92.3%)

Private wage and salary workers

2,716 (61.0%)

1,260,965 (75.3%)

Government workers

1,310 (29.4%)

285,562 (17.1%)

419 (9.4%)

124,013 (7.4%)

9 (0.2%)

4,225 (0.3%)

Self-employed (non-incorporated business)
Unpaid family workers

In summary, Latimer County comprises a rural area with approximately 15.3 persons per square
mile as compared to an average of 50.3 for Oklahoma. Almost 27% of the population of Latimer
County resides in Wilburton, the county seat, and Red Oak is the only other incorporated town in
the county. The county population shows an average household income similar to the statewide
average; additionally, a similar percentage of Latimer County residents are below the poverty
level as is true statewide. A higher percentage of residents of the county have achieved their high
school diplomas and associate’s degrees, but the county is below statewide educational statistics
at higher levels of education.

Competing and Complementary Recreational Opportunities
Robbers Cave State Park offers a combination of recreational, historic, cultural, and natural
resources that is matched only by Beavers Bend State Park in Oklahoma. These two parks are
separated by distance of 120 miles and therefore do not directly compete with each other. Both
parks offer New Deal-era historic structures in large park areas. Both parks offer campgrounds,
cabins, and lodges. Both parks offer nature centers, interpretive programs, large festivals, hiking
trails, and water-based recreation. The natural environment for the two parks is also similar with
hilly to mountainous terrain, pine forests, and a sense of seclusion.
Closer to Robbers Cave there are three other state parks. Lake Eufaula State Park, including two
distinct properties along Federal Highway 69, offers camping experiences, but in the setting of a
large lake. Lake Eufaula State Park is also much more accessible than Robbers Cave State Park.
Clayton Lake State Park is approximately 35 miles from Robbers Cave State Park and offers
similar camping and water-based recreation, but in a much more compact park setting. Talimena
State Park is similarly about 35 miles from Robbers Cave State Park and serves primarily as a
staging location for access to the Ouachita National Forest.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers locations on Lake Eufaula and Sardis Lake offer camping
experiences in a lake environment. However, both settings are quite different in atmosphere and
management from that at Robbers Cave State Park.
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One of the distinctive recreation opportunities provided at Robbers Cave State Park is the
equestrian campground and extensive trail network. Cedar Lake in the Winding Stair National
Recreation Area in Ouachita National Forest is the only other public park with dedicated
equestrian camping and an extensive network of trails. Lake Eufaula State Park offers some
equestrian camping, but with a much smaller trail base.

Regional and Park History
Robbers Cave State Park is one of the original state parks in the Oklahoma system. The property
was originally designated as Latimer State Park, but that name was changed in 1936. In the
biannual report of the State Game and Fish Commission for July 1, 1926 through June 30, 1928
(Oklahoma State Game and Fish Commission, 1928), a 1550 acre preserve north of Wilburton is
identified as the core of an area for which the Commission considered “the purchase of several
thousand acres . . . with a view to creation of a game preserve worthy of recognition and rapid
development, and with a view as well to construction of a series of fishing lakes on Fourche
Maline creek as public fishing grounds and to be opened as a public recreation center and
beautiful State Park.” By 1934, this preserve in Latimer County had expanded to approximately
16,000 acres and was bisected by State Highway 2 (Oklahoma State Game and Fish
Commission, 1934). A simple notation of one sentence is added: “A Civilian Conservation Corps
camp is now stationed on both the McCurtain and Latimer county preserves and are concluding a
program dedicated largely to the construction of roads and trails throughout both properties that,
when finished, will prove of untold value and assistance in protecting the virgin growths of
timber against fire hazards.”
A brief history of Robbers Cave State Park was prepared by Larry O’Dell for the Oklahoma
Historical Society. This history states:
“Located four miles north of Wilburton on State Highway 2, Robbers Cave State
Park, originally Latimer State Park (name changed in 1936), encompasses more
than eight thousand acres and includes three lakes and many tourist amenities.
The lore associated with Robbers Cave area has a long history, dating to its use as
an Osage hunting ground and as the object of French exploration in the eighteenth
century. Later, Civil War deserters and outlaws reportedly hid in the cave,
including the Youngers, the Dalton Gang, the Rufus Buck Gang, and Belle Starr.
The location and local terrain made the cave an almost impregnable fortress, with
the criminals allegedly able to escape through a secret back exit.
In 1929, Carlton Weaver, a Wilburton newspaper editor and state representative,
donated 120 acres surrounding the cave to the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) for
use as a camp. He served as the vice president of the Boy Scouts’ Choctaw
Council. John Newell, warden at McAlester’s State Penitentiary, soon arranged
for a group of skilled inmates to begin improving the site. Using locally quarried
rock, the prisoners built a kitchen and several buildings that were used as
headquarters for different scout troops. Named Camp Tom Hale, honoring a
McAlester businessman and BSA supporter, the facility was adjacent to a tract of
land that Weaver had leased and later donated to the state fish and game
commission to create a large game preserve. In 1933 Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) Company 1825 was organized and located at the state game preserve. In
1935, under the supervision of the National Parks Service, the State Parks
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Division took control of the area. Between 1935 and 1941 CCC Company 1825
built a bathhouse, cabins, trails, group camps, shelters, and roads. Again, native
stone was used on these projects. In 1937 the CCC and the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) created Lake Carlton, named for Carlton Weaver.
Situated in the Sans Bois Mountains, Robbers Cave State Park features rock
bluffs of sandstone and shale. A wildlife management area (WMA) with hunting
grounds lies adjacent to the park. Deer and other small fur-bearing mammals,
along with an array of reptiles and birds, inhabit the park. Game birds, such as
wild turkey and quail, are cultivated in the WMA. Pine, cedar, walnut, and
blackjack, among a host of hardwoods, compose the forest environment.
In 1994 the state renovated the bathhouse into a nature center. At the beginning of
the twenty-first century the park offered a restaurant, a twenty-room lodge, an
equestrian camp, stables, campgrounds, group camps, cabins, and fishing at Lake
Carlton, Lake Wayne Wallace, and Coon Creek Lake, and in Fourche Maline
Creek. Swimming, hiking, horseback riding, rock climbing, and rappelling are
other activities that attract visitors. In 1987 the park hosted its first annual
Robbers Cave Fall Festival. In 1998 the Robbers Cave Bluegrass Festival began.
In 2002 the state park was listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NR
96000489).”
The role of the Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works
Progress Administration as New Deal-era federal agencies
is crucial to the history of Robbers Cave State Park.
Historic structures on property remain from the efforts of
the CCC. The design commonly utilized by members of
these camps was “National Park Service rustic”
architecture. As stated by Dr. Bob Blackburn (2004), “In
the parks, the organic style could be seen everywhere.
Roads nestled into natural contours of the land, offering a
variety of vistas around every turn. Cabins were built with
locally cut stone, hand-hewn timbers, and rough-cut plans,
giving the impression that the structures grew out of the
land. Signs with directions to campgrounds were
artistically carved into stone and wood. The CCC boys
also helped Mother Nature by planting millions of trees
and shrubs, seamlessly connecting the built environment
with the natural setting.” Appendix A identifies many of
the CCC properties at Robbers Cave State Park.
CCC Company 1825 at Robbers Cave State Park differed
from most CCC camps. The typical camp consisted of
young men between the ages of 18 and 25. Company 1825
Source: National Park Service
was composed of many married men, including World
War I veterans. These men implemented the designs
provided by Herbert Maier and a team of National Park Service architects. As was common at a
number of locations, the CCC cooperated with other federal agencies and programs including the
Works Progress Administration.
Figure 2.3 – “National Park
Service rustic” architecture
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Figure 2.4 – CCC monument at Robbers Cave State Park

CCC Company 1825 is commemorated on a monument located near the nature center at Robbers
Cave State Park. However, their work is evident throughout the park. Among the features of
Robbers Cave State Park that remain from the efforts of the Civilian Conservation Corps are: the
park nature center; the former boathouse beneath the community building; Lake Carlton dam
redesigned and rebuilt by the WPA; the park manager’s residence; the bathhouse in Old Circle
Campground; nine of the park cabins; a picnic shelter south of the equestrian campground; and
the Station No. 12 Engine House. Other CCC projects in the park include several low-water
dams, culverts, and metal park signs (Figure 2.5 on the following page).
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Figure 2.5 – Examples of CCC
construction

A.R. Reeves (1936) reported on the work of the Oklahoma State Park Commission, indicating
that Robbers Cave State Park was 8,340 acres in 1936. This land included property that is now
part of the state park and part of the wildlife management area. The focal message of Reeves’
report was the establishment of CCC camps at seven state parks including Robbers Cave. In that
report Reeves also documented 20,216 total visitors to the park in 1936 for an average daily
visitation of 70.04 persons and 14.23 vehicles between June 1 and October 31.
In his 1938 first report of the Division of State Parks, Reeves (1938) described Robbers Cave
State Park as “located on a beautiful stream, Fourche Maline Creek, six miles of which traverses
through Robbers Cave State Park site, wending its way through natural scenic beauty and
picturesque landscapes into deep gorges, waterfalls, lofty cliffs and rugged towering bluffs.”
In a similar manner, the efforts of Carlton Weaver in association with the Boy Scouts of America
and John Newell at the state penitentiary produced several structures in Group Camp 2 that
resemble the CCC architecture. These structures in Group Camp 2 actually pre-date the work of
the CCC and WPA. The affiliation of several of these structures to non-profit service
organizations is depicted in Figure 2.6 on the following page. The date of 1931 marked in the
cabin of the Boy Scouts of America clearly indicates the historic value of these structures and
their presence in the establishment of Robbers Cave State Park.
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Figure 2.6 – Examples
of construction in
Group Camp 2

In more recent years the state of Oklahoma has restructured the governmental agencies
responsible for the properties associated with what are now Robbers Cave State Park (OTRD)
and Robbers Cave Wildlife Management Area (ODWC). Both departments are agencies of the
state of Oklahoma. These agencies manage approximately 10,000 acres along Fourche Maline
Creek. Of that acreage, approximately 6,300 acres are encompassed within the wildlife
management area (ODWC). The additional 3,699.58 acres are managed as Robbers Cave State
Park. Property documents included in Appendix B provide details related to the ownership of the
property that comprises Robbers Cave State Park.
Figure 2.7 on the following page shows the location of the wildlife management area. The body
of the WMA is just east of Robbers Cave State Park which extends west of Coon Creek and
encompasses Coon Creek Lake, Lake Carlton, and Lake Wayne Wallace. In addition, state
Highway 2 and additional park roads are shown on Figure 2.7 as are several campgrounds and
lake access locations. As will be shown in later presentation, the state park and the wildlife
management area provide one large, cooperative recreation location for many visitors.
Robbers Cave State Park hosts several large events each year, attracting visitors from across the
state of Oklahoma and beyond. The Fall Festival and the Bluegrass Festival have become very
popular events with significant economic impact for Latimer County and the surrounding area.
The history, the legends, the natural resources, and the recreational opportunities associated with
Robbers Cave State Park have developed a strong connection between the local community and
the park management. As a result, Robbers Cave State Park is an integral component of the
recreation and tourism for the entire region.
Boy Scouts have been associated with Robbers Cave State Park, even prior to its management as
a state park. In addition to the original influence at Camp Tom Hale (Group Camp 2), Eagles
Nest and Bobcat Crossing campgrounds are managed for group activity, including that of Boy
Scouts.
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Figure 2.7 – Robbers Cave Wildlife Management Area (ODWC)
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Natural Resources in the Park
Climate and Air Quality
Latimer County is part of the Hardwood Forest region of Oklahoma, in a humid subtropical
climate. Average annual precipitation is 48.80 inches, although the wettest year occurred in 1973
with 78.28 inches of precipitation and the driest year occurred in 1963 with 20.74 inches. May
and September are the wettest months on average, but much of the spring through fall receives
sufficient rainfall for successful vegetative growth. Average snowfall is less than six inches
annually, providing snow cover on the ground for about four days each year.
Temperatures average near 62o F, with a slight increase from north to south. Temperatures range
from an extreme daytime high of 113o F recorded in Wilburton (September 4, 1998) to a low
temperature of -16o F also in Wilburton (February 2, 1951). The county’s average growing
season is 211 days, and plants that can withstand short periods of colder temperatures may have
an additional two to five weeks.
Winds from the south and east are most common. Winds from the east occur about 15% of the
time, averaging nine miles-per-hour. Relative humidity, on average is 75%, ranging from 43% to
96% during the day. During the year, humidity is highest in June and lowest in March. Winter
months tend to be cloudier than summer months. The percentage of possible sunshine ranges
from an average of about 50% in winter to 75% in summer.
Thunderstorms occur on about 55 days each year, predominantly in the spring and summer.
During the period 1950 – 2003, Latimer County recorded 19 tornadoes. The most recent
significant tornado (F2 intensity or greater) occurred on April 25, 1994 passing near the towns of
Albion and Talihina. This F2 tornado affected parts of Pushmataha, Latimer and Le Flore
counties along an eight mile path. There were six injuries from this event. The most significant
tornado event occurred on May 5, 1960 along a 50 mile path through Latimer, Haskell, and
Sequoyah counties. That F4 tornado caused 16 deaths and 106 injuries. Latimer County typically
has about two events each year of hail exceeding one inch in diameter. As information collection
has improved, both the number of reported tornadoes and the number of severe hail events have
increased (OK Climatological Survey).
The Pollution Information Site (Scorecard) reports that 88% of all days in Latimer County show
good air quality, with the primary pollutants being nitrogen oxide emissions. Having said that,
according to the Clean Air Task Force website, Latimer County is among the 40 to 50 percentile
of the worst counties in the United States on the ratings of air quality (Clean Air Task Force).

Archeology of Robbers Cave State Park
While archaeological history was reported in the earlier presentation of Latimer County, an
archeological survey of Robbers Cave State Park has not been completed. As documented by the
Oklahoma Historical Society (Everett, 2010), “Archaeologists have identified 124 prehistoric
sites in Latimer County, three of which are of the Paleo-Indian era. Fifty-three are of the Archaic
period, 6000 BC to AD 1. The McCutchan-McLaughlin Site (AD 400-AD 800), or Alford
Mound, near Red Oak has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NR 72001071).
Much of the prehistoric occupation of the area took place along Fourche Maline Creek from 300
BC to around AD 800.”
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The Oklahoma Archeological Survey provided additional information relevant to the area along
Fourche Maline Creek.
“People have occupied this site on the banks of Fourche Maline Creek for at least
3500 years. The first major occupation was during a period in prehistory known to
archeologists as the Wister phase, lasting from 1500 – 300 BC. It was a time
when people hunted deer with spears, fished and collected mussels and a variety
of wild plants including nuts. The second main occupation occurred during a
period known as the Fourche Maline phase, a period from 300 BC to AD 800.
The most heavily occupied time at the McCutchan-McLaughlin site during the
Fourche Maline phase was probably from AD 400 – 800. Although the Fourche
Maline phase people lived very much in the way of their Wister phase ancestors,
there were two important technological changes that distinguish their time. They
began to use pottery for storage and cooking and they hunted with bow and arrow.
Archeologists excavated at McCutchan-McLaughlin in 1976 and 1977 at the
request of the landowner. Bank erosion was endangering the site. Artifacts and
charred animal bone, seeds and nutshells revealed much about the people who
lived at the site. Analysis of burials also revealed many interesting details about
their lives and deaths. The nuts, seeds, tubers, fish and game available in the
Fourche Maline valley provided a healthy life for the inhabitants of the area. Later
groups who depended heavily on a high-starch, maize diet were subject to
diseases that did not afflict the McCutchan-McLaughlin people. Likewise, the
degenerative diseases like arthritis were not found as frequently here as they were
among the later farming groups.
Although the McCutchan-McLaughlin people were healthy, the most common
identifiable cause of death among the burials was the result of warfare. Mass
burials are observed for these groups where projectile points are found in the
bodies. Projectile points which caused the deaths of a single group of nine
individuals, mainly women and children, were made of chert found in the Boone
formation from north and east of the Arkansas River. The McCutchan
McLaughlin people did not use Boone chert for the manufacture of their tools.
Thus it is believed that a raiding party from the north surprised the site occupants
while most of the younger adult men were away and unable to defend them, and
those killed were buried together in a single grave.
McCutchan-McLaughlin has been recognized as a significant site with its listing
on the National Register of Historic Places. Research continues today on this
fascinating site in Latimer County.”
(http://www.ou.edu/cas/archsur/counties/latimer.htm)
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Topography
Robbers Cave State Park and all of Latimer County are situated in the Interior Highlands
division using the Fenneman Physiography Classification (National Geographic Society). This
area is further defined as being within the Ouachita province. The area in northern Latimer
County that includes Robbers Cave State Park is a section of the Arkansas Valley, whereas
southern Latimer County is a section of the Ouachita Mountains as classified by Fenneman
physiography.
Topographically, plains, hills, floodplains, terraces, and scattered mountains are characteristic of
this ecoregion. All of these features are present in Robbers Cave State Park. In addition,
savannas, open woodlands, or forests are dominated or co-dominated by upland oaks, hickory
and shortleaf pine. Loblolly pine is present in the county, but that species is not native to the
area.

Geology
Northern Latimer County and Robbers Cave State Park are situated in the Arkoma Basin north of
the Ouachita Uplift. The Arkoma Basin is characterized by surface rocks of the Pennsylvanian
period and the Paleozoic Era.

Figure 2.8 – Geological regions in Oklahoma
Source: Charpentier (2010)
Suneson (2102) described the Arkoma Basin as being caused by the collision of the North
American and Gondwanan plates in the Early Mississippian and ending in the Middle
Pennsylvanian. Oil and gas are present in this basin, with active leases within Robbers Cave
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State Park. In his abstract to Arkoma Basin Petroleum – Past, Present, and Future, Suneson
states:
“The Arkoma Basin is a classic peripheral foreland basin bounded on the south
side by a fold-and-thrust belt – the Ouachita Mountains. Thus, the basin can be
viewed as the most northern, least deformed, and youngest part of a northwardmigrating foreland basin that began forming in the Early Mississippian and
contains the Stanley and Jackfork Groups, Johns Valley Shale, and Atoka
Formation. The three oldest of these units, and much of the youngest, are now
complexly deformed and were incorporated into the also northward-advancing
tectonic belt. Some petroleum reservoir types occur (or should occur) in the
Arkoma Basin and the Ouachita Mountains, and others are unique (or are they?)
to one or the other. Applying what we know about the different reservoir types to
other areas and/or other units will form the basis for future petroleum discoveries
in southeast Oklahoma.
The history of Arkoma Basin and Ouachita tectonic belt hydrocarbon exploration
and development started with coal and asphaltite. Early drilling for oil and gas
focused on surface anticlines. During WWII, the US and Oklahoma governments
produced a number of geologic maps designed to better understand the coal and
petroleum resources of southeastern Oklahoma. Subsequent deeper drilling led to
a better understanding of the structural geology of the area and facies relations of
the different reservoir units. Most recently, advances in horizontal drilling and
hydraulic fracturing have turned coal and shale into viable gas (and oil)
reservoirs.”
Significant detailed reports of geological testing and surveys are available in the Oklahoma State
Park office for Robbers Cave State Park. These detailed reports provide documentation related to
exploration and drilling at several sites within the park.

Soil
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) gathers data and prepares custom soil
resource reports for specific areas. In each report they define various terms related to soils and
the related capacities. Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soil series. Except
for differences in texture of the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major horizons that are
similar in composition, thickness, and arrangement.
Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface layer, slope, stoniness, salinity, degree of
erosion, and other characteristics that affect their use. On the basis of such differences, a soil
series is divided into soil phases. Most of the areas shown on the detailed soil maps are phases of
soil series. The name of a soil phase commonly indicates a feature that affects use or
management. For example, Alpha silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the Alpha series.
Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous areas. These map units
are complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.
A complex consists of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas in such an intricate pattern or in
such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps. The pattern and proportion of
the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar in all areas. Alpha-Beta complex, 0 to 6
percent slopes, is an example.
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An association is made up of two or more geographically associated soils or miscellaneous areas
that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of present or anticipated uses of the map units in
the survey area, it was not considered practical or necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous
areas separately. The pattern and relative proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are
somewhat similar. Alpha-Beta association, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.
An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas that could be
mapped individually but are mapped as one unit because similar interpretations can be made for
use and management. The pattern and proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped
area are not uniform. An area can be made up of only one of the major soils or miscellaneous
areas, or it can be made up of all of them. Alpha and Beta soils, 0 to 2 percent slopes, are an
example.
Some surveys include miscellaneous areas. Such areas have little or no soil material and support
little or no vegetation. Rock outcrop is an example of a miscellaneous area (NRCS, 2010).
Eighty-five percent of Robbers Cave State Park is composed of two soils: (1) the most dominant
soil association is Carnasaw-Clebit association, coded as “4” in Figure 2.9 on the following page,
and (2) Carnasaw-Pirum-Clebit association, coded as “8” in Figure 2.9. Carnasaw-Clebit
association is found in the hilly portions and uplands surrounding the various creeks through
Robbers Cave State Park. This association presents 8 to 30% slopes and makes up 50% of the
park. Similarly, Carnasaw-Pirum-Clebit association is found adjacent to the various creeks
through Robbers Cave State Park. This association presents 3 to 12% slopes and makes up
almost 36% of the park.
Material about soils in the study area provides background information about suitability for
recreational development. Various soils present characteristics that enhance their ability to
support recreational development or limit opportunities for those developments. In most cases,
limitations require additional engineering or mediation to permit development. Often these
limitations of soils for specific development increase the cost of the respective development.
Soil Suitability for Recreational Development
The dominant soils within Robbers Cave State Park show some limitation to high limitation for
development as camp areas. The only soil type within the park that is not limited for
campgrounds is Sallisaw loam (coded 32 in Figure 2.9). Ninety-four percent of the park is
limited in some manner. Carnasaw-Clebit association (coded 4) and Carnasaw-Clebit-Pickens
variant association (coded 5) are very limited for campground development due to slope, slow
moving water, stones and gravel. Similarly, Ceda-Rubble land complex (coded 11), and Counts
Silt loam (coded 16) are also very limited for campground development, but these limitations are
associated with potential for flooding and slow water movement. Similarly, Carnasaw-PirumClebit association is somewhat limited due to slow water movement and stones.
Robbers Cave State Park is much less limited for paths and trails. The greatest limitation for
paths and trails is shown in Carnasaw-Clebit-Pickens variant association (coded 5) due to slopes
and stones. This association is found west of Wayne Wallace Lake extending to the west side of
Lake Carlton. Ceda Rubble land complex (coded 11) and Counts silt loam (coded 16) also show
some limitation for paths and trails due to potential for flooding, slow water movement, and
stones.
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Figure 2.9 – Soil map of Robbers Cave State Park
Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service
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Figure 2.10 – Legend for the soil map of Robbers Cave State Park
Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service

The soils within Robbers Cave State Park also present limitations for development of picnic
areas, playgrounds, septic absorption fields, and sewage lagoons. These developments show very
similar patterns for soils and soil associations. In all these cases, the only soils that are not
limited for these developments are Sallisaw loam (coded 32). Sallisaw loam is found below the
Lake Wayne Wallace dam along Fourche Maline Creek, extending along the creek and roadway,
with an additional location on the shore of Lake Carlton. The most developed portions of
Robbers Cave State Park are presently in these locations.
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Hydrology
Latimer County straddles portions of four watersheds, two of which cross the state border
between Oklahoma and Arkansas, and one which crosses into Texas. These watersheds are:
•
•
•
•

Lower Canadian (OK) – 11090204
Robert S. Kerr Reservoir (OK, AR) – 11110104
Poteau (OK, AR) – 11110105
Kiamichi (OK, TX) – 11140105

Figure 2.11 – Watersheds of Latimer County
Source: Environmental Protection Agency

The watershed that includes Robbers Cave State Park is the Poteau (11110105). Waters in this
watershed flow eastward into the Poteau River. Waters in this watershed are impaired for
enterococcus bacteria and dissolved oxygen. Fourche Maline Creek is specifically identified as
being impaired for dissolved oxygen.
Only Lake Wayne Wallace is presently among the lakes that are tested by the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board. That testing shows that Lake Wayne Wallace is classified as a mesotrophic
aquatic community with high nitrogen to phosphorus ratio (16:1). As a result, the waters in this
watershed are phosphorus limited.
Additionally, most waters in this portion of Oklahoma are low in pH and slightly acidic. This is
likely to be a byproduct of the composition of the soil.
Waters in Lake Wayne Wallace have not been adequately tested to document a beneficial use for
primary body contact recreation. Without adequate information, swimming and other primary
body contact recreation may require a warning or further testing. The waters are not true color
and therefore do not support aesthetic quality.
Since Lake Wayne Wallace is upstream from Lake Carlton, it is likely that the waters in Lake
Carlton are similar to those in Lake Wayne Wallace. Of some additional concern is the fact that
the equestrian campground, located downstream from Lake Wayne Wallace and upstream from
Lake Carlton, may produce additional waste and runoff that further reduces water quality in Lake
Carlton.
There are three major impoundments within Robbers Cave State Park. These include Coon Creek
Lake (also identified as Fourche Maline Creek Reservoir #4), Lake Wayne Wallace, and Lake
Carlton. Figure 2.12 on the following page presents photographs of these three larger
impoundments as seen from the downstream side. Lake Carlton is impounded by a concrete
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structure, whereas Coon Creek Lake and Lake Wayne Wallace are earthen dams. Both of these
earthen dams include woody plants on the face of the impoundments.
There are several smaller impoundments throughout the park including low water dams along the
major creeks. Five impoundments in Robbers Cave State Park are identified as safety risks by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board. The most serious of these is the dam impounding Lake
Carlton.
Figures on the following pages document the dates of construction and purpose of construction
for Lakes Carlton and Wayne Wallace as well as water quality for Lake Wayne Wallace.

Figure 2.12 – Major
impoundments in Robbers
Cave State Park
Upper left: Coon Creek Lake
Middle: Lake Wayne Wallace
Lower left: Lake Carlton
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Figure 2.13 – Lake Wayne Wallace
Source: Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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Figure 2.14 – BUMP report for Lake Wayne Wallace
Source: Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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Figure 2.15 – Lake Carlton
Source: Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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Vegetative Cover
Robbers Cave State Park is in the
Oak-Hickory-Pine Forest using
the Kuchler Vegetation
Classification. The area is in the
Subtropical Steppe division and
the Great Plains Steppe and
Shrub province.
The Lenihan Vegetation
Classification identifies these
areas with slightly different
Figure 2.16 – Ecoregions of Oklahoma
descriptors. Most of Latimer
County including Robbers Cave
State Park is in the Southern Mixed Forest.
As an ecoregion, Latimer County is classified as part of the Arkansas Valley, characterized by
scattered high ridges and mountains. A mix of oak savanna, prairie, oak-hickory-pine forest, and
oak-hickory forest is native on uplands. As shown in Figure 2.17, this portion of Latimer County
is classified as “oak-southern pine” forest.

Figure 2.17 – Forests of Oklahoma

Wildlife
As is true with all Oklahoma state parks, Robbers Cave State Park is a wildlife sanctuary. Due to
its substantial size, location, and proximity to a wildlife management area, Robbers Cave State
Park serves a variety of roles for many forms of wildlife. For some, Robbers Cave State Park is a
temporary or seasonal habitat as part of the migratory movement of birds and animals through
the area. For others, Robbers Cave State Park may be the permanent habitat, providing an
appropriate setting for the entire lifecycle.
In the 1938 first annual report for the Division of State Parks, Reeves (1938) provided an
assessment and listing of plants within the newly established Robbers Cave State Park. In his
listing of native plants, Reeves identified 33 trees, 15 shrubs, and five vines. These were only a
portion of the total varieties that are indigenous species. The report simply listed plants without
providing details of frequency or density in the environment. However, the list includes trees,
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shrubs, and vines that are present in the park today. A much more up-to-date assessment of
species present in Robbers Cave State Park was generated from BioBlitz! 2009.
BioBlitz! is a project of the Oklahoma Biological Survey
and the University of Oklahoma. In September 2009,
volunteers counted 1,156 species during a 24-hour period.
The BioBlitz! volunteers were active in Robbers Cave State
Park and in the Wildlife Management Area. This provided a
more accurate portrait of the diversity of wildlife present in
the ecosystem.

Figure 2.18 – BioBlitz! 2009 tally

Materials provided by Robbers Cave State Park (Appendix C) for visitors include information on
various birds and mammals that may be seen during a visit to the park. Robbers Cave Wildlife
Management Area identifies several game species of interest including deer, turkeys, rabbits,
gray and fox squirrels, coyotes, bobcats, and raccoons. Black bears are also present in Latimer
County. The lakes and streams within Robbers Cave State Park are stocked by ODWC, including
the trout fishery below Lake Carlton.
Online blogs and comments indicate that anglers have encountered numerous venomous snakes
at Coon Creek Lake. Five venomous snakes are identified as being native to Latimer County and
the surrounding area. This includes (1) copperhead, (2) timber rattlesnake, (3) western
diamondback rattlesnake, (4) western pygmy rattlesnake, and (5) western cottonmouth.
Nuisance Species
Latimer County has one “nuisance wildlife control operator” as of 2013. The Nuisance Wildlife
Control Operator (NWCO) program was developed to provide assistance to the public to control
nuisance or damage by regulated species of wildlife or feral hogs.
Feral hogs are present in Latimer County and have been observed within Robbers Cave Wildlife
Management Area. The estimated feral hog density for Latimer County was moderate at 13 to 58
hogs per square mile. However, higher densities were reported for the southwestern portion of
Latimer County and along the Kiamichi River south of Latimer County (Stevens, 2007).
Endangered or Threatened Species
There are no threatened or endangered species identified on the state listing or the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service listing for Latimer County. However, it is possible that some species may be
present since they are listed in adjoining counties. This includes the red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), the American Burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), the Indiana bat
(Myotis sodalis), the Leopard darter (Percina panterina), the Winged mapleleaf (Quadrula
fragosa), the Scaleshell mussel (Leptodea leptodon), the Ouachita Rock pocketbook (Arkansia
wheeleri), and the Least tern (Sterna antillarum).
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Accessibility
The Oklahoma State Parks Division strives for accessibility for those with disabilities in all its
park locations and facilities and has an access plan for the Division. Many parks and facilities
were designed and constructed before the passage of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), and well before the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)
were developed. Further, by its very nature, the natural environment may not lend itself to easy
access for those with mobility impairments.
The technical provisions of the ADA permit deviation from the stated guidelines. These
provisions allow deviation from full compliance if accessibility cannot be provided because
(1) compliance would cause substantial harm to cultural, historic, religious or significant natural
features or characteristics; (2) substantially alter the nature of the setting or purpose of the
facility; (3) require construction methods or materials that are prohibited by federal, state or local
regulations or statutes; or (4) would not be feasible due to terrain or the prevailing construction
practices.
In 2007, the United States Access Board issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) for
outdoor developed areas. These rules and their associated interpretations have direct bearing on
the consideration of access in Robbers Cave State Park. The minimum requirements found in the
NPRM for outdoor developed areas are based on several principles developed through the
regulatory negotiating process. They include (U.S. Access Board, 2009):
1. Protect the resource and environment
2. Preserve the experience
3. Provide for equality of opportunity
4. Maximize accessibility
5. Be reasonable
6. Address safety
7. Be clear, simple, and understandable
8. Provide guidance
9. Be enforceable and measurable
10. Be consistent with Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (as much as
possible)
11. Be based on independent use by persons with disabilities
Most of the trails within Robbers Cave State Park are natural surfaces, although hard surface
sidewalks have been installed in some developed areas. Any one designated trail may make use
of all or several surface types. If major trail redesign or construction were to occur, it would be
important to ensure compliance with the ADA standards where appropriate. The NPRM
addresses ten provisions that must be considered related to trail accessibility. These provisions
are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Surface – must be firm and stable
Clear tread width – minimum of 36 inches
Openings in surface – may not permit passage of sphere one-half inch in diameter
Protruding object – minimum of 80” of clear headroom above the trail
Tread obstacles – cannot exceed a maximum of two inches
Passing space – minimum of 60” by 60” at intervals of 1000’ or less
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7. Slope – addresses cross slope and running slope
8. Resting intervals – at least 60” in width
9. Edge protection – not necessarily required, but may be provided
10. Signage – information on distance and departure from technical provisions
An example of possible signage for trails as
suggested by the National Center on Accessibility
is shown in Figure 2.19. As of 2010, no specific
signs have been designated for universal
communication related to accessible trails.
However, these signs communicate the concept of
accessibility in outdoor developed recreation
spaces that include trails.
Other considerations related to access for persons
with disabilities include “Braille trail” concepts
that allow persons with visual limitations to enjoy
the features of a trail. This is particularly true if the
trail is interpretive in nature, with signs
communicating information related to natural,
cultural, historic, or other significant topics related
to the park environment.
In an effort to fully disclose the extent of
accessibility within state parks, the Oklahoma
State Park Division developed terms to describe
two levels of access; these terms are used in State
Parks publications: accessible and usable.

Figure 2.19 – Accessible Trail
Signage

Accessible indicates that the park “substantially complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). The facility is connected with a
barrier-free-route-of-travel from an accessible parking area.”
Usable indicates that the “facility allows significant access. Some individuals with
disabilities may have difficulty and need assistance. Due to topography and the
primitive nature of some sites, parking and connecting routes may not be accessible to
all with disabilities” (OTRD, 2007).
OTRD began development of the properties at Robbers Cave State Park before the passage of the
ADA; thus, many of the established structures do not meet the explicit requirements of the law.
In several locations, OTRD has added accessible restrooms, developed hard surface campsites,
installed walkways, and made other efforts to improve accessibility. However, the number of
designated accessible campsites and parking spaces in several locations are inadequate. In other
settings, the restrooms are not accessible. At the time of preparation of the 2014 RMP, the
playgroups within the group camps at Robbers Cave State Park were of earlier installation dates
and were not in compliance with accessibility standards or Consumer Product Safety
Commission guidelines. By 2016, a contract had been awarded to replace the playgroups at the
two group camps and the playgroup northeast of the swimming pool. Construction on these
should begin in fall 2016. By contrast, the playgroups in the Lake Carlton area and in the cabin
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area are fully compliant with accessibility and safety standards. The existing trails in these
properties are not currently accessible trails, and such modification may not be desirable. The
natural terrain varies considerably and is quite rocky; in addition, the environment includes
vulnerable species. Thus, ADAAG-defined accessibility to every area of the park is not practical,
nor necessarily desirable.
Throughout Robbers Cave State Park, it will be necessary to complete a thorough review of
accessibility. In addition and in light of continuous updating, new rule-making, and interpretation
of rules on-going vigilance related to accessibility is required.
An example of this rule-making and interpretation took effect March 15, 2011 under the
Department of Justice ruling that specified “other power-driven mobility devices” (OPDMD)
that could be used on trails by individuals with mobility limitations. At present, the expectation
is that the operating entity (OTRD) shall “make reasonable modifications in policies, practices,
or procedures to permit the use of other power-driven mobility devices by individuals with
mobility disabilities, unless the public entity can demonstrate that the class of OPDMD cannot be
operated in accordance with legitimate safety requirements that the public entity has adopted
based on actual risks” (American Trails, 2011).
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Figure 2.20 – Walkers in First Day hike
campaign
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Chapter 3 – Current Status of the Resource
Recreational Development
As one of the original Oklahoma State Parks and one of the larger state park properties, Robbers
Cave State Park is a historic, cultural, economic, natural, and recreational resource. The physical
development of Robbers Cave State Park began in the 1930s through the dedication of and
donation by Carlton Weaver. With the establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps
company in the early 1930s and the transfer of the park to the state of Oklahoma, Robbers Cave
State Park became and has continued as an important resource for the people of Oklahoma.
The map on the following page, Figure 3.2, provides an overview of the features of Robbers
Cave State Park. The park boundaries include 3,699.58 acres of land owned by Oklahoma State
Parks. The property encompasses campgrounds, cabins, lodge, day use areas, three recreational
lakes and multiple streams, lake access areas, trails, and other facilities. These facilities are
detailed in the following discussion. For ease of presentation, the discussion and presentation
begins at the southern entrance to the property comprising Robbers Cave State Park and proceeds
north along State Highway 2 through the property.
For all visitors entering Robbers Cave State Park by automobile, the only highway access route
is along State Highway 2 between Wilburton and Quinton. Multiple county roads and lesser
routes intersect State Highway 2 at various locations north and south of the park. A park road
parallels S.H. 2 and provides easier access to several of the park locations on the west side of
S.H. 2.

Figure 3.1 – Entry signs on State Highway 2
Top photo: South entry

Lower photo: north entry
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Figure 3.2a – Map of Robbers Cave
State Park
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Figure 3.2b – Park Visitor’s Map of Robbers Cave State Park
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Figure 3.3 – State Highway 2 near the south boundary

State Highway 2 and Environs
Traffic along State Highway 2 from Wilburton leaves the community through a commercially
developed area and passes through rural agricultural development before beginning a slight rise.
As S.H. 2 enters the south boundary of Robbers Cave State Park (Figure 3.3), visitors enter the
typical oak-hickory-pine forest common to this portion of Latimer County. The surrounding
environment remains forested with occasional openings as the roadway passes through the park.
Since S.H. 2 passes through Robbers Cave State Park, every traveler on the roadway is
technically a park visitor. Each traveler has the opportunity to enjoy the park environment for
approximately two miles as S.H. 2 angles slightly to the northeast.
Numerous park roads intersect S.H. 2 and extend east or west into the park proper. As a result,
S.H. 2 is the “spine” for the transportation route through Robbers Cave State Park.
Visitors traveling north on S.H. 2 will notice several broad parking lanes on the west side of the
roadway. These parking areas allow individuals in vehicles to park and view Fourche Maline
Creek below. Occasionally anglers also park in these areas to walk down to the creek.

Schwinkendorff Property
On the west side of S.H. 2, about a quarter mile south of the entry sign at the south boundary of
Robbers Cave State Park, there is a piece of property that was donated to Oklahoma State Parks
by Thelma Schwinkendorff (Figure 3.4 on the following page). The donation is commemorated
with a granite marker as shown in Figure 3.4, specifically identifying the gift and the property
with Robbers Cave State Park. The total donation of property was approximately 155 acres
including property on both sides of S.H. 2.
A small house is situated facing the roadway with construction similar to that found in many
buildings within Robbers Cave State Park. As a result, the structure of the house is quite fitting
within this environment.
Near the house, there is an outbuilding of little value or significance. This outbuilding has
several features that indicate it may have been a chicken house. In its present condition, this
outbuilding is a visual detraction from the appearance of the property.
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Figure 3.4 – Schwinkendorff property

The physical condition of the house is such that it will require a major investment to renovate the
property into a usable structure. Windows and frames show evidence of decay. Posts on the front
porch show similar damage from moisture and weathering.
The location of the property offers a prime value at the southern access to Robbers Cave State
Park and presents a number of options for consideration. While the location is somewhat
separate from the heart of the park, it may offer potential for a visitor center along the main
access route into Robbers Cave State Park. However, during preparation of the RMP, the
structure was being renovated to become a rental cabin.

ATV Area
Following submission of the 2014 RMP, a portion of the Schwinkendorff property to the east of
State Highway 2 was developed as an area for all-terrain-vehicles (ATV). Entrance to this area is
along the east side of S.H. 2 and leads to a newly constructed, gravel parking lot. While the ATV
area is primarily on the donated property, it does extend into the area of Robbers Cave State Park
to the south of Hackney Hill Road.
A self-pay “iron ranger” (Figure 3.5 on the following page) has been installed in the ATV Area
to permit voluntary collection of fees. A federal Recreational Trails Program grant was approved
in 2016 to enable construction of an RV campground in this area.
This ATV area was opened in February 2016.
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Figure 3.5 – Newly developed ATV
area
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Figure 3.6 – Hackney Hill
Road
Top left: Hackney Hill Road
Bottom left: road to oil lease
Right: Rural water pump house

Hackney Hill Road
Along the east side of S.H. 2, the next intersection encountered by visitors is a roadway leading
uphill to the east. Hackney Hill Road (N.W. 136th Road) is a two lane gravel road leading
through the park property to areas further east. Along Hackney Hill Road, a pump house for the
rural water district (Figure 3.6) and an oil lease road (Figure 3.4) are the only anomalies. The oil
lease road is gated, although it does not appear that the gate has been used recently.

Coon Creek Lake
Returning to S.H. 2 and turning right (north), the next intersection leads a visitor to Coon Creek
Lake. In contrast to Hackney Hill Road, the entry to Coon Creek Lake is clearly marked with
state park signage (Figure 3.7 on the following page), identifying the area for “day use only.”
Multiple yellow placards highlight the fact that the state park is also a game refuge. The entry
road is gated, although the gate has been damaged making it unusable at the time of preparation
of the RMP.
The gravel entry road extends uphill and then flattens for a short distance, before again rising
abruptly toward the lake. The impoundment of Coon Creek is on the right hand side (south) for a
visitor entering the area. This impoundment was displayed in Figure 2.12 and has a number of
woody plants growing on the downstream side of the dam.
A monument has been placed along the entry road identifying features of Coon Creek Lake. The
lake is also identified as Fourche Maline Reservoir #4 and was authorized under the Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Act. Coon Creek Lake has a recreational pool of 262 acre feet
with a total capacity of 2,636 acre feet. The dam is 82 feet high.
A roadway, visible in Figure 3.7, extends along the north side of the lake leading to a boat ramp.
The ramp and lake can accommodate small boats. There is evidence in online reviews of the high
quality fishery provided by Coon Creek Lake, with at least two notations of the lake being the
second best bass fishery in Oklahoma.
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Figure 3.7 – Coon Creek Lake
Top left and right: access road with sign
Right: Monument

Above: lake view and regulations
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Main Entrance
Returning to S.H. 2, a right hand turn to the north leads directly to the main entrance to Robbers
Cave State Park. The intersection at this location has park roads leading east into the
campgrounds, cabin area, and lodge area (Park Cabins Road) with a park road leading west into
the Lake Carlton area (Figure 3.8). State Highway 2 traffic does not stop at this intersection,
although accommodation has been made with a turning lane for traffic heading north and turning
into the Lake Carlton area.
The intersection at this location can be quite busy with multiple signs describing various
locations and directions. The dominant sign is shown in Figure 3.8 below directing visitors to the
various major features in Robbers Cave State Park: the cabins, lodge, RV camping in each
direction, café, equestrian area, and group camps.

Figure 3.8 – Main entrance to Robbers Cave State Park

For ease in describing the various park features accessed from this location, a right hand turn
(eastward) onto Park Cabins Road leads a visitor up a hill into a well-developed area of the park.
Near this roadway leading into a busy portion of Robbers Cave State Park there are two other
features. A short spur leads to a gas pipeline feature (Figure 3.9) located just south of Park
Cabins Road. Between these two features, a foot trail (Figure 3.9) leads from the developed
portion of the park west to Lake Carlton and east to the campgrounds and cabins east of S.H. 2.

Figure 3.9 – Features near the
main entrance
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Horseshoe Bend Campground and Park Residence
Park Cabins Road winds uphill from S.H. 2 into one of the more densely developed portions of
Robbers Cave State Park. The environment is heavily wooded with a mixture of pines and
hardwoods. The roadway makes a horseshoe turn a short distance up the hill. On the inside of the
horseshoe curve there is an unimproved campground. The campsites in this area are somewhat
undefined although there are grills and fire rings distributed throughout the area (Figure 3.10)
indicating seven campsites. A few locations also have lantern hangers.
Parking access for the various campsites has worn vehicle tracks in the natural surface. These
campsites have developed based upon the preference of park visitors.

Figure 3.10 – Horseshoe Bend
Campground

Table 3.1 – Campground Detail for Horseshoe Bend
Campground amenity
Horseshoe Bend campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
0
Unimproved (no utilities)
7
Pavilion
None
Trail
Connections to longer trails
Fishing pier
None
Playgroup
None
Restrooms
None
About a hundred yards further along Park Cabins Road, there is a park residence and a small
building, now used as a Guest House associated with the park residence. The residence is visible
from the roadway, but fits quite naturally into the setting. This residence and associated outbuildings (Figure 3.11 on the following page) were constructed by the Civilian Conservation
Corps and retain the characteristics of rustic park architecture. While it is apparent that the
carport and other minor modifications have been added, the setting and the architecture are
symbolic of Robbers Cave State Park and New Deal-era features.
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Figure 3.11 – Park Residence and CCC structures

Bobcat Crossing Campground
Park Cabins Road continues to wind uphill as it passes through the wooded environment. At the
next curve, a parking lot on the outside of the turn and signs mark Bobcat Crossing Campground
(Figure 3.12). Bobcat Crossing Campground is similar to Horseshoe Bend Campground in that
the sites are limited in design. Lantern posts, moveable picnic tables, grills or fire rings define
four sites. The major difference between the two campgrounds is that a parking lot, circled by a
split rail fence, identifies an area for campers to park and walk to their respective campsites.
However, it is common to see vehicles parked throughout the campground.
Figure 3.12 – Bobcat
Crossing Campground
Left and right: signage
Middle: typical campsite
Bottom: parking area
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Table 3.2 – Campground Detail for Bobcat Crossing
Campground amenity
Bobcat Crossing campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
0
Unimproved (no utilities)
4
Pavilion (capacity of 50)
None
Trail
Connections to longer trails
Fishing pier
None
Playgroup
None
Restrooms
None

Whispering Pines Campground
A much more developed campground is located at the next curve. Whispering Pines
Campground includes modern and semi-modern campsites with well-defined and landscaped
areas. The layout of the campground is shown in Figure 3.14 on the following page. Sites 1
through 17 are included in Whispering Pines, of which 12 sites are modern and 5 sites are semimodern.
Whispering Pines Campground included a campground host during preparation of the RMP. In
addition, the campground showed frequent occupancy. Amenities in the campground are shown
in Figure 3.15 on a later page.

Figure 3.13 –
Whispering Pines
Campground
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Figure 3.14 – Whispering Pines and Old Circle Campgrounds
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Figure 3.15 – Amenities in Whispering Pines Campground
The amenities associated with Whispering Pines Campground include an accessible comfort
station, a picnic pavilion, and horseshoe pits (Figure 3.15). In addition, trails radiate from the
campground heading toward Lake Carlton on the south and to the Coon Ridge Trail on the north.
Table 3.3 – Campground Detail for Whispering Pines
Campground amenity
Whispering Pines campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
12
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
5
Unimproved (no utilities)
0
Pavilion (capacity of 50)
1
Trail
2 trailheads
Restrooms
1

Old Circle Campground
As shown on the map in Figure 3.14, Whispering Pines Campground adjoins Old Circle
Campground. The two campgrounds are separated by a short distance, but they have distinctly
different “personalities.” Old Circle Campground was developed by the Civilian Conservation
Corps and retains many of the characteristics of that architecture, including the comfort station
within the campground.
Old Circle Campground is an elongated oval with 24 campsites of which 8 are modern and 16
are semi-modern. These sites vary in size and configuration, including some that are pull-through
in design while others are back-in sites (Figure 3.16). Comments in blogs and reviews by
campers indicate that some of these sites are too small for contemporary camping units and that
turns within the campground are difficult to negotiate.
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Figure 3.16 – Old Circle
Campground

The comfort station in Old Circle Campground (Figure 3.17 below) was constructed by the CCC
and is located in the center of the elongated oval. Trails radiate from several locations in the
campground to permit foot traffic to the restroom. A road also provides vehicular access.
Table 3.4 – Campground Detail for Old Circle
Campground amenity
Old Circle campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
8
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
16
Unimproved (no utilities)
0
Pavilion
0
Trail
1 (trail to Lake Carlton)
Restrooms
1

Figure 3.17 – CCC
era comfort station
in Old Circle
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Figure 3.18 – Waste
management facilities
Above: sanitary dump
Left: lagoons

In addition to the camping facilities, Old Circle Campground includes a sanitary dump station
(Figure 3.18) that serves the camping complex. The two-cell sewage lagoon shown in Figure
3.18 is slightly lower than Old Circle Campground and just north of the campsites. While visible
from the campground area, the lagoons are fenced and marked appropriately.

Cabin Area
The cabins at Robbers Cave State Park are located at the next higher elevation above Old Circle
Campground. The cabin area is accessible by road directly along the signed route from the
Robbers Cave cabin office. These cabins are also part of the CCC heritage at Robbers Cave State
Park. While cabin 106 burned and has been rebuilt, the other cabins numbered 101 to 110 remain
from the original CCC construction. These cabins have been modified for safety and visitor
amenities, but retain their original frames. Sixteen other cabins have been constructed giving
park visitors the option of single cabins or duplex cabins with seven two-bedroom units.
The cabin area (Figure 3.20 on the following page) has been developed in a line extending
southwest to northeast along a ridge overlooking Coon Creek Lake. Road access passes along
this line with two loops leading to cabins more distant from the main roadway. Figure 3.19
shows the directional relationship between the cabins and Belle Starr View Lodge
An accessible and modern playgroup (Figure 3.20) is located near the
northern end of the cabin area. Adjacent to the playgroup there is a
waste collection site. A foot trail also leads from this area toward Old
Circle Campground and on to Lake Carlton.

Figure 3.19 – Directional sign
to cabin area
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Figure 3.20 – Robbers Cave State Park cabin area

Belle Starr View Lodge
Along the same ridge on which the cabins were constructed, Belle Starr View Lodge provides
hotel style lodging and a great room. The lodge includes 20 rooms and a great room that serves
as a good location for groups to gather. Each of the rooms includes two double beds and other
amenities; as a result the lodge accommodates about 80 people. The lodge is designed with the
Butterfield Room in the center and two wings of rooms extending from the central great room
(Figure 3.21).
Belle Starr View Lodge is ADA compliant, fully accessible for persons with mobility limitations.
The lodge does not include food service, but does include some vending services. A large
parking lot at the front of the lodge provides essential support for visitors with vehicles.
The hotel-style design of Belle Starr View Lodge has room access from the front and rear of
each room directly to the outside (Figure 3.22 on the following page).
Walkways along the front of the building provide accessible routes to each room. The rear of
each room opens to a private patio with a
larger central patio from the Butterfield
Room (Figure 3.23). The view from the
lodge across the ridge, Coon Creek Lake
and the valley is impressive.

Figure 3.21 – Belle Starr View Lodge
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Figure 3.22 – Belle Starr View Lodge surroundings
Left upper: front view of lodge rooms

Left lower: rear view of lodge rooms

Right upper: view toward Coon Creek Lake

Right lower: boulder field

Coon Creek Ridge Trail is accessible from the parking lot outside Belle Starr View Lodge as
shown in Figure 3.24. This trail traverses the wooded environment before linking with the longer
portions of the trail
Guests at Belle Starr View Lodge may also utilize the playgroup associated with the cabin area.
Figure 3.23 – Rear patio at Belle Starr View Lodge
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That location is a short walk from the parking lot at
the lodge.
A small storage building is adjacent to the parking
lot and near the trailhead. Other essential support
facilities are also a short distance from the lodge,
but are less visible. This includes the water and
waste treatment area.
A park store and the cabin office are among the
various visitor amenities that are more visible to
the public.
Figure 3.24 – Trail access

Robbers Cave Store and Cabin Office
The Robbers Cave store and cabin office (Figure 3.26 on the following page) is located along
Park Cabins Road near the comfort station in Whispering Pines Campground. As with other park
buildings, the architecture for the store fits well within Robbers Cave State Park. Vending, ice,
and compressed air are available for park visitors in an open shelter. Bicycle rentals are also
available at the store. The rear of the office includes a storage barn and parking for staff. The
building appears that it has also served as a residence in the past.
Belle Starr View Lodge and the cabins are further uphill from the store. However, the location of
the store and cabin office provides convenience for guests at the lodge, in the cabins, and in the
three campgrounds in this area. Figure 3.25 below shows the signage that directs visitors into the
cabin area or into the camping area that includes Whispering Pines and Old Circle.

Figure 3.25 – Directional signs in Whispering Pines

57

Figure 3.26 –
Robbers Cave State
Park Store

Figure 3.27 – Waste & water treatment
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Water and Waste Treatment Area
Figure 3.27 on the previous page shows the water and waste treatment facilities that serve a large
portion of Robbers Cave State Park. Although the water and waste treatment facilities are just
north of Belle Starr View Lodge, the road leading to those facilities is near the intersection with
Park Cabins Road leading directly into the cabin area. This road (Figure 3.27 is gated and
marked for authorized personnel only. The road leads first to a two-cell stabilization pond
(sewage lagoon shown in Figure 3.27). Further along this road is the water treatment and water
storage facilities also shown in Figure 3.27. These facilities are fenced, gated, and appropriately
signed for no trespassing.
The water treatment facility is no longer in operation, since potable water in Robbers Cave State
Park is purchased and distributed from a rural water district. However, the water storage tank is
still used to service this area of the park. It is supplied from the water district rather than from the
former treatment plant.

Lake Carlton Area
Returning to the main entrance for Robbers Cave State Park on S.H. 2, the area on the west side
of the highway is the central activity area within the park. The Lake Carlton Area is a meadow
surrounded by trees with occasional development within the meadow. The Lake Carlton Area
extends from S.H. 2 down to the shores of Lake Carlton and from a ravine on the south edge of
the meadow to Fourche Maline Creek on the north. Development within this area has occurred in
“nodes” defining activities and traffic patterns. Carlton Loop circles the meadow with a park
road parallel to S.H. 2 that permits slower rates of speed, a distinctly “park” experience, and
dispersion of traffic to the various activity locations in Robbers Cave State Park.
Upon entry into the Lake Carlton area a visitor will pass an attractive kiosk (Figure 3.28). The
west face of the kiosk provides interpretive panels and information pamphlets for visitors.

Figure 3.28 – Kiosk and
Carlton Loop
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Immediately west of the kiosk and behind a visitor who may
read the interpretive panels is the gravesite for Carlton Weaver
(Figure 3.29). A monument documents the important role he
played in the history of Robbers Cave State Park. While it is
somewhat unusual to have a gravesite within a state park, there
are several cemeteries within other Oklahoma state parks. The
commemoration of an individual in this setting is appropriately
incorporated into the main portion of the park and in compliance
with the request of Carlton Weaver.

Figure 3.29 –
Carlton
Weaver grave
site and
monument

Carlton Loop extends west from Park Road toward Lake Carlton. A wood-frame building
(Figure 3.30) and a restroom are adjacent to Carlton Loop and the larger parking areas in the
Lake Carlton area. The wood-frame building has had various uses over the years. At one time
this building was the Naturalist’s office, prior to the renovation of the current Nature Center. At
another time, this building was utilized as a concession stand. Currently it is a rental cabin called
the “Fisherman’s Hut.” This cabin does not have a bathroom with tub or shower, although it does
have a toilet and lavatory. The adjacent restroom is frequently utilized by those who rent the
Fisherman’s Hut.

Figure 3.30 – Fisherman’s Hut and restroom near main entry
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Figure 3.31 – Activity
features

The southwest quadrant of the Lake Carlton meadow includes several important activity features
in Robbers Cave State Park (Figure 3.31). The miniature golf and boat rentals were concessioned
services at the time of the 2014 RMP. However, contracts for these operations were not renewed
and the miniature golf and boat rentals are now park operations. In addition, the playgroup and
the beach are park operations. These activity areas concentrate specific recreation visitation near
Lake Carlton. Disc golf and horseshoe pits are also included on-site.
In this same area, the Robbers Cave State Park community building is a remnant of the CCC
structures. As shown in Figure 3.32 on the following page, the main floor of the community
building is more modern construction, above the remaining structure from the CCC. This
structure once served as the boathouse for the park and the three bays are visible on the lower
rear level. The lake frontage permits visitors to walk along the lake. As shown in Figure 3.32, the
boat rental concession is seen to the rear of the community building. A seasonal restaurant is also
available in this area.
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Figure 3.32 – Community
building
Left: main entrance
Left above: rear view
Right above: lake frontage

Continuing north from the beach, the next major development is an amphitheater, constructed
during the 1970s (Figure 3.33). This amphitheater shows rear entries constructed of native stone
with concave seating facing the stage. The view behind the amphitheater includes Lake Carlton
and the hillside on the far shore.
Wooden benches provide the seating, but these benches show considerable weathering. The
deterioration of the wood presents potential for “slivers” and other hazards for visitors.

Figure 3.33 – Amphitheater at
Robbers Cave State Park
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Figure 3.34 – Nature center & gift shop

One of the several CCC structures in Robbers Cave State Park is slightly to the rear of the
amphitheater. This CCC building now serves as the nature center, heritage center, and gift shop
(Figure 3.34). In his 1938 report of state parks, Reeves commented on the beauty of this structure
which served as the bath house in its original design. Presently, the gift shop is situated in the
center of the building with the nature center and the heritage center in the two wings.
Interpretive displays (Figure 3.35) include static, living and interactive techniques to enhance the
experience of visitors. These displays include
living history, cultural history, and natural history
of the area.
Figure 3.35 – Interpretive
displays at Robbers Cave State
Park
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Figure 3.36 – Exterior interpretation

Additional interpretive information is provided outside the nature center as shown in Figure 3.36.
These displays are adjacent to the monument to the Civilian Conservation Corps and further
explain their role in the development of Robbers Cave State Park.
A newer bathhouse and swimming pool are located in the center of the Carlton Loop as shown in
Figure 3.36. This swimming pool is managed as a concession, but provides recreational options
for those people desiring to swim. The pool includes slides and is designed as a recreational pool.
In 2015 following the initial RMP, the pool received significant renovation. Several water
features to enhance the recreation experience were added and a “splash pad” was incorporated
into the pool deck. Entry to the pool is gained through adjoining shower rooms which have been
modified to permit compliance for accessibility. These shower areas also include restrooms,
intended primarily for those using the swimming pool. Additional restrooms are located at the
nature center. The necessary hydraulics and chemicals are housed on a lower level at the rear of
the swimming pool (Figure 3.37). While this area is visible for persons walking back to the
parking lot from the beach area, it is generally out of the public view. Proper signs are in place
and the door is locked limiting access to the potentially hazardous materials stored in this area.
Figure 3.37 – Swimming
Pool at Robbers Cave
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Figure 3.38 – Shelters #2 and #6

There are two picnic shelters located within the Carlton Loop. Shelter #2 is beside the swimming
pool and Shelter #6 is situated between Shelter #2 and the amphitheater. Shelter #2 serves as the
headquarters for the Fall Festival (Figure 3.38) and is slightly smaller than Shelter #6. Although
the intent of the design is for people to walk to the structures, it is common to see visitors drive
right to the individual shelter. As with other picnic pavilions in Robbers Cave State Park, these
shelters can be reserved.
Along the upper reaches of Lake Carlton and northwest of these two pavilions, the Fourche
Maline Outdoor Classroom (Figure 3.39) provides an outstanding opportunity to link recreation,
interpretation, and education. This classroom is based on the stream, lake, and wetlands
environment with a boardwalk leading to a gazebo. Trails extend further into the wooded
wetlands beyond these structures. The park naturalist and other educators utilize the outdoor
classroom, while visitors can also enjoy the facility on their own.

Figure 3.39 – Fourche
Maline Outdoor
Classroom
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Figure 3.40 – Sights in the Lake Carlton area

Figure 3.40 depicts the quiet, pastoral beauty of the Lake Carlton area. Much of the central
portion of the Carlton Loop is a meadow surrounded by trees, picnic tables, activity areas, and
buildings. During Fall Festival in October, this area takes on a very different appearance (Figure
3.41 on the following page) as it does for other special events. The Lake Carlton area is
extremely popular with the visiting public and becomes a central focus for many activities for
visitors at Robbers Cave State Park.
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Figure 3.41 – Robbers Cave State Park
during Fall Festival
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Dogwood Campground
At the main entrance into the Lake Carlton area, a sign
directs campers to four tent campgrounds south of the
Lake Carlton public area (Figure 3.42). The furthest south
of these campgrounds is Dogwood.
Dogwood Campground is located along the banks of
Fourche Maline Creek. The park road leading into
Dogwood and Younger’s Bend Campground, just to the
north, was under construction at the time of the
preparation of the RMP. As a result the south gate exiting
from Dogwood was open during this period. S.H. 2 is
located at an elevation above and east of Dogwood
Campground.
Dogwood Campground is a preferred location for anglers
along the trout fishery of Fourche Maline Creek.

Figure 3.42 – Camping south
of Lake Carlton area

Figure 3.43 – Dogwood Campground

Table 3.5 – Campground Detail for Dogwood
Campground amenity
Dogwood campground
Unimproved (no utilities)
9 sites
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Younger’s Bend Campground
Immediately north of Dogwood campground along Fourche Maline Creek, there is a second
unimproved campground. Younger’s Bend campground offers ten unimproved sites (Figure
3.42). No restroom facilities are associated with either Dogwood campground or Younger’s
Bend campground: the closest comfort station is to the north in Deep Ford campground.
Roadways and sites within these two campgrounds are natural surfaces, with occasional gravel
for some of the roadway. Sites are somewhat identifiable due to the placement of tables, fire ring
or grill, a concrete slab, and an occasional lantern hanger.
Both campgrounds are subject to highway noise from traffic along S.H. 2 above and east of the
campgrounds. However, these campgrounds are preferred by many visitors, including day
visitors, who use this area for access to Fourche Maline Creek.
Table 3.6 – Campground Detail for Younger’s Bend
Campground amenity
Younger’s Bend campground
Unimproved (no utilities)
10

Figure 3.44 – Younger’s Bend
campground
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Deep Ford Campground
The road south from the Lake
Carlton area is named Deep Ford
Road and leads to Deep Ford
Campground. This campground is
adjacent to Fourche Maline Creek
below the impoundment. The
impounded Fourche Maline Creek
is a major feature for Deep Ford
Figure 3.45 – Entry to Deep Ford Campground
Campground (Figure 3.46). The
creek is a designated ODWC trout
fishery. The creek is also a recreational attraction as shown by the rope swing in Figure 3.46.
An older, non-accessible restroom provides basic hygiene support for Deep Ford Campground.
The sites are aligned along a spur between Fourche Maline Creek and Deep Ford Road. While
there are two semi-modern sites in Deep Ford Campground, the remaining sites are not
improved. Water spigots are distributed throughout the campground with many identified by
markers from the CCC-era.

Figure 3.46 – Deep Ford Campground
Top: campground and restroom
Middle: low-water dam and impounded stream
Bottom left: trout fishery designation
Bottom right: rope swing
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Table 3.7 – Campground Detail for Deep Ford
Campground amenity
Deep Ford campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
2
Unimproved (no utilities)
17
Pavilion
None
Trail
Walkways along the creek
Fishing pier
None
Playgroup
None
Restrooms
1 (not-accessible)
North of Deep Ford Campground along Deep Ford Road, there is a boat ramp and small parking
lot to allow visitors to access Lake Carlton. The boat ramp is situated just upstream of the dam
and includes signage related to lake regulations.
A roadway leads south from the boat ramp area along Fourche Maline Creek toward Deep Ford
Campground. There are a few picnic tables adjacent to this short drive, but the creek and the few
amenities serve to attract and support recreational activity at this location.

Figure 3.47 – Lake Carlton dam
area
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Lake Carlton Campground
Immediately south of the development around Carlton Loop, a cove and wetlands area limits
further buildings. However, Lake Carlton Campground is situated on the south side of that cove.
Lake Carlton Campground is properly accessed along Deep Ford Road, but visitors have created
their own drives across the grassy area around the cove.
Lake Carlton Campground features several elements from the CCC including an entry arch sign,
water spigots with specialized metal signs, and other features in the layout of the area. The
campground is shaded with somewhat undefined campsites. One site is semi-modern while the
remaining sites are unimproved. Pavilion #1 supplements the campground (Figure 3.48) and
offers an attractive setting with Lake Carlton in the background.

Figure 3.48 – Lake Carlton
Campground
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Table 3.8 – Campground Detail for Lake Carlton
Campground amenity
Lake Carlton campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
0
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
1
Unimproved (no utilities)
15
Pavilion (capacity of 50)
1
Trail
Foot paths along the lake
Fishing pier
None
Playgroup
None
Restrooms
Adjacent area

Maintenance Area
Park Road extends north from the Lake Carlton area and Carlton Loop parallel to Highway 2, but
at a lower elevation. Park Road intersects with the exit road from the Equestrian Campground.
At that location a secondary road leads across Fourche Maline Creek into an area for authorized
personnel only (Figure 3.49). This area includes a park residence and the maintenance yard in a
wooded and visually sheltered setting.

Figure 3.49 – Park residence
and maintenance yard
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The maintenance road leads through the work area to a five-cell stabilization pond (waste
management lagoon) to the southwest of the area. This lagoon is out of sight for most visitors to
the park and is accessible only through the maintenance yard.
To the north of this area are clearings in the forest canopy that permit space for storage and
dumping of items of limited use or outdated purpose from within the park. At one time, an
incinerator from the New Deal-era agencies was operated at Robbers Cave State Park. Remnants
of that incinerator are also present.
Most notably there are large mounds of trash bags (Figure 3.50) mixed with straw, hay, and other
items. These trash bags contain horse manure bagged and removed from the equestrian
campground. Many of the bags have been broken open. Animals and insects are active in the
area. The entire space is within the immediate watershed for Fourche Maline Creek and all runoff from this area flows directly into Lake Carlton.

Figure 3.50 – Storage of
equestrian waste
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Near the intersection of Park Road and the exit from the Equestrian Campground, there are
several reminders of the CCC heritage present at Robbers Cave State Park. The most apparent of
these structures is Pavilion 3 (Figure 3.51) located along Park Road in a shaded grove. This
structure features many of the architectural components common to CCC-construction. In
addition to the main pavilion, the structure includes a patio and rock picnic table as shown in
Figure 3.51.

Figure 3.51 – Pavilion #3

Additional CCC-structures in this general vicinity include the culvert and dam along the roadway
leading into the maintenance yard.
Pavilion #4 is located just north of Pavilion #3 along Park Road; however, Pavilion #4 is a more
modern structure adjacent to the Equestrian Campground and an artesian well (Figure 3.52).
Pavilion #4 is supported with a hard-surfaced parking area adjacent to Park Road.

Figure 3.52 – Pavilion #4
and artesian well
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Equestrian Campground
The Equestrian Campground is clearly visible from Pavilion #4 as a rustic, split-rail fence
defines and separates the campground from the picnic and day use area. Entry along a one-way
road from Park Road provides access into the Equestrian Campground. The actual campground
includes a loop on the north end and the one-way route through the area exiting near Pavilion #3
on the south.
There are 50 campsites within the Equestrian Campground of which two are modern sites and 43
are semi-modern, with five unimproved sites. However, the campsite design offers unique
options for campers. In addition to pull-through and back-in designs and accessible sites, the
campground offers single, double, and triple campsites (Figure 3.53). The Equestrian
Campground also offers a variety of flexible corrals, hitching posts, and other tie-down options
for horses.

Figure 3.53 – Equestrian campground

Figure 3.54 on the following page shows a map of the Equestrian Campground with detail
related to arrangement and design of the various campsites. Upon entry into the campground,
signs inform visitors that a current negative Coggins test is required for all horses brought into
the area.
In addition to the features related to the layout, configuration, and design of the campground,
multiple amenities are provided for the visitors. These include two comfort stations, one located
at the north end of the campground and a larger second comfort station near the middle of the
one-way route through the campground. An accessible and safety compliant playgroup has been
installed near this second comfort station. Fire rings and grills are located throughout the
campground in association with the individual sites. Finally, there is a sanitary dump station at
the southern exit from the one-way route through the Equestrian Campground.
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Figure 3.54 – Map of the
Equestrian campground
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Figure 3.55 – Amenities in the Equestrian
campground
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Table 3.9 – Campground Detail for Equestrian Campground
Campground amenity
Equestrian campground
Modern campsite (Water, sewer, electricity)
2
Semi-modern campsite (Water, electricity)
43
Unimproved (no utilities)
5
Pavilion (capacity of 50)
Pavilion #3 and #4 adjacent
Trail
Connectors to larger system
Fishing pier
None
Playgroup
1
Restrooms
2
Sanitary dump station
1

Ash Creek Road area
Park Road continues northward from the
Equestrian Campground parallel to S.H. 2
and Fourche Maline Creek. About oneeighth of a mile north of the Equestrian
Campground, Park Road intersects with
Ash Creek Road. Ash Creek Road
originates at S.H. 2 and extends northwest
toward the James Collins Wildlife
Figure 3.56 – Ash Creek Road
Management Area beyond the boundaries
of Robbers Cave State Park. Traffic on
Ash Creek Road must stop at the intersection with S.H. 2. In addition, the intersection of Ash
Creek Road and Park Road is a four-way stop.
Park development along Ash Creek Road includes the Robbers Cave Stables and the Lake
Wayne Wallace area. Additional side roads along Ash Creek Road within the boundaries of
Robbers Cave State Park lead
to oil and gas leases (Figure
3.57) or other infrastructure.
Most of these roads are gated
and quite rough. Signs
designating the lease also
mark the access roads.
Equestrian trails also intersect
Ash Creek Road.

Figure 3.57 – Typical lease
roads and signs
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Robbers Cave Stables
Less than a quarter mile northwest on Ash Creek Road from the intersection with Park Road, a
visitor would come to the Robbers Cave Stables (www.RobbersCaveStables.com). The stables
are a concession operated within Robbers Cave State Park. The access road leading uphill toward
the stables is NW 158th Avenue. The Robbers Cave Stables (Figure 3.58) are located at the top of
a hill above Ash Creek Road and are not easily visible from the roadway. The signs at this
location are quite limited and the roadway is similar to that for some of the oil and gas leases.

Figure 3.58 –
Robbers Cave
Stables

Lake Wayne Wallace
Lake Wayne Wallace is situated on the southwest side of Ash Creek Road. This impoundment is
part of the Fourche Maline Creek Watershed Project as discussed earlier. From a recreational
perspective, there are three locations associated with Lake Wayne Wallace that are accessible for
most visitors. The area below the dam offers some hiking and day use opportunities. Lake
Wayne Wallace campground is located along the northeast shore of the lake, while Eagles Nest
campground is further up the lake near the northern limits of the
impoundment.
Additional recreational use around Lake Wayne Wallace includes the
equestrian and hiking trails located along the
western hillside and below the dam. Lake
Wayne Wallace is limited in boating activity,
Figure 3.59 –
although small boats can be launched from the
Monument at
boat ramp in Lake Wayne Wallace
Lake Wayne
campground.
Wallace
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Figure 3.60 – Area below Lake Wayne Wallace dam

Figure 3.60 documents the view of the area below Lake Wayne Wallace dam. The roadway from
Ash Creek Road extends downhill and passes on the downstream side of the dam. The area near
the intersection is used for overflow parking for special events such as Fall Festival, although the
area is quite soft when wet. In addition, the view below the dam is less than attractive and reveals
woody plants growing on the face of the dam.
Ash Creek Road continues to the west. The Frank Glenn Bridge crosses Fourche Maline Creek
and provides aesthetically pleasing views across the lake and up the valley to the north. Just
northwest of the Frank Glenn Bridge, a natural-surfaced road leads down to the Lake Wayne
Wallace campground.
Lake Wayne Wallace campground offers six unimproved campsites, although these sites are not
well defined. The boat ramp within the campground permits launching of small watercraft and
the lake is limited to idle speed only. The position of the entry signs restricts the view of lake
information.

Figure 3.61 –
Lake Wayne
Wallace
campground
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Table 3.10 – Campground Detail for Lake Wayne Wallace
Campground amenity
Lake Wayne Wallace
campground
Unimproved (no utilities)
6 sites
Boat ramp
1
Trail
In the lake area
Restrooms
None

Eagles Nest Campground
Continuing to the northwest, Ash Creek Road crosses a second creek as it parallels the north
shore of Lake Wayne Wallace. Roads to oil and gas leases are evident along the north side of the
road, while another road leads into Eagles Nest Campground. The road leading into Eagles Nest
Campground is properly signed and gated (Figure 3.62). The area is unimproved other than
placement of several picnic tables, fire rings, and lantern stakes. Campsites are somewhat
undefined with use intended for groups such as Boy Scouts. At the time of preparation of the
RMP, a shrine (Figure 3.62) had been constructed within the campground.

Figure 3.62 – Eagles Nest campground

Table 3.11 – Campground Detail for Eagles Nest
Campground amenity
Eagles Nest campground
Unimproved (no utilities)
9 sites for group use
Trail
In the lake area
Restrooms
None
To the northwest of Eagles Nest Campground, Ash Creek Road exits the boundaries of Robbers
Cave State Park at NW 1030th Avenue.
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Group Camp 1
Returning to the intersection of Ash Creek Road and
Park Road, Park Road (NW 1026th Avenue) continues
northward within Robbers Cave State Park. The first
turn to the north of this intersection is NW 1021st
Avenue, marked as a private drive. However, that
roadway enters Group Camp 1. The official public
entry into Group Camp 1 is a short distance further
along on Park Road.
Group Camp 1 was the site of Civilian Conservation
Corps Company No. 1825. As a result, many of the
buildings and the property retain the features of that
historic involvement. The community building in
Group Camp 1 was the company’s mess hall; a
pavilion, the flag pole, a rock council ring, and several
storage buildings also remain from this era.

Figure 3.63 – Entry to Group
Camp 1

Group Camp 1 includes 12 bunkhouses with 16 beds and a larger bunkhouse of 56 beds for a
total of 250 occupants with additional beds in other cabins for a capacity of 274. In addition, the
camp has a community building incorporating a dining hall, a fully-equipped kitchen, and
sleeping quarters for a cook. Several of these lodging facilities and support buildings are shown
in Figure 3.64. Additional amenities that enhance Group Camp 1 are shown in Figure 3.65 on the
following page. These include a tabernacle, a separate shelter, and recreational facilities. An
older playgroup within the camp is not compliant with current safety standards, but is scheduled
for replacement. A basketball court and sand volleyball court add activity space for camp
occupants.

Figure 3.64 – Lodging, cabins, kitchen, and dining areas in Group Camp 1
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Figure 3.65 – Amenities in Group
Camp 1

The council ring in Figure 3.65 is a CCC-era installation. Much newer installations in Group
Camp 1 include ten campsites with electricity as shown in Figure 3.65. During preparation of the
RMP, one building in Group Camp 1 was utilized as a park residence.
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Group Camp 2
Group Camp 2 is located approximately one-half mile further north of Group Camp 1on Park
Road. Group Camp 2 is actually older than Group Camp 1 having been constructed originally as
Tom Hale Boy Scout Camp. The community building and most of the cabins were constructed in
1931 or shortly after that time. The structures bear the names and logos of various organizations
that worked with Carlton Weaver and represented interests in youth development from the
surrounding area. This Group Camp was the site of intriguing research into group conflict as
conducted by Sherif and others (Sherif, et al. 1961).
Group Camp 2 has seven bunkhouses, two duplex cabins, a director’s cabin, and a total
occupancy of 250 persons. As with Group Camp 1, Group Camp 2 also includes a community
center incorporating a dining hall, fully-equipped kitchen, and sleeping quarters for a cook.

Group Camp 2 is accessed by road from the
intersection of Park Road and the route
leading to Robbers Cave. Entry into Group
Camp 2 is a slight uphill drive past a gated
entry (Figure 3.66) leading to a secluded
camp location.
There is a sense of seclusion and separation
from the rest of the park in this location.
The gate can be closed for additional
security.

Figure 3.66 – Entry to Group Camp 2

Once within Group Camp 2, the area is designed as a loop with many of the older structures
around and within the main loop. Newer structures are located at the south end of the camp
grounds. Figure 3.67 on the following page shows several of these structures from the various
eras. The newer restroom and cabins are located south of the community building, while the
older cabins are to the north. Additionally, there is a tabernacle and five RV campsites with
electricity.
Additional amenities associated with Group Camp 2 are shown in Figure 3.68. These amenities
include a second restroom and a lagoon for waste management. Additional play features are
distributed throughout the camp area, but these features are not in compliance with current safety
and accessibility standards but are scheduled for replacement in fall 2016.
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Figure 3.67 – Lodging, cabins,
commons building and amenities in
Group Camp 2
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Figure 3.68 –
Amenities in
Group Camp 2

The playfield shown in Figure 3.68 includes a backstop for softball. However, the field is
minimally acceptable for safe play. The basketball court and the playgroup are also minimally
acceptable for safe play.
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Redbud Campground
At the corner of Park Road and the route leading to Robbers
Cave, near the entrance to Group Camp 2, there is a small,
unimproved campground. This campground is designated as
Redbud campground and may be leased by groups.
Redbud campground offers a stream-side environment for
campers, but does not have a restroom or other amenities. The
campsites are generally defined by a picnic table, some of which
are portable, some of which are concrete. Additional features
associated with the campsites are fire rings or grills, and lantern
hangers. The area lacks defined roadways and has limited
landscaping to aid in identifying specific campsites.
Figure 3.69 – Redbud campground

Table 3.12 – Campground Detail for Redbud
Campground amenity
Redbud campground
Unimproved (no utilities)
6 for general use
Restrooms
None
Park Road continues to the north of Redbud Campground, but is restricted for public access. The
public visitors would be directed toward Robbers Cave and Group Camp 2 (Figure 3.66),
whereas oil/gas leases are accessed directly north (Figure 3.69). This road is gated, although the
gate is frequently open. A low water dam also impounds Fourche Maline Creek producing a
small pond to the north of the intersection as shown in Figure 3.70.

Figure 3.70 – Area north of Redbud campground
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Figure 3.71 – Amenities in the cave area

Robbers Cave area
The namesake feature for Robbers Cave State Park is
nestled into the northern extreme of the developed
portion of the park. Robbers Cave, with its history and
mythology, is located on an elevated portion of
Robbers Cave State Park to the north of Group Camp 2
and west of Redbud campground.
Visitors seeking to visit Robbers Cave would bear to the right at the intersection leading either to
Group Camp 2 or to the Robbers Cave area. The road increases slightly in elevation leading to a
parking lot. Figure 3.71 documents three major amenities for visitors entering this portion of
Robbers Cave State Park. The pavilion is on the south side of the parking lot, whereas the
restroom is located on the northeast corner of the parking lot. This restroom is the only public
restroom in the northern portion of the park and the pavilion is also the only public picnic shelter
north of Ash Creek Road.
The north edge of the parking lot is dominated by a large rock outcrop with an information kiosk
(Figure 3.71) providing detail on walking and hiking experiences in the surrounding area. In
addition to the detail provided on this information kiosk, a second kiosk is located at the
northwest corner of the parking lot, shown in Figure 3.72 on the following page. The detail
provided on these maps provides general information and graphic portrayal of the numerous
hiking and equestrian opportunities in Robbers Cave State Park.
Several of these hiking or equestrian opportunities extend beyond the immediate vicinity. The
equestrian trail is well marked at the northwest corner of the parking lot and permits access to the
Rough Canyon Trail leading to a much more extensive trail system. The Robbers Cave Nature
Trail is the focal hiking opportunity in this location, but it also provides access to additional
trails.
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Figure 3.72 – Trail detail in the Robbers Cave area

The Robbers Cave Nature Trail is a loop trail of about three-quarters mile. It has significant
elevation change and steep grades, especially on the two CCC trails as segments of the longer
nature trail (Figure 3.73 on the following page). Various sections of the nature trail have specific
names (Figure 3.72) and benches are provided at key locations for walkers to rest. The route is
quite well marked with orange blazes painted on trees or rock surfaces.
The namesake feature, Robbers Cave, is accessed by various routes, while the horse corral is best
accessed by a single route. Intersections with longer trails permit hikers to have a more extensive
experience by linking with these longer trail systems.
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Figure 3.73 – Robbers Cave and section of CCC Trail

North Entry
There is limited development for the average park visitor north of the Robbers Cave area. The
park roads terminate at this location. Visitors would return to State Highway 2 by retracing their
route back to Ash Creek Road or to one additional point of intersection linking Park Road and
S.H. 2. Continuing north on S.H. 2, a visitor passes through the wooded environment of Robbers
Cave State Park before exiting into the WMA. Travelers heading south on S.H. 2 enter Robbers
Cave State Park and are informed of this boundary at a stone and timber sign shown in Figure
3.74. Roadways also lead into the WMA or to leases along the highway. In addition, a pipeline
easement extends diagonally across S.H. 2 as marked by equipment (Figure 3.74) and clearing of
timber along the right-of-way. This pipeline extends westward and is again apparent along Ash
Creek Road to the northwest.

Figure 3.74 – North entry
to Robbers Cave State
Park
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Back-Country Campsites
Robbers Cave State Park and the surrounding Wildlife Management Area encompass additional
recreation resources. Trails and campsites cross the boundary between the State Park and WMA
at several locations. Within Robbers Cave State Park there are four back-country camping sites
that require specific permits for use. These back-country sites are Coon Creek Camp, The
Quarry, Rocky Top, and Lost Lake.
Coon Creek Camp is situated north of Coon Creek Lake along the east bank of Coon Creek.
Access to the campsite along a preferred route is via Coon Ridge Trail from the park office. A
hike of approximately three-quarters of a mile includes a significant elevation change to get to
the campsite. Coon Creek Camp is located near an old WPA dam that impounds Coon Creek and
forms an upstream reservoir from Coon Creek Lake.
The Quarry is a second back-country campsite to the southwest of Lake Carlton and west of
Deep Ford Campground. A trail head at the low water dam in Deep Ford Campground permits
access to Mountain Trail. A hike of slightly over one mile connects to the Old Quarry Trail and
leads uphill along an old road. The Quarry is a remnant of the hill that was cleared in the 1930s
by the CCC in removing rocks that are used in construction of numerous buildings and features
in Robbers Cave State Park. An additional feature near The Quarry is a spring that once provided
water for local residents.
A third back-country site is Rocky Top (Figure 3.75), located on the northwest side of Lake
Wayne Wallace. While there are several access routes to Rocky Top, the recommended route is
from the trailhead of Mountain Trail at Deep Ford Campground along the trails for
approximately three miles. Significant increase in elevation leads a hiker along the west side of
Lake Carlton, providing excellent views of Robbers Cave State Park. A shorter route of access to
Rocky Top is from Eagles Nest Campground, but a hiker would need to be aware of trail
interchanges to find the proper route. The distance for this route is about one-half mile. However,
the shortest route of access to Rocky Top is located about a quarter of a mile north past the
Eagles Nest Campground entrance. There is a semi-accessible turn off to the west on Ash Creek
Road. Rocky Top is approximately a 60 yard hike to the west of the turn off according to Mike
Prince.
The fourth back-country campsite is Lost Lake, near the northern boundary of Robbers Cave
State Park. Lost Lake is about one and three-quarters mile from the Robbers Cave parking lot via
the Rough Canyon Trail. This route is an easy loop trail with minimal elevation change. Lost
Lake was the former water supply for Camp Tom Hale Boy Scout Camp (now Group Camp 2).
The concrete dam impounding Lost Lake was constructed by the CCC.

Figure 3.75 – Rocky Top primitive
campsite
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Hiking/Walking/Riding Trails
Numerous, varied and long-distance trails are among the distinguishing recreational features in
Robbers Cave State Park. There are five major trails within Robbers Cave State Park. These
trails within Robbers Cave State Park are marked with a consistent pattern: (1) Coon Ridge Trail
marked with red paint blazes, (2) Canyon Trail marked with single blue dots, (3) Multi-use Trail
marked with multi-colored blazes, (4) Cattail Pond Loop Trail marked with blue double dots, and
(5) Mountain Trail marked with blue paint blazes. Several of these trails provide linkage and
access to an extensive network of additional trails in the surrounding wildlife management area.
The general routes of these trails are shown in Figure 3.77 on the following page.
Mountain Trail (marked with blue blazes) originates at a low water dam on the west side of
Fourche Maline Creek directly west of Deep Ford campground. The trail is intended for foot
traffic along the route heading north from the trailhead at the low water dam and winding uphill
and northward past Lake Carlton. Mountain Trail circles Lake Carlton along the south shore,
along the west shore, and continues north. In the higher elevations on the west side of Lake
Carlton, Mountain Trail offers hikers an excellent view across Lake Carlton toward the main
development within Robbers Cave State Park. Midway between Lake Carlton and Lake Wayne
Wallace, Mountain Trail intersects with the spur equestrian trail leading from the Equestrian
Campground. Mountain Trail then continues north around the west side of Lake Wayne Wallace
to an alternate trailhead at Ash Creek Road. Mountain Trail continues across Ash Creek Road
before intersecting with Cattail Pond Loop Trail. The total distance for Mountain Trail is 4.75
miles. Rocky Top primitive campsite is located along Mountain Trail west of Lake Wayne
Wallace.
Cattail Pond Loop Trail (marked with double blue dots) originates at its intersection with
Mountain Trail. Cattail Pond Loop Trail is used by hikers and equestrians. The trail loops
through the forest, leading past Cattail Pond in the far northern extent of Robbers Cave State
Park and then follows Ash Creek back to complete a loop. The trail also intersects with Rough
Canyon Trail. Cattail Pond Loop is 2.1 miles in length.

Figure 3.76 – Trail
information and markers
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Figure 3.77 – Trails of
Robbers Cave State Park
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Rough Canyon Trail originates at the parking lot for Robbers Cave. From that location, the trail
heads west to intersect with Cattail Loop Trail and follows a joint path with Cattail Loop back to
the east before separating from the loop trail and continuing along Ash Creek to extend to Lost
Lake. Rough Canyon Trail then continues with two branches: one leads to the parking lot at
Robbers Cave while the other leads to Park Road. Rough Canyon Trail is 2.95 miles in length.
Lost Lake primitive campsite is located along Rough Canyon Trail.
Coon Ridge Trail, marked with a red blaze, is a 1.5 mile loop trail intended for day hikes,
permitting views of Coon Creek Lake and the surrounding forest. A spur trail from the cabin
office and a second spur from Belle Starr View Lodge provide access to the Coon Ridge Trail.
Multi-use Trail is intended for mountain bikers and hikers along a trail marked with a blaze of
yellow on red on blue. At 6.3 miles in length, Multi-use Trail provides a route that permits a
complete loop of Robbers Cave State Park. The trail can be accessed at Robbers Cave and joins
Rough Canyon Trail before looping northeast and then swinging to the south. Multi-use Trail
intersects S.H. 2 and uses the culvert as the route to pass under the roadway. The trail then
continues south and the east side of S.H. 2, crosses Coon Creek, passes Coon Creek Lake on the
east side and extends southwest to return to pass under S.H. 2.
Belle Starr Loop Trail is not included on maps provided in Robbers Cave State Park, although
information is available at the cabin office. Belle Starr Loop Trail circles Coon Creek Lake
following a descent from a location between Belle Starr View Lodge and cabin 124. After a hike
of about 1.6 miles, a hiker would then ascend back to the starting point.
Probably the most recognized trail within Robbers Cave State Park is the three-quarter mile long
trail leading into the cave area. Various routes allow hikers to take the CCC paths shown in
Figure 3.71 or less strenuous routes marked with orange dots. The more strenuous routes are
marked with red dots.
Additional short trails link various developed areas within Robbers Cave State Park. A trail of
about one-third mile links Old Circle Campground, Whispering Pines Campground, and the main
entry to the Lake Carlton area (Figure 3.78). A second developed trail is the Outdoor Classroom
Trail associated with the Outdoor Classroom and located in the wetlands at the north end of Lake
Carlton.

Figure 3.78 – Trails of Robbers Cave State Park
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Several other informal trails are evident along Fourche Maline Creek. Most of these have
developed from foot traffic of anglers seeking good locations from which to fish. Similarly, foot
trails parallel the banks of Lake Wayne Wallace.
Robbers Cave Stables utilize multiple trails north of Ash Creek Road for their rides. Some of
these trails connect to additional equestrian trails beyond Robbers Cave State Park. In addition,
there are six developed equestrian trails within Robbers Cave State Park. These equestrian trails
are numbered 1 through six and vary in length. Trail #1 is 21 miles long; Trail #2 is 7.5 miles in
length; Trail #3 is 3.0 miles; Trail #4 is 4.75 miles long; Trail #5 is 6.5 miles; and Trail #6 is 4.5
miles long. Among these trails, Trail #1 remains open from October 1 through October 15, while
all the trails are closed October 16 through December 31 and during spring turkey hunting
season.
The Oklahoma Equestrian Trail Riders Association has been an integral partner in developing
trails beyond Robbers Cave State Park. Their extensive network of trails exceeds 50 miles in
length (Figure 3.80 on the following page). These trails, including those within the boundaries of
Robbers Cave State Park, include named sections and features. Marking of these routes is
typically handled by OETRA and varies greatly as shown in Figure 3.79.
The mixture of paint blazes with various other signage can be confusing to hikers and riders.
However, discussions with equestrians revealed an affinity for the individualized signs, each of
which has meaning to the individuals or groups involved.

Figure 3.79 – Variety of
equestrian trail markers
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Figure 3.80 – Equestrian Trails of Robbers Cave State Park
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Cemeteries and Sensitive Resources
Within the boundaries of Robbers Cave State Park there is a cemetery dating from the late 19th
century into the early 20th century (Figure 3.81). This cemetery is located west of Ash Creek
Road near Lake Wayne Wallace and is not marked in a way that would attract public interest.
The clearest identification of the location of the cemetery is by blue paint on fence posts along
Ash Creek Road. The cemetery is adjacent to old Ash Creek Road and is subject to occasional
flooding.
This particular cemetery includes several headstones. One or more of these headstones identifies
the burial location for children. The actual burial ground is fenced and minimally maintained.
There may be additional cemeteries in the Wildlife Management Area that would be accessible
to trail hikers or riders. In addition, it is possible that there are other, as yet unidentified, sensitive
and historic resources located throughout the hills and valleys of Robbers Cave State Park.

Figure 3.81 – Cemetery within Robbers Cave State Park
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Public Access and Entry Aesthetics
Access to Robbers Cave State Park was discussed earlier. Almost all visitors coming by vehicle
will travel along Oklahoma Highway 2 from Wilburton on the south of along S.H. 2 from the
north. A few local visitors may know of alternate routes leading to Ash Creek Road to permit
entry into Robbers Cave State Park from the northwest. Since S.H. 2 and Ash Creek Road pass
through Robbers Cave State Park, all travelers along those routes are park visitors for the time in
which they are within the park boundaries.
Both routes lead through rural, forested environments offering natural beauty with the vegetation
and changing topography. It is common to see wildlife along these routes, a feature that typically
enhances the drive experience for most visitors.

Park Visitation
Attendance records have been kept since the opening days of the park. In his 1938 report of the
original Oklahoma State Parks, Reeves (1938) indicated 20,216 visitors had been at Robbers
Cave State Park making it the second highest visited park in the system at that time. It should be
noted that counting park visitors is an inaccurate process. Technically, every person entering the
park is a park visitor – but not all of those visitors are recreational visitors. At Robbers State Park
a certain percentage of the visitors recorded in the park would include park staff, vendors, and
members of the general public entering the park to utilize the restroom or for other purposes. The
physical location of Robbers Cave State Park along S.H. 2 and Ash Creek Road requires that
persons driving on the roadway pass through the park. These motorists would be park visitors
and benefit from the park environment.
Other aspects of park visitation can be calculated more accurately. This would include those
situations in which there is an exchange of a fee for a specific service. As a result, the following
discussion reports total visitation to Robbers Cave State Park and specific usage of particular
areas within the park.
For clarity in understanding of visitation patterns, total park visitation is presented in the
following discussion. This would include campers and day visitors, as well as group camp
guests, cabin guests, and lodge guests.

Recreational Use of Park Facilities
Visitation for Robbers Cave State Park has decreased during the past five years from a reported
1.4 million visitors in 2009 to a low of 812,181 in 2011. A number of factors may have
influenced this attendance including the poor economy during this period and high gasoline
prices. Since 2011, visitation at Robbers Cave State Park has increased slightly. The number
includes day visitors and overnight visitors. The day visitors include pass-through sightseers,
anglers, boaters, picnickers, trail hikers, and many other recreational visitors. Overnight visitors
include campers who spend one or more nights within Robbers Cave State Park. Of particular
note, the number of cabin guests declined from 2009 to 2010, but has been increasing each year
since 2010.
Determining the number of campsites rented is more accurate than is the calculation of total
visitors to the park. Total visitors are calculated based on traffic counters and a proxy variable
for number of occupants in vehicles passing entry points into the park. Total number of visitors
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should not be interpreted as “individuals” in that numerous individuals are repeat visitors to the
park on a daily, weekly, monthly, or annual basis. In addition, guests may enter the park, leave
the park, and return to the park multiple times on a single visit. In such cases, traffic counters
would record each entry. At Robbers Cave State Park, the number of day visitors has not been
calculated using the traffic counter in recent years. As a result, the total visitation is an estimate.
Table 3.13 – Camping and Total Visitation
Fiscal year

Campsites rented improved

Campsites rented unimproved

Total Visitation

2009

6,863

3,099

1,424,887

2010

5,389

2,918

948,336

2011

5,673

3,070

812,181

2012

5,920

3,277

878,560

2013

6,207

2,989

849,959

Based on the figures in Table 3.13, it is apparent that visitation during the recent five-year period
peaked in 2009 for both day visitors and overnight guests. In all likelihood, the decline in
visitation is a reflection of economic conditions during the past few years and the price of
gasoline. Another factor that may have influenced park visitation was the extreme heat and
drought experienced across Oklahoma in 2011 and 2012. This pattern has also been seen in
several other parks across Oklahoma.
It is difficult to identify exactly how many campers are individually associated with a
registration. In the campgrounds, records are maintained of the number of campsites rented. As
demonstrated in the photographs presented it is fairly common for one campsite rental to include
a recreational vehicle and one or more tents. In addition, it is common for multiple motorized
vehicles to be associated with a single campsite rental. Logically, group size associated with a
single campsite rental can vary greatly.
Table 3.14 on the following page presents the campsite rentals for the past five years. These sites
are defined as improved or unimproved, for which the category of improved sites includes
modern and semi-modern site design. The number of campsites available varies slightly as new
sites are developed, old sites are taken “off-line,” and new campground design changes the
configuration of a campground. The number of campsites available is an estimate, calculated
based on number of sites of a given category multiplied by 365 and reduced by 5% for days on
which individual sites may have been unavailable due to maintenance or construction.
Table 3.4 does not include a defined number of sites for Bobcat Crossing or Horseshoe Bend
campgrounds. As a result, some camping occurs in those two locations, but the areas are not well
defined by traditionally designated sites. Robbers Cave State Park includes 89 improved
campsites and 64 unimproved campsites for these calculations.
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Table 3.14 – Camping at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Type of
campsite

Campsites
rented

Campsites
available*

Occupancy rate
on campsites

Unimproved
campsites

3,099

22,192

14%

Improved
campsites

6,863

30,860

22%

Unimproved
campsites

2,918

22,192

13%

Improved
campsites

5,389

30,860

17%

Unimproved
campsites

3,070

22,192

14%

Improved
campsites

5,673

30,860

18%

Unimproved
campsites

3,277

22,192

15%

Improved
campsites

5,920

30,860

19%

Unimproved
campsites

2,989

22,192

14%

Improved
campsites

6,207

30,860

20%

*Based on number of total sites, either improved or unimproved, less 5% for maintenance
The occupancy rate on unimproved campsites is hindered by extremes of weather since these
sites do not have electricity. The heat of the summers in 2011 and 2012 certainly had an adverse
impact on occupancy in unimproved sites.
The occupancy rate for all campsites at Robbers Cave State Park has been quite consistent and
stable over the past five years. There is a combination of factors that may explain this trend.
Robbers Cave State Park offers a variety of camping experiences allowing guests to benefit from
that diversity. Robbers Cave State Park is more shaded than other state parks, offering some
climatic relief. Robbers Cave State Park offers a range of activities that attract visitors for more
than a camping experience.
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As presented earlier, Robbers Cave State Park includes 26 cabins, of which seven are designed
as two-bedroom units. These cabins include individual and duplex units, most of which also
include fold-out sleeping arrangements in addition to traditional beds. Table 3.15 reports the total
number of cabin guests and percentage of occupancy as determined by park management. With
the exception of 2010, cabin guests have increased each year with a parallel increase in
occupancy percentage.
Table 3.15 – Cabin occupancy at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year

Total Cabin guests

Percent occupancy

2009

19,280

45%

2010

18,518

43%

2011

19,415

46%

2012

23,306

53%

2013

23,849

54%

Other overnight guests at Robbers Cave State Park include those who utilize Group Camp 1 and
Group Camp 2. The numbers of these guests are reported in Table 3.16. Group Camp 1 has a
capacity of 274 campers, while Group Camp 2 has a capacity of 250 individuals. Using a similar
calculation to that used for the campgrounds, the group camps have an annual capacity of
191,000 persons if fully occupied. By occupancy, the group camps are at less than 1% of
capacity. An alternative is to use the occupancy based on number of rental nights. That
information was not provided.
Table 3.16 - Group camp occupancy at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year

Total Group Camp guests

2009

5,826

2010

6,535

2011

5,417

2012

5,858

2013

5,931

The third overnight lodging option at Robbers Cave State Park is provided by the twenty rooms
in the Belle Starr View Lodge. Belle Starr View has a maximum number of rental nights of
6,935 room nights. Most of the rooms are designed to handle a maximum of four guests. The
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Butterfield Room in Belle Starr View Lodge can be rented separately from room rentals. There
are approximately 30 such rentals of the Butterfield Room each year yielding about $6,000 in
revenue. This would also be about 8% occupancy of possible rental and occupancy of the
Butterfield Room

Fiscal year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

Table 3.17 – Occupancy at Belle Starr View Lodge
Total lodge
In-state lodge
Out-of-state
guests
guests
lodge guests
4,844
NA
NA
4,300
NA
NA
4,343
NA
NA
5,024
NA
NA
5,724
NA
NA

Percent
occupancy
35%
30%
30%
36%
39%

Public Perception of Robbers Cave State Park
At the time of preparation of this resource management plan, the authors reviewed numerous
websites and marketing sources related to Robbers Cave State Park, which were provided by
private sources. Further, private citizens and visitors to Robbers Cave State Park maintain
personal “blogs” and social networking sites that address their experiences and visits to the park.
These blogs often were associated with activities such as hiking the various trails, camping,
fishing, or boating, but addressed Robbers Cave State Park in some manner.
The following comments are examples of public perception of Robbers Cave State Park. These
comments are taken directly from online sites and include verbatim comments which may also
include errors.
•

•

•

We started our September trip at Beavers Bend and then to Robbers Cave. I liked
Robbers Cave better. Things seem to be cleaner and maintained better. The cave itself
was small but the guided tour is well worth the $3.00 cost. We stayed in the Old Circle
camp ground and it was very nice. No tv or cell service. Definitely on our list to revisit.
They do take reservations. We are RVers so we didn’t see the insides of the cabins but all
of them we saw had central air.
We spent the weekend here and had a fantastic time. The cabins are very nice and the
folks in the cabin office are friendly and helpful. The park offers a variety of fun, family
activities - hiking to the cave with a Park Naturalist (Ted, who was terrific), cane pole
fishing (“Hillbilly” fishing), hayride, etc. We had a blast. The (free) morning hike was
filled with local history. We hiked to the cave, the stone corral, (what was) the Devil’s
Slide, and through the fault line. Cane pole fishing was fun (free). We made our own
poles and most everyone caught some perch or had lots of nibbles. We also went on the
park’s horseback ride (extra fee). The trail was beautiful and the wrangler couple was
nice and told us lots more about the local area. Their horses were all exceptionally gentle
and well-mannered. Additionally, the paddle boats and kayaks were a bargain and a great
activity before hitting the road for home.
We came to Robbers Cave from Oklahoma City ... we figured it to be 128 miles, maybe
2.5 to 3 hours. We must have gone the long way because it took us nearly 3.5 hours, and
103

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

the scenery was basically the same through Shawnee (we did like the horse statues),
Seminole and McAlester. Once we arrived we headed directly to the cave and went with
the ranger on the 30 minute tour. The path wasn't particularly rugged (there were
physically challenged people doing it with the aid of walking sticks) and the cave ... so
sad, had been filled in due to potential dangers. They had even destroyed a chamber that
had natural benches ... in effect, all that was left was the “entrance to the cave”. That was
it ... and, disappointingly, there is no documentary evidence that the robbers even lived
here. On the plus side there is an awesome overlook above the cave, great canoeing on
the lake, plenty of benches around the lake, and a ramp and roped off area where the kids
can swim. If you’re in the area, it would be fine for a day’s outing and would be
especially grand for a boy scout troop or those who want to learn to rappel.. but to come
the distance we did (and then drive to Dallas)....uh uh.
We made a quick stop here on our way to Arkansas. It was a nice surprise and wished we
could have stayed for the day. The lake is beautiful and the trails we did go on were good.
A little history combined with nature and relaxation.
My boyfriend and I stayed here back in February and rented a cabin for two nights. The
cabin was so cozy and cute! Also very clean and roomy. We got there that day with a
little bit of time to spare so we walked the short trail near the cabins, called Coon Ridge
Trail. Really enjoyable short walking trail. The first night we sat out by the campfire and
made s’mores. Was very relaxing because I think only a few of the cabins were rented
out at this time of the year, was only us outside enjoying the night. The next day we did
both the rough canyon trail and the cattail pond lake trail. We enjoyed both of the trails
and the views. Was pleasantly surprised with how wonderful the cabins were as well as
the trails in the park!
I have lived in the area all my life but had not visited Robbers Cave until last week. I
should have went [sic] sooner. We spent the afternoon fishing, but you could easily spend
a short week there. They have canoe rentals, cabin rentals, boat ramps, horseback riding,
hiking trails, swimming pool, nature center, and of course the cave and rock climbing. It
was a busy place but not crowded on this 100 degree day, lots of people enjoying
themselves. I’d say give it a try.
We visited in March of this year and had a great time. The two bedroom cabin was
wonderful. There was a fireplace inside that just really set the mood of the trip and a must
for the kids.
There are guided nature walks in several different areas and well worth the $2 charge. We
loved the cave tour. Much more informative than we would have had on our own and the
guide was great. He took it slow for us as we had small kids with us.
There are miles of trails to explore as well. Such a nice area and away from everything.
Definitely worth the trip.
Park is big and is well kept. They have cabins, a small lodge, swimming pool, a lake for
swimming, hiking trails, horseback riding in the area, and several camp sites including an
RV area, two group camp sites, an equestrian camp and several tent sites. Some of the
trails seemed a little overgrown, but July in Oklahoma is not usually hiking weather. The
park had many activities planned including an interpretive hike to some very interesting
large rocks/caves where the James and Younger brothers were believed to have been!
The staff over booked the cabins, so we were given a room in the lodge and they gave it
to us for half price! All of the staff were very friendly and helpful. Only drawback that I
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•
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could see was lack of a restaurant in the area, although they do have a few items in the
camp store where you check in. Better eat before you go or pack your dinner!
Loved Robbers Cave State Park in Wilburton, OK. The campgrounds for both RV and
Tent sights [sic] were clean, kept up, and maintained wonderfully. The staff in the office
and in the camping areas were friendly and helpful. And the park was beautiful. There
was plenty to keep the family busy and happy with lake & river swimming, pool, fishing,
horseback riding, cave climbing and exploring, hiking and so much more. There’s a store
at the park and Wilburton was just a short drive away with everything you need including
an Ace Hardware, grocery stores and even small Indian casinos, just in case you feel the
need. We are definitely coming back very soon. Recommend this park to anyone!
We spent two nights here (March 21-22, 2013) and it was lots of fun. Lots of hiking trails
and rocks to climb on, which made my 12 year old happy. My only complaint is that the
bathrooms are gross! They do have a new bathroom by the camp store, which was nicer,
but farther from the RV camp site we were in and if you want to take a shower in the new
nice bathroom it is .50 for every 3 minutes! But overall we were very happy and hope to
go back in the summer when it’s warmer.
We stayed here March 15-17. It’s beautiful here and very family oriented. Everything
was open such as paddle boats, mini golf, horse riding, snow cone stand, etc. They had
scheduled hay rides and guided hiking tours, if you choose. Each activity costs about $4
per person. We just came from Lake Murray state park and they had nothing open and no
activities. We stayed in Belle Starr lodge. There’s NO RESTAURANT in this lodge. It’s
just hotel rooms. Rooms and bedding are very nice and updated. We drove to Wilburton
about 10 minutes away and ate at a great Mexican food place downtown and Subway.
The lodge has about 6 shared grills & picnic tables right outside your room. Wonderful
views here! All hiking trails are well marked and they have a huge equestrian area that
was full with people camping & trail riding. This is an outstanding state park and we will
return again.
My wife and I drove to the San Bois Mountains to visit Robbers Cave State Park. The
park has three lakes, multiple camp grounds (including one with a corral for those
camping with horses), several hiking trails, the Belle Starr lodge, nature center, a general
store, etc. My wife and I will probably return in the Fall to camp or stay at the lodge. We
hiked on the Coon Creek trail and on the Robbers Cave trail.
Great park. Many beautiful things to see. The lodge/cabins/RV camping are on one side
of the park. The lake/nature center/Museum/Cave and many more things are on the other
side of the park. We stayed in a “Modern” campsite (Full Hook up) $23, $21 with senior
discount. Mostly back In’s with a few pull throughs. Did find out that if you call a week
or more in advance you can Reserve some of the sites. We were in #26. Great! Shade
trees, pull through, table, BBQ grill, fire ring and level. We WILL go back. Campground
staff is wonderful. We camped here in a Travel Trailer.
Coon Ridge Trail - A short loop trail through the woods with views over a small valley. It
has a great backpackers’ camp that is not really advertised. Had I known, it would have
been a great camp for the first day there before I did the longer trails the next day.
Awesome camping and hiking! Robbers Cave Trail was great! Fun geocaching as well!
Cabin 110 is perfect!
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User Evaluations of Robbers Cave State Park
The most formal and scientific evaluations for Robbers Cave State Park were generated during
the 2003 park visitor survey (Caneday & Jordan, 2003). These evaluations were the result of onsite interviews with park visitors contacted at various locations throughout the park. The analysis
of the data from these interviews was reported by category of type of visitor: day visitor or
camper. Although dated, this visitor survey is the most recent thorough analysis of attitudes and
opinions represented by visitors to Oklahoma state parks. Since contacts were made at public
locations throughout the park, the determining factor for classification of the visitors was their
respective place of lodging during the visit on which they were contacted.
Day visitors to Robbers Cave State Park were familiar with the park, averaging ten visits per
year with a mode of five visits annually. Almost 80% of all day visitors interviewed were repeat
visitors to the park. The most frequent recreational activities reported by these day visitors were
hiking, walking, and swimming. Day visitors tended to be satisfied with their experiences at the
park, showing the least satisfaction with the restrooms in the park. The park was the primary
destination for all of the day visitors, who were motivated to visit the park to be with friends or
family and because Robbers Cave State Park was close to their respective homes.
Day visitors tended to be in groups, ranging up to four individuals, but the most common
grouping of day visitors was three members. The day visitors contacted during the survey tended
to be white or Native American, non-Hispanic with some college education or above. However,
25% of day visitors indicated they were Native American. They ranged in age from 19 to 71
years of age, with a median of 38 years of age; they included similar numbers of males and
females. Since these individuals were day visitors, they had traveled a limited distance to get to
Robbers Cave State Park, reporting a median of 45 miles in travel. It is likely that a substantial
number of these day visitors were from the larger surrounding communities including Wilburton
and McAlester.
Campers at Robbers Cave State Park were also quite familiar with the park in that they were
repeat visitors. Approximately 66% of responding campers were repeat visitors; they had visited
the park an average of four times in a year, although that mean was skewed by several campers
who stayed at the park more than 50 nights in the year. These campers participated in a wide
range of recreation activities, but most frequently they walked or hiked, picnicked, or rode their
horses in the park. Campers expressed great satisfaction with the facilities provided in the park.
Robbers Cave State Park was the primary destination for all of the campers contacted in the
survey. They chose to visit the park to hike, walk, and to be with friends or family, with the
single highest factor in motivation being “rest and relaxation.” The vast majority of the campers
were white and non-Hispanic, although about 6% of respondents were Native American. In
addition, the campers were well educated in that they presented some college education or above
as the highest level.
Campers reported having traveled an average of 125 miles on their visit to Robbers Cave State
Park. This would indicate that the majority of campers at the park traveled from Tulsa or
Oklahoma City rather than more local settings.
In the same manner, 75% of the cabin guests at Robbers Cave State Park indicated they had also
visited the park on previous occasions. These cabin guests ranged from 33 years of age to 64
years of age, but averaged 53 years of age. They hiked, walked the trails, or drove to see the
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sights in the park. Cabin guests tended to be white, well-educated with some college or higher,
and traveled 100 miles on average to visit Robbers Cave State Park.
A smaller number of lodge guests responded to the survey. Sixty percent of these lodge guests
were repeat visitors, averaging two visits to Robbers Cave State Park annually. They hiked,
walked, or went swimming while in the park. The mean age of respondents who stayed in the
lodge was 48 years of age. Most of these guests were white, well-educated, and had traveled 100
miles on average.

Park Management
Over the years of operation, the management structure for Robbers Cave State Park has changed
at the direction of leadership within OTRD from Oklahoma City. However, Robbers Cave State
Park has been quite stable in organization and operation throughout the years.
Robbers Cave State Park is currently included in the Southeast Region of Oklahoma State Parks.
This intermediate management structure allows park management to work with regional
oversight as an intermediary or in direct contact with the Oklahoma City office. As with all state
parks in Oklahoma, personnel, purchasing, contracting, and all other aspects of operation are
governed by Oklahoma state statutes, policies, and procedures.

Staffing
Staffing for Robbers Cave State Park has been very stable in numbers over the past five years,
although the individuals in specific positions have changed. The major personnel change
occurred as the former park manager was promoted to become Southeast Regional Manager.
Table 3.18 documents the staffing pattern for Robbers Cave State Park in recent years. The
numbers reported for Robbers Cave State Park also include personnel who work at Belle Starr
View Lodge, whereas some state parks in Oklahoma report these numbers separately.

Fiscal year

Table 3.18 – Staffing at Robbers Cave State Park
Permanent salaried
Seasonal staff Park
Total park staff
staff

2009

19

12

31

2010

19

12

31

2011

19

12

31

2012

19

12

31

2013

19

12

31

Most state parks in Oklahoma experienced some reduction in staffing during recent years in
response to budgetary appropriations. Robbers Cave State Park has sustained a dedicated, loyal
staff over the years.
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Revenue and Expenses
Data related to revenue and expense at Robbers Cave State Park was provided by local staff and
augmented with material from the central OTRD office. Table 3.9 reports this revenue and
expense data for the past four years.
Table 3.19 – Expense and Revenue at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year
Expense
Revenue
Difference
Revenue - expense
2009 Total
$1,221,035
NA
NA
2010 Total
$1,189,464
$928,502
($260,962)
2011 Total
$1,239,525
$882,308
($357,217)
2012 Total
$1,275,182
$971,198
($303,984)
2013 Total
$1,325,778
$1,003,144
($322,634)
The principal revenue sources for Robbers Cave State Park are cabin rentals, lodge room rentals,
campsite rentals, group camp rentals, swimming pool fees, and concessions. Most other services
within the park are supported through state appropriations and allocation of state budgeted funds.
As a result, the difference between revenue and expense for operation of Robbers Cave State
Park has been in the range of $300,000 annually. Such expense is reflected in operation of the
swimming pool, the lodge, the cabins, general maintenance and operations of buildings, mowing
and other grounds maintenance, and related park operations.

Hazards Analysis – Natural and Operational
Any recreational activity includes the exposure to hazards, and the probability of specific risks
may increase in many outdoor settings. In most current discussions related to hazard and risk,
hazards are defined as conditions or events. Risk is the likelihood of injury resulting from a
given hazard and is typically defined as a probability of adverse effects from those conditions or
events. Everything people do exposes them to hazards. It is how people conduct themselves that
determines the risk. An agency or site risk management plan addresses potential loss from
anticipated hazards.

Natural Hazards
As with all natural areas, Robbers Cave State Park includes a number of hazards. Some of those
hazards are natural and related to such things as topography, flora, and fauna. Some of the
hazards are structural or related to design; other hazards are operational in nature.
Natural hazards in Robbers Cave State Park include the steep terrain, flora and fauna, as well as
a number of other natural conditions or events. In addition, the development of facilities
encourages visitors to interact with the natural environment, encouraging people to participate in
recreation in an outdoor setting. For example, trails invite visitors to engage the varied terrain
and, while signage exists, distressed and lost hikers are not uncommon. Quite commonly, the
visitor is not informed of the various hazards and is not prepared for the risks involved in their
interactions.
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Due to the topography of Robbers Cave State Park, it is possible
for an individual to become “lost” on property, but that is an
unlikely occurrence. Boating, swimming, climbing, and other
aquatic activity present greater risks for most visitors. Rock
climbing is an increasingly popular activity and is occurring at
various locations within Robbers Cave State Park (Figure 3.82).
Among the natural hazards present in the park are those
associated with weather events. The National Climatic Data
Center reports a variety of such hazards by county over several
years. These hazards include hail, floods, thunderstorms with
accompanying wind and lightning, tornadoes, heavy snow, ice,
excessive heat, and drought. Staff members are prepared to
notify park visitors in the event of severe weather, but
appropriate shelter is limited. At the present time, neither
signage nor printed visitor materials provide severe weather
information to park visitors.
Personnel at Robbers Cave State Park are first responders in
“search and rescue” operations within the park. Such operations
have included the need to aid people and horses.

Figure 3.82 – Climbing
in Robbers Cave State
Park

Other natural hazards are related to life forms in the natural
environment. Any time people are hiking and recreating in an
outdoor environment, a chance exists that they will inadvertently encounter such wildlife; this is
the case in Robbers Cave State Park. Since Robbers Cave State Park is in “bear country,”
information provided through the park includes material related to properly managing food and
behaviors in habitat that may include bears. The park and forest encompass an environment
suitable for venomous snakes including the copperhead, rattlesnake, and water moccasin. Park
staff reported occasional sightings of venomous snakes, but there are no recent records of any
adverse encounters between people and snakes within the park.
A number of mammals common to the park are subject to rabies. They include raccoons,
opossums, skunks, badgers, and bats. Additional animals include armadillos and the possibility
of bears, bobcats, and mountain lions – although these are less likely.
The forest and grassland environment in and around Robbers Cave State Park is home to
mosquitoes, ticks, and spiders—all of which may be hazards or present hazards to recreational
visitors. The Brown Recluse spider and the Black Widow are native to Latimer County. Both
spiders have produced adverse effects for humans in recreational settings (and other
environments). Both types of spiders are possible in cabins, in the group camp, and in other
structures in other locations in the park. In addition, ticks are known carriers of a number of
serious diseases in humans.
The 2002 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (Caneday, 2002) stated:
An “environmental problem” of increasing occurrence in Oklahoma in recent
years is related to ticks and tick-transmitted diseases. Although there are a number
of tick-transmitted diseases, the most frequent occurrence is shown by Rocky
Mountain spotted fever, Lyme disease, and Tularemia. A number of factors are
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related to this increased occurrence of disease including demographics, living
preferences, and recreational behavior. Oklahoma has experienced significant
increases in tick-transmitted diseases over the past decade. While most of these
diseases can be treated, the diseases can also be life threatening. Participants in
outdoor recreation are among those who encounter the ticks and who contract the
tick-transmitted diseases. A concerted, unified effort is necessary to educate the
recreational visitor regarding the results of recreational behaviors.
At the time of the writing of the 2002 SCORP, the author contacted the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) in Atlanta regarding rumors (at that time) of a mosquito borne virus – West Nile
virus. The CDC assured Caneday that Oklahoma would not experience West Nile virus within
the five-year period covered by the 2002 SCORP (2002-2007). However, by summer 2003,
Oklahoma was experiencing cases of West Nile virus among horses and humans. Often these
resulted from outdoor recreation activity, and that pattern is continuing. While current Coggins
papers are required on horses at the Equestrian Campground, the possibility of environmental
hosts for West Nile virus within the park is a reality.
Some plants are also hazardous to some individuals and the risk varies by degree of exposure and
response to that exposure. Poison ivy is among those potentially hazardous plants at Robbers
Cave State Park.
Another potential natural hazard in a recreation environment is waterborne disease. As stated in
the 2002 Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) for Oklahoma (Caneday, 2002):
Since 1971, Federal agencies (CDC and EPA) have maintained a collaborative
surveillance system for collecting and reporting data related to occurrences and
causes of waterborne-disease outbreaks (WBDOs). As an environmental hazard,
waterborne diseases have always been present in the United States; however,
outbreaks linked to drinking water have steadily declined since 1989. By contrast,
the number of outbreaks linked to recreation activity has increased (Center for
Disease Control). It is not clear whether this is due to increased outdoor recreation
activity, larger numbers of people involved in outdoor recreation, or greater
hazard present in the water environment. CDC reports for 1995 – 1996 have
shown that the exposure to the disease occurred in lakes in 59% of waterbornedisease outbreaks of gastroenteritis associated with recreational water. Equal
percentages (27%) of Cryptosporidium parvum and Escherichia coli as the
etiologic agent were reported during that period.
Robbers Cave State Park receives its potable water from approved public water supplies through
a rural water district. Water is stored appropriately within Robbers Cave State Park. As with all
water supplies, there is the potential to be a host for waterborne disease through the drinking
water provided on-site. Such a risk is no greater for a park visitor than would be true in a private
residence. By contrast, surface waters in lakes, in streams, and in ponds have a greater chance of
being a source of a waterborne-disease. There is some concern for the quality of water in Lake
Carlton due to upstream activity including the location of the Equestrian Campground.

Operational Hazards
Operational hazards include those vulnerabilities to park staff, the park system, or the state of
Oklahoma that exist as a result of management or operation of the resource and application of
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policy. Management and operational decisions are made on a daily basis and are affected by
budgets, prioritization within the state park system, staffing patterns, local and state politics, and
other external influences.
At present, emergency fire service and other emergency services are provided by the Ash Creek
Rural Fire Department and other local volunteer fire departments, including that from Wilburton.
Emergency response time is estimated to be twenty minutes.
As part of the data collection for the development of this RMP, the researchers conducted several
on-site visits to Robbers Cave State Park. Common issues that could be dangerous for visitors
include play structures which utilize a variety of surfacing materials. A thorough examination of
the play structures and the applicable surface materials for compliance with Consumer Product
Safety Commission guidelines for public playgrounds is warranted at this time. Sections of many
of the trails throughout Robbers Cave State Park show erosion and tripping hazards since these
trails are in rough, natural terrain.
Further, weather-related events (e.g., ice storms, strong winds) in Oklahoma often result in tree
and limb damage throughout the park. The locations in which downed trees and limbs have
immediate impact on visitors include the camping areas, trails, and day use areas. Currently,
Robbers Cave State Park does not have a formal limb management or tree replacement program;
this is common throughout the state park system. Park staff members attend to downed trees and
limbs as they discover them and/or are notified of the hazard.

Law Enforcement
The CLEET certified rangers and reserve-CLEET certified rangers are responsible for primary
activity related to law enforcement within the boundaries of the park. At present under the
staffing and management provided through Robbers Cave State Park, there are two CLEET
certified rangers available for Robbers Cave State Park, although there was only one in each of
the prior four years as shown in Table 3.20. With the promotion of the former manager to regional
manager, one position is presently vacant. It is common for law enforcement units to have mutual
aid agreements with other law enforcement agencies. As a result, enforcement of applicable laws
at Robbers Cave State Park relies on the support and cooperation of the Latimer County sheriff
in the appropriate jurisdiction and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol along S.H. 2.
Table 3.20 – Ranger Staff at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year

CLEET Certified

Reserve CLEET

Total ranger staff

2009

1

0

1

2010

1

0

1

2011

1

0

1

2012

1

0

1

2013

2

0

2
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Citation records were available specifically for Robbers Cave State Park, although only for a
portion of the past five years, and are shown in Table 3.21. The incidents and citations range
from drug and alcohol related situations, to vehicular accidents and traffic incidents, to domestic
difficulties, and conflict between park visitors. It can be assumed that patterns of behavior among
visitors are similar to those in other parks. In spite of these experiences, Robbers Cave State Park
is a safe, secure environment for the recreational visitor.
Table 3.21 – Citation and Incident Reports at Robbers Cave State Park
Fiscal year

Incident Reports

Citations Issued

Arrests

Combined Total

2009

21

0

0

21

2010

37

0

0

37

2011

29

0

0

29

2012

20

2

0

22

2013

44

0

0

44

Policy-Related Exposures
Some aspects of management of hazard risk are incorporated into law enforcement. Park rangers
are the law enforcement personnel for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department,
although they frequently have cooperative (mutual aid) agreements with county sheriffs and the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol. Law enforcement authority for Oklahoma State Park Rangers is
authorized by state statute as follows (Title 74 § 2216, 2005):
Park rangers, when commissioned, shall have all the powers of peace officers
except the serving or execution of civil process, and shall have in all parts of the
state the same powers with respect to criminal matters and enforcement of the
laws relating thereto as sheriffs, highway patrolmen [sic] and police officers in
their respective jurisdictions and shall possess all immunities and matters of
defense now available or hereafter made available to sheriffs, highway patrolmen,
and police officers in any suit brought against them in consequence of acts done
in the course of their employment, provided, however, they shall comply with the
provisions of Section 3311 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
In parks with CLEET certified or reserve certified personnel, written logs are maintained by park
staff to document incidents. In addition to the regular log, staff members complete incident
reports when notified of property damage or personal injury to visitors or staff. While the
incident reporting form requires information regarding personal injury or property damage, the
process does not appear to require follow-up with the reporting party.
In terms of wildlife, while a formal management plan does not exist, staff operates under an
agreed-upon plan approved by the Oklahoma Division of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC). As an
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important natural resource in the park, the vulnerable and endangered species in the area lack a
management plan other than classification by ODWC.
Perhaps one of the most essential operational hazards related to the public is the concern that cell
phones and radios have limited to sporadic service in rural areas, and possibly within the park.
During the preparation of the RMP, research staff members were able to acquire and maintain
cell phone signals throughout developed areas within Robbers Cave State Park. Thus, in case of
injury, illness, fire, or other emergency, park visitors with personal cell phones should be able to
contact necessary emergency services. Those without personal cell phones or with inadequate
signals must use a landline based telephone to call emergency personnel.

Waste Management
The relatively large and distributed area of development at Robbers Cave State Park requires
multiple programs in waste management. There are two primary concerns related to waste
management within the park: solid waste and liquid waste.
Solid waste is transported off-site under a multi-year contract with Allied Waste Management.
Dumpsters have been located at strategic points within the park. Visitors are expected to dispose
of waste properly in these dumpsters.
Liquid waste is managed on-site through septic systems for individual buildings, as well as four
lagoon systems for other developed areas in Robbers Cave State Park. While the septic systems
tend to be concentrated on a single structure, the lagoons serve multiple buildings or larger
developments. These lagoons may require lift stations to transport liquid wastes to the respective
lagoons, although several of the lagoon systems are gravity flow. For example, a lift station is
needed to move waste from the lagoons near Old Circle Campground to the newer lagoons
located north of Belle Starr View Lodge.
Park management did not express any concerns or problems with waste management at Robbers
Cave State Park. As with any area that is utilized by the public, some trash and litter is present
within the park. This solid waste presents a visual detraction, but presents limited problems other
than clean-up of the area.
Figure 3.83 – Solid waste dumpsters in Robbers Cave State Park
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Figure 3.84 – GPS coordinate marker in
Eagles Nest
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Chapter 4 – Alternatives and Preferred Plans
Overview and Summary
In this Resource Management Plan, background is provided related to Robbers Cave State Park.
During review of background materials related to the park, in discussions with park
management, and throughout the RMP process, several issues were addressed. These issues are
presented in the following discussion with alternatives for management to consider. In each case,
based on the available information a preferred alternative is identified.

Issues and Alternatives
Issue Statement 1: Qualification and branding as a state park
One of the central issues for consideration related to each of the properties being reviewed
during the Resource Management Plan project is qualification and branding as a state park. That
question may not be as apparent for Robbers Cave State Park as for other properties, but several
aspects of management as a complex, developed park require resolution of this issue for this
property.
What is a state park? Jordan and Caneday addressed this question in an earlier report for OTRD
as a part of the state park visitor study in 2003 (Caneday and Jordan). As stated in that report –
The research team believes that the term “state park” should mean something
specific. The term, “state park,” should identify a property distinctively through
management practices, quality of experience and appearance to the public. The
research team believes that visitors to Oklahoma “state parks” should know
immediately that they are in a State Park because of the distinctive “branding”
apparent to the visitor and deliberately intended by management. The research
team believes that the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department must
jealously guard the use of the term “state park” in much the same manner as
companies protect symbols of intellectual property.
An example of resource qualifications for specific classifications can best be demonstrated
through the National Park Service. For a property to be classified as a National Park there must
be (1) evidence of national significance for a natural, cultural, or recreational resource, (2)
management of the property must be feasible, and (3) the property must be suitable within the
mission, purpose, and system of the National Park Service.
By contrast, other classifications of National Park Service properties include National
Monuments, National Recreation Areas, and National Preserves. National monuments must be
significant natural, cultural, or recreational resources, but may be managed by entities other than
the National Park Service. National preserves are limited to significant environmental resources
and may vary in ownership and management of the resource. National recreation areas, including
Chickasaw National Recreation Area in south-central Oklahoma, are managed for more intensive
recreation in outdoor settings.
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OTRD policy related to acquisition of property uses some of this language, thereby establishing
a general pattern of resource qualification. These criteria include (1) state-wide significance for
natural beauty, uniqueness, or other recreational and resource preservation purposes, and (2) sites
which will improve the overall availability of public recreation facilities to the recreating public
while possessing resource significance (Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission, 1988).
In addition, branding and classification of properties within the Department has varied over the
years. Minutes of the Oklahoma Planning and Resource Board (a precursor to the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Commission) from September 18, 1953 record the passing of a motion
defining state parks, state recreation areas, state memorials, and state monuments. That variation
in descriptive classification was changed by legislation during the 1980s.
Applying the national concepts to state parks in Oklahoma and utilizing the earlier definitions in
Oklahoma, it could be concluded that a state park must (1) have a significant statewide natural,
cultural, or recreation resource, (2) be feasible to manage by the agency, and (3) be suitable
within the mission, purpose, and statewide system of state parks. If this set of qualifications is
applied to Robbers Cave State Park, it could be concluded that:
1. Robbers Cave State Park offers historical, cultural, and environmental resources of
statewide significance. Robbers Cave State Park was developed under a historic
agreement between the federal government and state government through the presence of
the Civilian Conservation Corps. Robbers Cave State Park also benefited from significant
local advocacy. As one of the original Oklahoma State Parks, Robbers Cave State Park is
large enough to include significant statewide natural resources, encompasses historic and
cultural resources including features designated as a National Historic Site, and offers a
range of recreational experiences.
2. Robbers Cave State Park is feasible to manage within the agency and fits within the
mission of Oklahoma State Parks. Robbers Cave State Park is truly a valuable property as
a classic state park. Being adjacent to a large wildlife management area enhances the
value of Robbers Cave State Park.
3. Robbers Cave State Park property fits within the mission of OTRD and the park’s state
purpose as a pre-eminent property with natural, cultural, historic, and recreational
resources deserving of protection and management for the present and future generations.
As a result, the research team recognizes the value of Robbers Cave State Park as a state park.
Alternatives
A. Seek to sell the property at Robbers Cave State Park;
B. Seek to transfer Robbers Cave State Park to some other management agency;
C. Retain Robbers Cave State Park as an integral property in the Oklahoma State Park
system.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative C: No change – continue management as it is. Retain Robbers Cave State Park as
an integral property in the Oklahoma State Park system.
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Issue Statement 2: Safety of impoundments
As indicated in the RMP, there are several reservoirs within Robbers Cave State Park impounded
by earthen dams. The largest of these are Coon Creek Lake and Lake Wayne Wallace. At present
there are a number of woody plants growing on both sides of the embankment of those
impoundments. The Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA, 2005) asserts
“trees and woody vegetation growth have no place on the embankment of an earthen dam.”

Figure 4.1 – Mid-life crisis of a dam
Source: FEMA, 2005.
The risk associated with plants on the embankment varies by zones. FEMA identifies five zones
for inspection and evaluation on earthen dams. FEMA also addresses proper procedures for
management of those situations in which woody plants are present and should be removed.
Failure of any of these impoundments is unacceptable, but must be recognized as a possibility. If
the impoundment at Lake Wayne Wallace were to fail, it is likely that failure at Lake Carlton
would follow, resulting in serious downstream damage. Therefore, appropriate inspection and
remedial measures are essential.
Five impoundments in Robbers Cave State park are identified as safety risks by the Oklahoma
Water Resources Board. The most serious of these is the dam impounding Lake Carlton. The
impoundment of Lake Carlton differs from those at Coon Lake and Lake Wayne Wallace in that
it is concrete. However, as the downstream impoundment, it is the final protection for the
watershed further downstream. Each of these impoundments is important within Robbers Cave
State Park, serving purposes for which the impoundments were authorized, but also enhancing
the recreational experience within Robbers Cave State Park.
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Alternatives
A. Employ qualified inspectors to evaluate the condition of the impoundments and make
recommendations regarding best management practices;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Employ qualified inspectors to evaluate the condition of the impoundment and
make recommendations regarding best management practices.

Issue Statement 3: Equestrian area and water/environmental quality
As reported in the RMP, only Lake Wayne Wallace has been tested to document its water
quality. That testing by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board classified Lake Wayne Wallace as
a mesotrophic aquatic community with high nitrogen to phosphorus ratio (16:1). Neither the
waters of Lake Wayne Wallace or Lake Carlton have been tested to document a beneficial use
for primary body contact recreation, although both are utilized by swimmers.
Of additional concern is the fact that the equestrian campground, located in proximity to Fourche
Maline Creek downstream from Lake Wayne Wallace and upstream from Lake Carlton, may
produce additional waste and runoff that further reduces water quality in Lake Carlton.
Regardless of the efforts of campers in the equestrian campground to clean-up after their horses,
the storage of horse manure upstream of Lake Carlton will continue to present potential for
further degradation of the water quality and increased potential for health concerns.
Disposal of horse manure at that location is unacceptable!
Alternatives
A. Encourage testing of the water quality in Lake Carlton, with the possibility of posting
warnings if warranted;
B. Remove the horse manure from the watershed and properly dispose of it elsewhere;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternatives A & B: Encourage testing of the water quality in Lake Carlton, with the
possibility of posting warnings if warranted; and remove the horse manure from the
watershed and properly dispose of it elsewhere.

Issue Statement 4: Aging infrastructure
As with several other Oklahoma State Parks, Robbers Cave State Park is showing its age. This is
particularly of concern related to crucial utilities for operation of the numerous amenities that
provide service to the public. The electrical distribution system is outdated and inadequate.
Water distribution and water pressure is inadequate. Park personnel indicated there is adequate
service available to the park, but the distribution system for electricity and water within the park
is inadequate. Park personnel also indicated the lagoons are near capacity for waste management.
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Robbers Cave State Park needs a thorough review of its utility infrastructure leading to a
workable plan for investment and capital improvement. Such investments should highlight the
high traffic areas within the park, bringing those areas into compliance with current safety
standards and service levels.
Management at Robbers Cave State Park must work with the regional manager and Oklahoma
State Park planners and leadership to put a high priority on updating and upgrading the utility
infrastructure. The process is in place for these requests. Priority must be placed on funding for
such improvements.
Alternatives
A. Update and upgrade crucial utility infrastructure at Robbers Cave State Park;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Update and upgrade crucial utility infrastructure at Robbers Cave State Park.

Issue Statement 5: Re-design of core campgrounds
Several of the main campgrounds at Robbers Cave State Park are in need of updating and
redesign. These campgrounds include Old Circle and Whispering Pine due to inadequate size of
the campsites and limited turning radius on some of the corners within the campgrounds. For
differing reasons, Deep Ford, Dogwood, Lake Carlton, and Youngers Bend should receive
planning attention. Redbud campground appears to lack specific purpose or rationale for use as a
campground. These campgrounds offer sites in proximity to or with views of water and are
preferred sites. However, these campgrounds are poorly planned resulting in inefficient use of
space and offering less than desired experiences.
In the same manner, Bobcat Crossing and Horseshoe Bend are core campgrounds within Robbers
Cave State Park, but show limited consideration for planning in their layout. Lack of defined
sites leads to unnecessary environmental impacts on prime locations within the park.
Redesign and development of the campgrounds cannot occur in isolation. As indicated in Issue
Statement 4, the infrastructure of the park is integrally related to use patterns within the
campgrounds.
Alternatives
A. As financing permits, redesign and redevelop the core campgrounds within Robbers Cave
State Park;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: As financing permits, redesign and redevelop the core campgrounds within
Robbers Cave State Park.
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Issue Statement 6: Network of roads within Robbers Cave State Park
Robbers Cave State Park includes an extensive network of roads ranging from a state highway,
to county roads, to park roads, and access to oil and gas leases. During discussion with park
personnel, it was unclear who had maintenance responsibilities for some of the roads. In
addition, there was an expressed preference for limited improvement of roads in some areas of
Robbers Cave State Park, particularly around Lake Wayne Wallace.
However, road conditions and the related safety of park visitors is a paramount concern. As a
result, clarification of responsibility for road maintenance may be necessary. Once responsibility
for specific roads is established it would be wise to properly sign roads that may require 4-wheel
drive or enforce closing of gates to several areas within Robbers Cave State Park.
An additional issue related to roads within Robbers Cave State Park is the speed limit along State
Highway 2. Through the park, the speed limit is 55 miles per hour, but that may be too high
particularly during special events. It may be necessary to discuss reduction of the speed limit or
additional signage with the Oklahoma Department of Transportation.
Alternatives
A. Clarify responsibility for road maintenance on each roadway and determine appropriate
action, as signage or closure;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Clarify responsibility for road maintenance on each roadway and determine
appropriate action, as signage or closure.

Issue Statement 7: Preservation and interpretation of historic structures
Robbers Cave State Park has a wonderful story to tell, but only part of that story is presently
being told. Much of the story is focused on the Depression Era structures and events that shaped
the park and much of Oklahoma. That era is approaching its 100th anniversary and should not be
overlooked for its significance in Oklahoma State Parks. Within the park are specific nodes and
contributing resources that permitted Robbers Cave State Park to be placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
The history and significance of New Deal-era structures and events have been lost on the present
generation. Since education is a part of the purpose for Robbers Cave State Park – and more
broadly for the Oklahoma State Park system – it is crucial that the individual state park and the
entire system more aggressively interpret this history and significance. While the individual
parks (i.e. Roman Nose State Park, Beavers Bend State Park, Greenleaf State Park, Lake Murray
State Park, Robbers Cave State Park, Okmulgee State Park, Osage Hills State Park, and Quartz
Mountain) should interpret their local resources, the state and region would benefit from an
organized system-wide interpretive and restorative effort. Robbers Cave State Park is a key in
the effort.
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The interpretive program at Robbers Cave State Park presents an excellent explanation of the
role of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Oklahoma and in the history of the state parks. These
resources from that era are crucial to the story and invaluable to the state.
Alternatives
A. Restore, preserve, and interpret the historic resources within Robbers Cave State Park and
within the state park system;
B. Remove deteriorated historic structure as part of a risk management plan;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative C: No change – continue management as it is which includes restoration,
preservation, and interpretation of the historic resources within Robbers Cave State Park
and within the state park system.

Issue Statement 8: Impact of large special events
Robbers Cave State Park is the host location for several large special events. These events
concentrate human impacts within a short period of time and in specific locations. For example,
the Fall Festival attracts thousands of visitors concentrating a range of impacts within a three-day
period. These impacts include (1) economic benefit to the park, to Wilburton, and surrounding
communities, (2) wear-and-tear on park resources including buildings, infrastructure, and turf,
(3) increased load on waste management, (4) environmental impacts such as reduced air quality
and vehicles dispersed throughout the park, and (5) stresses placed upon park personnel.
There are positive and negatives components to the impacts of these large special events.
Certainly Robbers Cave State Park receives public accolades as the host for these events. Within
the mission of OTRD, tourism and economic development are acceptable purposes. However,
the cost to the staff, the resources, and the state park should be better understood and
documented.
Several assessments of these impacts of large special events should be considered. First, a valid
and reliable assessment of economic impacts of hosting such events at Robbers Cave State Park
would provide a baseline for establishing the value of such activities. Second, an accounting of
the costs for operations would document the actual expense from Robbers Cave State Park that
permits the hosting of these large special events. Third, a minimal assessment of environmental
impact and remediation efforts would address some of the hidden costs of these events.
It is possible that a policy change may be necessary related to hosting large special events. For
example, a fee for use of the park as the host site may offset some of the identifiable costs.
Alternatives
A. Conduct an economic impact assessment of one or more large special event held at
Robbers Cave State Park;
B. Conduct an accounting of operational costs for one or more large special event held at
Robbers Cave State Park;
C. Conduct an environmental assessment of impact and remediation efforts following one or
more large special event held at Robbers Cave State Park;
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D. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A, B, and C: Conduct an economic impact assessment, an accounting of
operational costs, and an environmental assessment of impact and remediation efforts for
one or more large special event held at Robbers Cave State Park. Based upon findings,
consider appropriate adjustments in policy.

Issue Statement 9: Interpretive services
Robbers Cave State Park has a story to tell in many locations. That story cannot simply be told
from an interpretive heritage and nature center. While it is told at the heritage center and the
nature center, it should be told at the stables and along the trails; it should be told in the group
camps and in the campgrounds; it should be told in the park and in public schools. The
interpretive message of Robbers Cave State Park should be told on property and off, to any
interested audience, and to audiences yet uninformed.
Interpretive services are variously defined depending upon the source or the agency involved.
The classic definition of interpretation was given by Freeman Tilden (1977) as “An educational
activity that attempts to reveal meaning and relationships through the use of original objects, by
firsthand experience, and by illustrative media, rather than to simply communicate factual
information.”
William E. Brown (1971), in Islands of Hope, presented the role of parks in the interpretive
process. His definition of interpretation encompassed technology as well as process, as he stated
that interpretation is “That body of communications, devices and facilities that conveys
environmental knowledge, stimulates discourse on environmental problems and results in
environmental reform.” Brown also indicated that interpretation has a distinct purpose, especially
in a sensitive natural environment. Brown argued that “Environmental interpretation not only
informs, it motivates to action – sometimes it is action. Even at the informing level, it ceases to
be innocent nature study or whitewashed history. It questions value systems, folk heroes, and
conventional wisdom.”
The National Association for Interpretation (2008) has developed a professional, contemporary
definition of interpretation that incorporates the theory from Tilden, the purpose from Brown,
and the mission of the agency delivering the service. “Interpretation is a mission-based
communication process that forges emotional and intellectual connections between the interests
of the audience and the meanings inherent in the resource.”
Robbers Cave State Park offers several resources with inherent meaning and interest for the
audience, allowing for forging of emotional and intellectual connections. The story includes the
people, the place, the organizations, the events, the habitat, the wildlife, and much more.
Properly developed and delivered programming could be presented on a fee-for-service basis.
These programs could and should be delivered on-site and off-site. These programs become the
educational foundation and outreach for Robbers Cave State Park and the state park system more
broadly. This would require staff at a time when finances are limited for employing personnel.
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Robbers Cave State Park could host one or two collegiate interns continually to create and
deliver interpretive messages. This would accomplish several goals for Robbers Cave State Park:
(1) it would bring creative and energetic personnel into the park system; (2) it would achieve an
educational goal for the park and the park system; (3) it would provide a link between the park
system and the formal college and university education system; and (4) it would provide a
message that Oklahoma’s state parks serve an educational role as well as a recreational role.
Alternatives
A. When finances permit, expand the interpretive programming within and beyond the park,
especially if an interpretive heritage and nature center is possible;
B. Encourage the development of internship agreements focused on interpretive services;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A and B: When finances permit, expand the interpretive programming within and
beyond the park, especially if an interpretive heritage and nature center is possible;
encourage the development of internship agreements focused on interpretive services.

Issue Statement 10: Green practices related to energy and conservation
Within the past few years Americans have begun to take conservation practices seriously. On
behalf of citizens and as a representative of the park and recreation profession – a field with a
strong connection to the environment – Oklahoma State Parks has initiated several practices that
are intended to conserve energy and other resources. This has been initiated with energy efficient
lighting in the lodge and office structures, and needs to be expanded to other management
practices.
Among the many possible areas that would benefit from conservation practices are: (1) park
policies related to mowing, maintenance, debris removal, and waste disposal; and (2) recycling
opportunities for the entire operation and its guests.
At present, state laws do not encourage a state agency to recycle waste or trash products,
especially when private citizens generate (and thereby ‘own’) those materials. Inventory
management and accounting procedures prevent the sale of, or revenue production from,
recycled materials. However, volunteer groups such as “Friends of Robbers Cave State Park” are
permitted to serve as an agent for the collection and sale of recyclable materials. Another
challenge to the establishment of a recycling program is the difficulty in finding a consistent
market for the various products that might easily be recycled: glass, aluminum, and paper. These
challenges do not lessen the desirability of establishing a recycling program in the state park
system.
Robbers Cave State Park can have a significant role in modeling and educating other managers
and guests regarding best management practices. One state park in Oklahoma – Keystone State
Park – has been eco-certified. Robbers Cave State Park should be a leader in this effort as well.
Alternatives
A. Seek to change state accounting regulations to permit operation of the recycling program
by park staff;
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B. Encourage the “Friends of Robbers Cave State Park” to create, implement, and evaluate a
comprehensive recycling program throughout the park;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative B: Encourage the “Friends of Robbers Cave State Park” to create, implement,
and evaluate a comprehensive recycling program throughout the park.

Issue Statement 11: Pricing for instate and out-of-state guests
Presently OTRD operates under a policy of pricing a given good or service similarly for all
guests. There is no distinction in pricing of goods and services between in-state residents who
visit an Oklahoma State Park and out-of-state residents who visit and enjoy the same facilities
and events. There is a distinction in that the in-state residents pay a significant tax burden which
then subsidizes OTRD and the state parks. As a result, the in-state residents subsidize the
recreation experience of out-of-state guests. It is readily acknowledged that the out-of-state
guests benefit the local economy with their expenditures. However, if a guest at a local park
resides outside the extent of the local economy, the dollars spent by a resident or an out-of-state
guest have equal economic impact in direct measures, indirect measures, and induced measures.
Just as at Beavers Bend State Park and Lake Murray State Park on the southern border, Robbers
Cave State Park enjoys visitation by a significant number of guests from other states, as well as
those from within Oklahoma. This pattern of visitation is likely to occur at a number of other
state parks near the interstate borders and for parks that offer attractions differing from what is
available outside of the state of origin for the guests.
Many states have instituted a pricing differential to benefit in-state residents. For example, Texas
requires vehicle permits for all vehicles entering its parks. Texas residents pay a lower price for
the vehicle permits than do out-of-state residents – including Oklahomans who visit Texas.
Tourism is a business that includes intriguing interactions between the host community and its
guests. OTRD must sustain a positive relationship between its parks, the staff in those parks, the
surrounding community, in-state taxpayers, and guests – some of whom come from out of state.
Pricing of goods and services is a sensitive variable in that relationship.
Alternatives
A. Review the pricing of lodging and camping provided by Oklahoma State Parks with
consideration for state of residence as a factor in establishment of those prices;
B. Consider implementing entry fees at premium locations within Robbers Cave State Park
for all guests utilizing those locations;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A: Review the pricing of lodging and camping provided by Oklahoma State
Parks with consideration for state of residence as a factor in establishment of those prices.
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Recommendations beyond the Issues
Recommendation 1: Trails and signage
As shown in figures in the RMP, trail signage within Robbers Cave State Park shows great
variability. While the official state park markings are blazes painted on trees, the presence of paper
plate signs, cardboard signs, wooden placards, and other materials is a visual detraction from a wellmaintained park. Temporary signs may be necessary for special “rides,” but there should be a
consistency related to posting such signs. In addition, such signs should be removed following a
given ride.
It is recommended that the policies and practices related to marking of trails within Robbers Cave
State Park be reviewed. Establish a consistent practice appropriate to park management.

Recommendation 2: Clean-up of dump area
As indicated in Issue Statement 3, the dump area for waste from the equestrian campground must
be cleaned. Regardless of consideration of practices within the equestrian campground, the waste
that has accumulated and been stored in plastic bags must be removed from the watershed above
Lake Carlton. A new plan for disposal of waste from the equestrian campground must be
developed.

Recommendation 3: Search and Rescue
Park personnel indicated they are “first responders” for search and rescue operations. Such first
response places a burden on limited staff, including expense that may be unwarranted in some
cases or beyond the responsibility of Oklahoma State Parks. It is recommended that policies
related to charging for search and rescue be reviewed at Robbers Cave State Park, and possibly
at other properties. Many park systems and governmental agencies are billing the individual
parties for such services.

Recommendation 4: Need for 50-amp electrical service
Visitors and park personnel indicated an increasing need for 50-amp electrical service at more
locations within the various campgrounds at Robbers Cave State Park. While redesign of several
campgrounds was included as an issue, such redevelopment will require considerable financial
investment. The aging infrastructure was also discussed and replacement of that infrastructure
will also require considerable financial investment. In the meantime, additional 50-amp electrical
service at selected sites in selected campgrounds may be possible for lesser investment.

125

References
—— (2011). Criteria Air Pollutant Report: Latimer County, OK. Retrieved on October 30, 2013
from http://scorecard.goodguide.com/envreleases/cap/county.tcl?fips_county_code=40113#air_rankings
American Community Survey. Retrieved October 29, 2013 from
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/index.html
American Trails. “Accessible Trails: Questions and Answers.” Retrieved June 3, 2011, from
http://www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/power-mobility-questionsanswers.html
BioBlitz! Oklahoma Biological Survey and the University of Oklahoma. Retrieved October 29,
2013 from http://www.biosurvey.ou.edu/bioblitz/BioBlitz2009.html
Blackburn, B. (2004). “Stone and Timber – the Civilian Conservation Corps’ Legacy.”
Oklahoma Today. July/August 2004. Volume 54, Number 4.
Caneday, L. (2002) Oklahoma’s Public Recreation Estate: Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan. Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department. 2002.
Caneday, L. and Jordan, D. (2003). State Park Visitor Study. Oklahoma State University and
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.
Charpentier, R. (2010). Cherokee Platform Province. Retrieved on May 24, 2012 from
www.kgs.ku.edu/DPA/NMC/Prov/cherokee.html.

Clean Air Task Force. Retrieved January 6, 2011 from
http://www.catf.us/diesel/dieselhealth/county.php?c=40019&site=0.
Environmental Protection Agency. Surf Your Watershed. Retrieved December 8, 2010 from
http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/county.cfm?fips_code=40019.
Everett, D. (2010). Latimer County. Oklahoma Historical Society’s Encyclopedia of Oklahoma
History & Culture. Retrieved October 24, 2013 from
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/L/LA025.html.
FEMA. (September 2005). Technical Manual for Dam Owners – Impacts of plants on earthen
dams. Federal Emergency Management Administration, publication 534.
Google maps. Retrieved January 4, 2011 from http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF8&hl=en&tab=wl
Johnson, K. (June 1998). Geology and Mineral Resources of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Geological
Survey Information Series #2. Retrieved on July 23, 2010 from
http://www.ogs.ou.edu/pubsscanned/InfSeries/infseries2.pdf.
National Geographic Society. (2008) Web Atlas of Oklahoma. Retrieved February 24, 2010 from
http://www.okatlas.org/okatlas
National Center on Accessibility. (October 31, 2007, Retrieved August 8, 2008). What is an
Accessible Trail? Indiana University. http://www.ncaonline.org/index.php?q=node/659
National Park Service. Retrieved February 20, 2010 from http://www.nps.gov/index.htm
126

Natural Resources Conservation Service, United States Department of Agriculture. (2013).
Custom Soil Resource Report for Latimer County, Oklahoma.. A product of the National
Cooperative Soil Survey, a joint effort of the United States Department of Agriculture
and other Federal agencies, State agencies including the Agricultural Experiment
Stations, and local participants. November 30, 2013.
O’Dell, L. (2007). Robbers Cave State Park. Oklahoma Historical Society. Retrieved October 30,
2013 from http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/R/RO002.html.
Oklahoma Archeological Survey. Retrieved October 31, 2013 from
http://www.ou.edu/cas/archsur/counties/latimer.htm.
Oklahoma Climatological Survey. Retrieved October 31, 2013 from www.ocs.ou.edu.
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation. (2009). Oklahoma’s biodiversity plan.
Retrieved December 21, 2009. http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/biodiversity.htm
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation. (2009). Oklahoma’s endangered and threatened
species and species of special concern. Retrieved December 21, 2009.
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/endanger.htm
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation. (2005). OK Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy. Retrieved August 3, 2010 from
www.wildlifedepartment.com/CWCS.htm.
OK snakes. Snakes of Oklahoma. Retrieved February 26, 2010. http://www.oksnakes.org/
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry. (2010). State Forest Resource
Assessment. Forestry Services Division. March 10, 2010.
Oklahoma Game and Fish Commission. (1928). Biennium Report July 1, 1926 to June 30, 1928.
Oklahoma Game and Fish Commission. (1934). Biennium Report July 1, 1932 to June 30, 1934.
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department. (2007). State Parks: Oklahoma State Accessible
Recreation Guide. Retrieved July 8, 2008 from
http://www.travelok.com/adarec/detail.asp?region=NE.
Oklahoma Water Resources Board. (2009). 2008-2009 OK Lakes Report Beneficial Use
Monitoring Program. Retrieved from http://www.owrb.ok.gov.
Parks, D. (2013). Poetic Scenes and Mystic Dreams. ISBN 978-1-300-81883-0.
Reeves, A. R. (1936). Report of Oklahoma State Park Commission. March 1, 1935 to October
31, 1936. Oklahoma State Park Commission.
Reeves, A. R. (1938). First Annual Report of the Division of State Parks. Oklahoma Planning
and Resources Board. Fiscal year ending June 30, 1938.
Scorecard: The Pollution Information Site. Retrieved October 31, 2013 from
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/envreleases/cap/county.tcl?fips_county_code=40077#air_rankings
Sherif, M., Harvey, O., White, B., Hood, W., and Sherif, C. (1961). The Robbers Cave Experiment:
Intergroup Conflict and Cooperation. The Institute of Group Relations. University of
Oklahoma.

127

State Game and Fish Commission. Biennium Report. July 1, 1932 – June 30, 1934.
Stevens, R. (2010). The feral hog in Oklahoma. The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Inc.
2510 Sam Noble Parkway, Ardmore, OK 73401. 2010.
Suneson, N. (2012). Arkoma Basin Petroleum – Past, Present, and Future. The Journal of the
Oklahoma City Geological Society. Volume 63, No. 1, July – August 2012.
U.S. Access Board. Retrieved February 24, 2010 from http://www.access-board.gov/
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. (n.d.) Least terns. Retrieved on May 27, 2009 from
http://www.swt.usace.army.mil/library/least%20tern/Long%20and%20short%20term%20
objectives.htm.
U.S. Bureau of Census. American FactFinder. Retrieved January 5, 2011 from
http://factfinder.census.gov
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. (1983). Mountain Park Project. U.S. Government Printing Office:
1983-679-981.
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. (2013). Mountain Park Project. Retrieved July 29, 2013 from
http://www.usbr.gov/projects/Project.jsp?proj_Name=Mountain+Park+Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Natural Resource Conservation Service. (Retrieved November
30, 2009). http://soils.usda.gov/technical/classification/orders/ultisols.html
U.S. Department of Agriculture, United States Forest Service. (Retrieved February 25, 2010).
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/ouachita/recreation/nra/nramap.JPG
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. (1992). Interior Least Tern (Sterna
antillarum). Retrieved on May 27, 2009 from
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/oklahoma/lestern.htm.
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. (1992). Piping plover (Charadrius
melodus). Retrieved on May 27, 2009 from
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/Oklahoma/plover.htm.
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. (2001). American Peregrine Falcon
(Falco peregrinus anatum). Retrieved on May 27, 2009 from
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/oklahoma/peregrn1.htm.
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. (2003). Whooping crane (Grus
americana). Retrieved on May 27, 2009 from
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/Oklahoma/whooper.htm.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Surf your watershed. Retrieved May 15, 2012.
http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/county.cfm?fips_code=40079
Weisiger, M., Allen, S., Schrems, S., Clark, N., Zaepfel, G., and Vandiver, C. Final Survey
report – Intensive-Level Survey of New Deal-Era State Parks in Oklahoma. Oklahoma
State Historic Preservation Office. June 1993.

128

Appendix A – New Deal Era (CCC) historic properties
(Source: Weisiger, et al., Final Survey Report – Intensive-level Survey of New Deal-Era State
Parks in Oklahoma)
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Appendix B – Documents related to the Property
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mustang Fuel Corporation right-of-way
Enogex pipeline permit
1991 contract for use of land between ODWC and OTRD
1995 perpetual easement
Deeds related to Robbers Cave State Park
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Appendix C – Park information
1. Auto-Walking Tour of Robbers Cave State Park’s Historic Structures
2. Campground and trail information
3. Friends of Robbers Cave State Park
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