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Mission Statement of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department
The mission of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to advance Oklahoma’s
exceptional quality of life by preserving, managing, and promoting our natural assets and
cultural amenities.

Vision Statement
The vision of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department is to promote and enhance
tourism throughout the state; protect and preserve the environment and natural resources; educate
the public about Oklahoma’s people and places; provide exceptional customer service to all
citizens and visitors; create a team environment in which all employees are successful,
productive, and valued; embrace and seek diversity in our workforce and those we serve.

OTRD Values












Responsibility and leadership
Respect
Quality
Exemplary customer service
Balance and self-fulfillment
Teamwork and communication
Flexibility
Creativity and innovation
Coordination
Commitment
Integrity
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Chapter 1 – Introduction
Resource Management Plan: Purpose and Process
The Resource Management Plan (RMP) program and policy is to document management
responsibilities to balance the use of water and land resources as they relate to recreation; in this
instance, Roman Nose State Park. As a guiding plan, the RMP seeks to propose long-term
policies that limit adverse impacts to critical resources while providing protection and
management of fish, wildlife, and other natural and cultural resources. In addition, the RMP will
provide guidelines for public health and safety, public access, and a wide variety of outdoor
recreational opportunities.
Within the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, the purpose and scope of the RMP is
to provide background information, identify the policies and goals governing the management of
Roman Nose State Park and its incorporated resources, summarize the plan’s components, and
provide descriptive and historical information related to the project. An initial resource
management plan for Roman Nose State Park had been completed in 2009 and served as a
foundation for this second cycle in the legislatively authorized and mandated resource
management planning process.
That 2009 RMP for the Roman Nose State Park focused entirely on the property and its
condition at the time. Since 2009, significant change has occurred, especially at the lodge. This
2019 Resource Management Plan addresses improvements and developments presently on the
property, achievements in management recommended in 2009, and concepts that may be
incorporated into Roman Nose State Park.
The ultimate purpose of the RMP is to establish a management framework for the conservation,
protection, enhancement, development, and use of the physical and biological resources at
Roman Nose State Park. With regard to Roman Nose State Park and its incorporated properties,
the RMP is to:


Provide managers and decision-makers with long-term direction and guidance for the
successful management of the resources at Roman Nose State Park and its incorporated
properties;



Ensure that management of the resources is compatible with authorized purposes;



Ensure that recreation experiences and facilities are compatible with other environmental
resources;



Ensure that planned developments are based on public need and the ability of the
environmental resources to accommodate such facilities and use; and



Resolve issues and concerns related to management of the environmental resources.

Planning Process
The planning process for preparation of this Resource Management Plan included discussion
between research staff at Oklahoma State University (OSU) and management personnel from
Oklahoma State Parks. In addition, the process incorporated (1) the acquisition of archival
1

information from libraries, state parks, books, research reports, and other sources; (2) interviews
of state park personnel; (3) records provided by state park management; (4) input from members
of the public through surveys, comments cards, and focus groups; and (5) searches of the Internet
for information that expanded on other archives.
The purposes of public involvement are to inform the public and solicit public response
regarding their needs, values, and evaluations of proposed solutions. Public involvement
programs are designed not only to meet state and federal regulations, but also to include
interested individuals, organizations, agencies, and governmental entities in the decision-making
process. Techniques used for public involvement include interviews, workshops, advisory
committees, informational brochures, surveys, and public hearings. The process of public
involvement is important to help strengthen the relationship between public and government
agencies involved in the proposed plan. The relative success of public involvement techniques
and the participation of supporting government agencies regarding the program as a whole is
indicated by how well informed the public is and by how much the public has contributed to
making environmentally sound, feasible decisions that are supported by a significant segment of
the public. The public involvement process for the Roman Nose State Park RMP is incorporated
into the text of this document.
The original concept in preparation of an RMP is a federal action that requires compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); therefore, the public involvement process must
fulfill the RMP and NEPA requirements as well as those of other entities. Oklahoma State Parks
has committed the agency to follow a similar model at the state level for all state parks.
Using several public involvement methods to gain insight into the concerns of the public and
governmental agencies potentially affected by provisions of the Roman Nose State Park RMP,
representatives from OSU compiled and analyzed the data. The public involvement process
offered citizens and various interest groups information about the project and its potential
impacts. This course of action was used to gather information, ideas, and concerns regarding the
different issues to be compiled and addressed to determine issues of public concern. The issues
were then evaluated resulting in alternative solutions and recommendations for the park.
Finally, the RMP process included integration of global positional system (GPS) technology into
geographic information system (GIS) software to document features and attributes within the
park. This component of the process permits an on-going record of facilities with their respective
attributes, locations, and conditions. As a result, the GPS and GIS components of the RMP
process are integral to on-going implementation and application of the planning effort.

Authorization and Agencies Involved
In 2006, Oklahoma State Parks, through the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
(OTRD), contracted with Oklahoma State University to prepare Resource Management Plans for
each park. This agreement has been renewed annually since 2006. The current agreement
specified Roman Nose State Park during 2018 – 2019, and the intent of the agreement is to
continue the RMP process across all state parks in Oklahoma, now into its second round.
The RMP agreement became effective July 1, 2018 between Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department and Oklahoma State University. Following a meeting between OTRD and OSU
staff, information, reports, and comment cards were provided to OSU for review. In accordance
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with the RMP contract, OSU performed research services and delivered reports to OTRD
concluding with a written plan for Roman Nose State Park in June 2019.
The authority for the agreement between OTRD and OSU is based upon Title 74 § 2213 as
authorized by Engrossed Senate Bill 823 of the 2005 session: “The Commission may contract for
the study, analysis, and planning as reasonably necessary to aid in determining the feasibility of
leasing, selling or privately managing or developing the property or facilities under the control of
the Commission. The Commission shall be exempt from the competitive bidding requirements of
the Competitive Bidding Act for the purpose of soliciting, negotiating, and effectuating such a
contract or contracts.”
Further, this authority is specified in Title 74 § 2215 which states: The Division of State Parks,
subject to the policies and rules of the Commission shall formulate, establish, maintain, and
periodically review, with public participation, a resource management plan for each state
park. The resource management plan, upon approval by the Commission, shall be considered a
guide for the development, utilization, protection, and management of the state park and its
natural, cultural, historic, and recreational resources.
Effective January 14, 2019 as authorized in Enrolled House Bill 3603, “all duties and powers of
the Commission shall be transferred to the Executive Director. Any provision in statute that
provides to the Commission authority that is not advisory in nature shall be deemed to grant the
duty or power to the Executive Director.”

Figure 1.1 – Iconic entry sign at Roman Nose State Park
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Chapter 2 – Project Description
About Roman Nose State Park
The Division of State Parks, a part of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, is
governed by the laws of the state of Oklahoma. These laws define the authority for the Division
and the context in which individual state parks are managed. Title 74 § 2214 of the Oklahoma
Statutes states that the Division of State Parks shall, subject to the policies and rules of the
Commission:
1. Conserve, preserve, plan, supervise, construct, enlarge, reduce, improve,
maintain, equip and operate parkland, public recreation facilities, lodges,
cabins, camping sites, scenic trails, picnic sites, golf courses, boating, and
swimming facilities, and other similar facilities in state parks reasonably
necessary and useful in promoting the public use of state parks under the
jurisdiction and control of the Commission;
2. Supervise the management and use of state properties and facilities under
the jurisdiction of the Commission. The Commission may adopt rules to
lease concessions in any state-owned facility if the Commission deems it
feasible;
3. Authorize those employees in the Park Manager job family classification
series, as established by the Oklahoma Office of Personnel Management, to
maintain administrative control over all facilities, programs, operations,
services, and employees in the park to which they are assigned; and
4. Enforce the rules and policies governing the use of and conduct of patrons in
all recreational facilities and properties of the Commission.

Purpose and Significance of Roman Nose State Park
An initial requirement of the RMP process is the development of a purpose statement for the
property under consideration. The process selected for the development of resource management
plans for state parks requires purpose statements and statements of significance for each park.
These statements drive the decisions as to planning for the respective parks, since individual
parks in the state park system do not have identical purposes or intents.
Prior to the 2009 planning process, a purpose statement for Roman Nose State Park did not exist.
As a result, it was necessary that one be developed. Research staff from OSU worked with
OTRD staff, and personnel from Roman Nose State Park, to develop a draft purpose statement.
During that process staff created the following statement. During the 2018 – 2019 planning
process, this statement was reviewed, edited, and confirmed.
The purpose of Roman Nose State Park is to provide an opportunity in a safe
environment for people from Oklahoma and surrounding states to enjoy the
scenic beauty and Native American history of the area. Roman Nose State Park
preserves the unique architectural and geographical visions of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) while offering diverse recreational and educational
4

experiences, helping to create lasting memories for generations to come, as well
as stimulating the regional economy.
Similarly, during the 2018 planning process, the personnel from Roman Nose State Park, OTRD
personnel, in cooperation with the research staff, edited and confirmed a statement of
significance for Roman Nose State Park. That statement follows:
Roman Nose State Park is significant to the area and to the State of Oklahoma as
one of the original seven state parks. Roman Nose State Park is a part of the
history of the Native Americans who settled the area, helps to make everlasting
memories for those visiting, and conserves significant resources for a growing
and encroaching population. We should preserve the natural resources such as
the Big Springs, beautiful gypsum hills, and original CCC structures and continue
to provide other recreational opportunities for guests. As a natural, cultural, and
social resource in the Northwest Region of Oklahoma, Roman Nose State Park
contributes to the economy of the area and provides jobs for people in the
surrounding communities.
Figure 2.1 demonstrates the inter-relationship of purpose and significance statements with the
mission of the management agency in decisions related to a given park or property. This model
has been developed by the National Park Service to assure consistency between the mission of
the National Park Service and the operation of their respective properties. In a similar manner,
park purpose statements and park significance must be consistent with the mission of the
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.

Park
Purpose

OTRD
Mission

All decisions
about the park
Park
significance

Figure 2.1 – Utilization of purpose and significance statements
Source: National Park Service
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Figure 2.2 – Roman Nose State Park boundaries
Source: Google Earth

Geographic Location of Roman Nose State Park
Roman Nose State Park is located approximately seven miles north of Watonga, the county seat
of Blaine County, Oklahoma. Roman Nose State Park is accessed from State Highway 8 via
State Highway 8A just north of the city. State Highway 8 is essentially a north-south highway,
intersecting U.S. Highway 270 and State Highway 33 in Watonga. North of Roman Nose State
Park, State Highway 8 and State Highway 8A intersect State Highway 51. Okeene, Southard, and
Canton are nearby county towns found along the
east/west route of Highway 51.
The access highways are depicted in Figure 2.3.
Highways 51A, 8, and 8A are all two-lane state
highways leading directly to Roman Nose State Park.
Highway 51 is a major two-lane, east-west route, as is
Highway 33 although a portion of this highway is
four-lane, particularly as it connects to U.S.
Highway 270.
Roman Nose State Park

Figure 2.3 – Roman
Nose State Park
6

Figure 2.4 – Historic Map of Blaine County and Roman Nose property
Source: Fay, R. (1959). Guide Book IX: Guide to Roman Nose State Park
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Roman Nose State Park History
Roman Nose State Park is one of the original seven state parks established in Oklahoma in 1935.
Several major events in Oklahoma legislative history were precursors to the establishment of
Roman Nose and other properties as state parks. Several of these events are shown on the
historic map of Blaine County (Figure 2.4 on preceding page). By 1927, a newly created State
Game and Fish Department had been created under the administrative oversight of the Oklahoma
Game and Fish Commission. Several of these properties included impoundments to serve “as
public fishing grounds and to be open as a public recreation center and beautiful State Park”
(Oklahoma Game and Fish Commission, 1926, p. 30).
On March 1, 1935, the Oklahoma State Park Commission was created as a subsidiary of the State
Game and Fish Commission. The newly formed Commission appointed A.R. Reeves as
executive secretary, charged with responsibilities as Procurement Officer. By September 1935,
Reeves and the State Park Commission had acquired seven large tracts of land with the intent of
developing state parks. All of these properties included donations from nearby city governments.
One of the first was the city of Watonga, which initially donated 520-acres enabling the
designation of Roman Nose State Park (Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, 1938).
Other factors influenced the early designation and development of Roman Nose State Park
including federal government involvement through the Emergency Conservation Work Program.
As part of the federal effort to change the dire conditions of the Great Depression, numerous
agencies were established under the auspices of the National Recovery Act. This included the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Oklahoma was an early state participant in this federal
effort. Each of the original seven state parks became a site for a CCC camp. Roman Nose
received the benefit of the young men working at the camp on-site, CCC Company 2819 Camp
Watonga SP-21-OM.
Historic structures on property remain from the efforts of
the CCC. The design commonly utilized by members of
these camps was “National Park Service rustic”
architecture. As stated by Dr. Bob Blackburn (2004), “In
the parks, the organic style could be seen everywhere.
Roads nestled into natural contours of the land, offering a
variety of vistas around every turn. Cabins were built
with locally cut stone, hand-hewn timbers, and rough-cut
plans, giving the impression that the structures grew out
of the land. Signs with directions to campgrounds were
artistically carved into stone and wood. The CCC boys
also helped Mother Nature by planting millions of trees
and shrubs, seamlessly connecting the built environment
with the natural setting.” Appendix A identifies many of
the CCC properties at Roman Nose State Park.

Figure 2.5 – Rendition of
“National Park Service rustic”
architecture
8

Figure 2.6 – Civilian Conservation Corps camp (typical)
Source: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1938

In commenting on the purpose of Oklahoma
State Parks, the 1935 Commission asserted
“a state park system is an investment which
pays rich dividends in dollars and cents,
aside from the greater returns in outdoor life
and enjoyment.” This initial purpose of the
parks was enhanced by the work of the
CCC, “men technically trained in all phases
of park activity and development, which
includes geologists, foresters, wildlife
technicians and engineers” (Reeves, 1936).
Reeves (1936) indicated that Roman Nose
State Park received a total visitation of
3,287 persons during 1935, averaging 25
persons per day. This ranked Roman Nose
Figure 2.7 – CCC era construction of a
fourth in annual park visitation among the
picnic shelter [Three Springs area]
seven state parks in Oklahoma. The visitors
surveyed at that time reportedly used 934
vehicles in the park during that year. To serve this level of visitation, the National Park Service
invested $19,954 in supervision expenses and $9,520 in tools, gas, oils, maintenance, supplies,
and miscellaneous items for the CCC at Roman Nose. The federal government disbursed an
additional $82,238 in labor and $38,393 in materials directly to CCC enrolled personnel in 1935.
Further funds were expended by the State of Oklahoma. Between 1935 and 1938, CCC work
accomplished under supervision of the National Park Service at Roman Nose State Park had an
approximate cost of $115,759 (Reeves, 1938).
Early reports articulated the purpose of the state park system in addition to the accomplishments
of those who worked at the various locations: “A State Park is primarily a place of recreation….
A State Park must not be confused with an overnight camping ground or just a glorified filling
station. Our park sites have been selected with one objective in view, and are planned to provide
a State Park of sufficient size, and improved with adequate facilities for certain types of large
scale recreation, in addition to the preservation of natural beauty” (Reeves, 1938).
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Reeves (1938) further indicated that state parks should serve as:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A meeting place with ideal conditions for all people,
A recreational place,
An educational place,
A health center,
A weekend resort for all so that they might have a change of scenery, climate,
environment and association,
6. A sanctuary for wildlife so that we may be helpful in the production, restoration,
rehabilitation and propagation of all species of wildlife indigenous to Oklahoma.
At that time, the slogan under which state parks were developed in Oklahoma was “A State Park
Wherever Nature Smiles” (Reeves, 1938). Roman Nose State Park has served as a strong
exemplar of these early visions for Oklahoma State Parks. It continues to serve multiple
functions as reflected in the present purpose and significance statements.
In the first year report of the operation of Oklahoma’s fledgling park system, Reeves described
Roman Nose State Park as “an area of 520 acres which was donated to the State by the citizens
of Watonga, in Blaine County” (1938). See Appendix B for lease agreement through June 18,
2034. He estimated that 127 acres of the 520-acre area were timbered and that various water
features existed within the park boundaries. “In this area are found a large number of trees and
plants and a number of springs, one of which bubbles out of the cliff with an estimated flow of
500 to 600 gallons per minute, thus forming a large stream of water which runs the entire length
of the Park. . . . A gorgeous and magnificent Bath house with facilities to accommodate 300
swimmers has been built, and is in use. In this park we have constructed the only concrete
swimming pool in the State Parks system. The water is supplied by gravity flow from a large
spring and runs continuously through the pool supplying fresh water at all times.” Reeves
indicated that while visitor parking was limited, Roman Nose offered the “most picturesque
picnic area of any park in the Parks system.”
Unique to the fledgling state park system, Reeves noted that “a camp ground for the exclusive
use of the Indians will be supplied in this Park.” This was constructed in 1940 and consisted of
20 acres. It was located at the site of the current day Oakerhater area (Weber, 1994), currently a
wetland and unusable by park visitors. The unusual name for this area originated from the family
name of a Cheyenne warrior who was imprisoned in Florida, educated in New York, and
returned as a Christian missionary to Oklahoma. David Pendleton Oakerhater, also known as
Making Medicine or O-kuh-ha-tuh, was canonized as a saint by the Episcopal Church in 1985.
As a result, this area in Roman Nose State Park incorporates historic value by name and original
use.
Through the decade of the 1940s park development continued at a slower pace than was
experienced in the 1930s. By 1956 major development had been planned and implemented at
Roman Nose with the addition of a 20-room lodge, including a restaurant and meeting space. In a
1956 edition of Oklahoma Today, staff writer Leon Hatfield (1956) hailed this construction as
“an unusual innovation which is being watched by park departments all over the country.” It was
the first of the state’s initial “pay as you go” lodges to be completed. Early marketing efforts for
the lodge highlighted the air-conditioning and other amenities; one notation commented that state
park lodges were locations “where the very latest in luxury is provided, and the very best in food
and service is available.”
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Figure 2.8 depicts a photograph
from the January 1956 edition of
Oklahoma Today, the lodge was
constructed on a gypsum bluff
overlooking Lake Boecher
(pronounced “bāker”). The hillsides
surrounding the lodge were barren
of trees at that time, a sharp contrast
with the current hillside vegetation.
By 1985, the lodge had been
expanded to include 47 rooms
Figure 2.8 – Original lodge construction
through the addition of a second
Source: Oklahoma Today (1956)
two-story wing. This addition
included a conference room and
new lobby to the building; it also involved renovation of the existing rooms and public areas.
In addition to the development of the lodge in 1956, Roman Nose State Park included several
three-room cabins, a community building with an assembly hall, picnic areas, and campgrounds.
For many, the highlight of a visit to Roman Nose
State Park included a dip in the swimming pool
— a feature that has been the identifying
landmark for the park since its establishment. By
1958, this natural-appearing swimming hole had
been significantly enhanced to provide swimming
for 300 people at one time. Park workers used
dolomite rocks from a nearby canyon to border
the pool, and poured a concrete bottom. Sand
drifted into the bottom of the pool from Bitter
Creek, leading many to believe that the pool was
a naturally formed swimming area.
The lodge, pool, and other features remained in
place until the middle of the 1980s. By then the
pool was frequently drawing 500 people a day,
crowding it to such a level that swimmers were
divided into two groups, alternating with a half
hour swimming and a half hour sunbathing
(Williams, 1985). Figure 2.9 shows a relatively
quiet day at the pool, with visitors standing on the
natural rock edging.

Figure 2.9 – Pool users at Roman
Nose State Park
Source: Oklahoma Today (1985)

The original Roman Nose Lodge was constructed
in the mid-1950s, with an addition in the mid-1980s. Thus, between the mid-1980s and the early
2000s, Roman Nose Lodge had a capacity of 47 guest rooms. The guest rooms included the
typical amenities associated with a hotel such as air conditioning, private bath, and television
with limited cable choices. Within the lodge is a lobby and reception area, restaurant, two
meeting rooms equipped with tables and chairs, a gift shop, and public restrooms.
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During the summer of 2007, Tropical Storm Erin hit the area and structurally damaged the south
wing of the lodge. The wing was closed by August 2007 and demolition occurred in January and
February 2009. This resulted in a loss of 27 rooms, leaving the current capacity at 20 guest
rooms.
Workers constructed ten cabins and a group camp by 1985, providing overnight lodging options
in addition to the existing campground facilities. During the same time period activities available
at Roman Nose State Park included horseback riding, tennis, golf, table tennis, shuffleboard, and
volleyball. Canoeing and boating were available, and the fishing was reportedly “excellent.” In
addition, staff introduced new programs including combining a cookout with a canoe experience
on the lake or a hayride around the park.
In 1994, W.D. Weber chronicled the physical modifications made to the natural environment for
human activity in his book, Roman Nose – A History of the Park. He documented the natural
resource development prior to, as well as after, the dedication of the area as a state park.
According to Weber, J.B. Cronkhite was the first to consider this property as a potential
recreational resource. J.B. was the son of Will Cronkhite, who had initially purchased property at
the east and west ends of the Roman Nose Canyon; he later bought Indian land within the
canyon, including the springs. These areas are now encompassed within the existing state park
boundaries. The family constructed a
ranch house on the west side of this
property in 1906. Fifteen years later, in
the early 1920s, J.B. Cronkhite and his
brother dammed Bitter Creek forming a
fifteen-acre lake with a depth of about 35
feet. The Oklahoma State Game and Fish
Commission stocked the lake with bass,
bream, crappie, and perch. Cronkhite then
constructed a cabin on the north shore of
the lake as a summer home for his family.
J.B. and his brother planned a recreational
development for “Big Springs Resort” on
Cronkhite Lake, but those plans were
abandoned in 1925 after Cronkhite’s wife
Figure 2.10 – Bathhouse at Roman Nose
drowned in the lake.
State Park
The Cronkhite family and visitors accessed the property by the Choctaw Northern Railroad along
a 106-mile line from Watonga to the Kansas border (Weber, 1994). This railroad is shown on a
historic map of the area found on page 7 (Figure 2.4) of this report. In 1926, after the Rock
Island system acquired rights to the Choctaw Northern Railroad Company, this branch line
through the canyon was abandoned. All of the rails, ties, and a wooden trestle over Bitter Creek
were removed, leaving few visible reminders of the former railroad bed.
During 1935, under federal legislation the National Park Service began cooperative efforts with
states across the country to develop state parks. Blaine County residents and Watonga city
officials recognized the potential of the planned Big Springs Resort for the state park
development project. They negotiated a price of $9,080 to purchase 360-acres from J.B.
Cronkhite, and acquired the resort and surrounding property. Through several efforts to raise
funds in the city and the county, the Watonga Chamber of Commerce accumulated $12,000 for
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the park project. On June 18, 1935, the Chamber reached a 99-year lease agreement with the
state of Oklahoma for the 360-acre Cronkhite property. Six months later, the City acquired 160acres of Indian land (belonging to the Roman Nose family) north of the Cronkhite acreage for
$2,294, and added this to the lease area (Weber, 1959). The land acquisitions are illustrated in
Figure 2.10 on the preceding page. This 520-acre property, now Roman Nose State Park, belongs
to the City of Watonga under lease to the State of Oklahoma; the lease expires in 2034 (See
agreement in Appendix B; additional maps are also in Appendix B.).
With the arrival of the CCC in 1935, major improvements for recreational use of Roman Nose
State Park began. The National Park Service provided the most substantial funding for these
efforts; they also provided the technical and engineering resources necessary for construction.
The first development was an in-ground bunker, a magazine for explosives, which were utilized
in the construction of trails and roads. According to Weber, remnants of this bunker exist in the
park today and have been recently located by park staff along Highway 8A.
The park opened in 1937 and was primarily used for picnicking; the physical structures and
facilities for visitors were not yet completed. Initially, the park was named Big Springs State
Park in honor of the resort that the Cronkhite family had planned. A state geologist, however,
noted that “Big Springs” and other similar names were common for parks throughout the country
and in the region. In fact, also in development at the time was Boiling Springs State Park in
northwest Oklahoma. Thus, the Division of State Parks changed the park name to Roman Nose
State Park to honor the Indian family that had owned much of the property.
On July 31, 1938, the swimming pool was opened allowing adults to swim for ten cents per
person. Initially, the pool was filled by water diverted from Bitter Creek. That continued until
1968 when water from two wells located southeast of the park was utilized to fill the pool. The
pool design included plans to construct two open-air rock basins that would allow the sun to
warm the water, which was 55o to 60o when drawn from the creek. This design did not function
properly and the pool water was cold even on the hottest of summer days (Weber, 1994).
Shortly after the pool was completed, the CCC added a bathhouse (Figure 2.10) built of native
stones. At the time, the bathhouse cost approximately $10,000, and added greatly to the

Sec. 23, T17N, R12W

Transaction 1A: 40 acres (NE/4,
SE/4, Sec. 23, T17N, R12W)

Sec. 24, T17N, R12W
4

5
2

3

Transaction 2: 80 acres (S/2,
NW/4, Sec. 24, T17N, R12W)

1A
1B

Transaction 1B: 320 acres (S/2,
Sec. 24, T17N, R12W)

Transaction 3: 80 acres (S/2, NE/4,
Sec. 24, T17N, R12W)

1B

Figure 2.11 – Land acquisitions for Roman
Nose State Park
(dotted lines) Source: Weber, 1994.
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Transaction 4: 20 acres (SE/4, N/2,
NE/4, Sec. 24, T17N, R12W)
Transaction 5: 60 acres (N/2,
NE/4, Sec. 24, T17N, R12W)

enjoyment of the facility. Portions of the original
CCC work on and around the bathhouse remain,
although additional construction has occurred in
more recent times.
To address concerns about water purity, in 1947
park staff added an automatic chlorinator to the
pool. Five years later the pool was restructured
into a kidney shape, approximately 70 by 140
feet; it held three hundred thousand gallons of
water.
The CCC workers constructed a concrete entrance
marker depicting a profile of Chief Roman Nose
Figure 2.12 – A-frame lodging in
at the east entrance to the park in 1942; a photo of
Turkey Roost group camp
this may be seen in Figure 1.1 on page 3. This
artistic sign was designed by National Park
Service employee Gordon Janecek, and was constructed with local stone materials, as well as
steel and concrete provided through the CCC (Weber, 1994).
The first group camp was constructed in spring 1948 and removed thirty years later. A second
group camp, Turkey Roost Group Camp (Figure 2.12), opened in the summer of 1965. This
complex includes a cafeteria-style kitchen, dining hall, and ten A-frame cabins. Having benefited
from additional improvement and modification, this development remains in use at the present
time.
Four rental cabins were constructed in the park and opened for use in 1942. The original cabins
were renovated in 1955 and were supplemented with three duplexes in 1963. The four original
cabins were torn down in 1967 leaving the existing five cabins, which are now designated as
cottages. The foundations of the original cabins are still visible on the landscape.
During the time the CCC was active in the park, National Park Service personnel drained
Cronkhite Lake. The intention was to dredge the lakebed and enlarge the impoundment, resulting
in a larger lake. However, the National Park Service abandoned those plans believing the lakebed
to be geologically unsound. As a result, Roman Nose State Park did not include a lake for a
number of years (Weber, 1994). Between 1941 and 1949 staff created a smaller impoundment,
which permitted the development of a new Cronkhite Lake. That proved to be inadequate for
public purposes, and planners purchased an additional 20 acres in 1950 to permit the expansion
of the lake and other park developments. This resulted in the construction of the impoundment
for Lake Boecher, a 22-acre cool water habitat for a variety of introduced fish species. With
strong public interest, Lake Boecher opened for fishing in 1952. Due to the way in which the
water and silt from Bitter Creek flows into the lake, in 1954 – 1955 workers drained, dredged,
and restocked the lake with fish; siltation in the lake continues to be a problem today.
The relatively small size of Lake Boecher was a concern and in 1954 the Oklahoma Game and
Fish Department began plans for a new and larger lake downstream. This required the state to
purchase 60 acres of additional land to the northeast of the existing property. A new
impoundment was constructed and the spillover from Lake Boecher filled the new body of water,
Lake Watonga. This lake has a surface area of approximately 55 acres and a depth of 25 feet.
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The first building erected in the park was a CCC construction of a shelter house, which now
serves as a picnic shelter. Other buildings followed in various locations throughout the park. This
included the construction of the original lodge between 1955 and 1956 at a price of $135,290
(Weber, 1994). A second wing was added to the lodge at a cost of $1,086,967; it opened in 1984.
Both the concept and the construction of the addition faced difficulties, including structural
problems and stability of the hillside adjoining the new wing of the lodge.
Between 1958 and 1960, construction of other recreation amenities began with the development
of a nine-hole golf course. An A-frame clubhouse was constructed in 1960 and nine additional
holes were added to the golf course in the late 1990s. Because water supplies were (and remain)
limited in the region, irrigating the golf course was a challenge from the beginning. Originally,
irrigation water was pumped from the two wells near Watonga that supplied the park. This
caused water problems for other areas of the park. Thus, in 1981 the park manager devised a
system whereby effluent from park sewage was piped into a sewage lagoon, where it was mixed
with water from Lake Boecher and then used for irrigation. Since 1995, the majority of the
irrigation water for the golf course has come from Lake Watonga. Due to the continuing problem
of siltation in Lake Boecher, a new lake pump station was constructed in Lake Watonga in 1995.
However, in 2017, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation announced plans to
lower the lake level in Lake Watonga due to structural problems at the dam. As the lake level
dropped in 2018, temporary modifications were made to the lake pump station to continue to
receive water from the lake. With the uncertain future of Lake Watonga as a source of irrigation
water, OTRD decided to construct a new pump station in Bitter Creek. The new pump station is
expected to be operational by late-2019.
Since completion of the 2009 RMP, additional changes have occurred at Roman Nose State Park.
The most noticeable modification is the removal of a south wing of the lodge, renovation of the
remaining portion of the lodge, and removal of the former tennis courts. Additional changes
include dredging of Bitter Creek above Lake Boecher, removal of former dog kennels,
stabilization of hillsides, underground placement of numerous electric lines, and a new pump
station in Bitter Creek for irrigation water expected to be operational by the end of 2019.

Physical Setting
Roman Nose State Park is located in Blaine County in the 3rd Congressional District for federal
representation. At the state level, the county is divided between the 27th and 23rd State Senatorial
Districts and the 57th and 59th State Representative Districts. At the county level, three
commissioner districts are demarcated. In general, District 1 comprises the southern portion of
the county; District 2 is the northern portion; and District 3 is the central portion, which includes
the city of Watonga.
The immediate environment surrounding Roman Nose State Park is often described as Canyon
Country. The multi-colored gypsum and shale canyons and spring-fed streams provide the
central features for the park. The Town of Bickford, established in 1904, was located near the
site of Roman Nose State Park as a “company built and company owned” town, built entirely for
the mining community who mined the gypsum in the area. In 1929, the mines played out and
town and railroad were abandoned.
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While it has little groundwater, the park is within the North Canadian watershed and is known
for its three springs: Big, Middle, and Little Springs, which feed into Bitter Creek. Because it is
spring fed, the Creek maintains a temperature of 55 to 60 degrees F, even in the heat of summer.
In addition to the canyon, two lakes are primary features of the park—Lake Boecher and Lake
Watonga. Lake Watonga is the larger of the two lakes with a surface area of 55 acres and
approximately 2.5 miles of shoreline. At a
maximum, Lake Watonga is 26 feet deep with a
volume of 656 acre-feet (ODWC, 2008). Figure
2.14 (next page) illustrates the design of the two
lakes, along with the surrounding topography.
Lake Watonga is managed by the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation as a public
access fishing lake (Figure 2.15). At present,
structural concerns for the integrity of the dam
have required reduced depth in the water levels
maintained for Lake Watonga. This has adversely
affected the quality of the fishery and the visual
perception of the lake.
Figure 2.13a – Big Spring

Figure 2.13b – Lake Boecher from Roman Nose Lodge
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Figure 2.14 – Lake Watonga (OWRB)
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Figure 2.15 – Public Fishing Areas from ODWC
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Community and Regional Context
Brief History of Blaine County
The following history of Blaine County was written by Linda D. Wilson for the Oklahoma
Historical Society and retrieved from the website for the Oklahoma Historical Society
(http://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=BL008).
“Located in west-central Oklahoma, Blaine County is bordered by Major County on the north,
Kingfisher and Canadian counties on the east, Caddo County on the south, and Custer and
Dewey counties on the west. Named for Speaker of the U.S. House of Representative James G.
Blaine, the county encompasses 938.88 square miles of land and water. The North Canadian
River bisects Blaine County from the northwest to the southeast. The Cimarron River crosses the
northeastern edge of the county, and the Canadian River cuts across the southwest portion. As to
physiographic region, the northeastern half lies on the western edge of the Red Bed Plains and
the southwestern half lies in the Gypsum Hills. In 2010, the incorporated towns included Canton,
Geary, Greenfield, Hitchcock, Longdale, Okeene, and Watonga (the county seat).
Blaine County’s prehistory is represented by seventy-eight archaeological sites. Eight sites date
to the Archaic period (6000 B.C. to A.D. 1), three to the Woodland period (A.D. 1 to 1000), and
sixty-seven to the Plains Village era (A.D. 1000 to 1500). Artifacts recovered from the site
designated as 34BL46 include two points that probably date to the late Archaic or Woodland
periods and pottery shards indicative of the early Plains Village era.
After the Louisiana Purchase (1803), which included present Oklahoma, explorers and traders
such as Maj. Stephen Long (1817), Thomas James (1821), John McKnight (1821), and Josiah
Gregg (1839–40) traversed present Blaine County along the rivers. Capt. Nathan Boone, who
reconnoitered from Fort Gibson to western Indian Territory in 1843, crossed southwestern Blaine
County on his return trip to the fort. James William Abert, army lieutenant working for the U.S.
Corps of Topographical Engineers, started from Fort Bent (Colorado) to Fort Gibson, Indian
Territory, following the Canadian River in 1845. Before the Civil War, Jesse Chisholm had
established a salt works in present Blaine County in order to trade the commodity with the Plains
Indians.
The area was originally the part of Indian Territory where the Creek and Seminole had been
settled in the 1820s and 1830s. Following the Civil War, the Reconstruction Treaties of 1866
required the Five Tribes to cede part of their lands. Thus, the Creek relinquished the western half
of their lands, and the Seminole lost all their land. In 1869 the Cheyenne and Arapaho were
removed from Colorado to these lands in Indian Territory. In 1879 Cantonment, a military post,
was established in present northwestern Blaine County. In December 1882, Mennonites opened
an American Indian school near the post. The Episcopal Church operated the Whirlwind Mission
in southwestern Blaine County from 1897 to 1917. When the jurisdiction of the Darlington
Agency was divided in 1903, the Cheyenne-Arapaho Agency was established at Cantonment.
After the Cheyenne and Arapaho took land allotments, their reservation was opened to nonIndian settlers on April 19, 1892. The county was organized on that date as “C” County. The
southwest portion of the county south of the Canadian River was part of the Wichita and Caddo
reservation and was opened to settlers on August 8, 1901.
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Early settlers opened towns and farmed the sandy-loam soil. They grew wheat, corn, cotton, oats,
Kaffir corn, broomcorn, sorghum, hay, and Irish potatoes. Cotton gins, mills, and grain elevators
soon appeared in the towns of Geary, Greenfield, Hitchcock, Okeene, and Watonga. The
outcropping of gypsum attracted at least six plaster mills, and a plant was established at Southard
in 1905. The county court house, constructed in Watonga in 1906, is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places (NR 84002972). At 1907 statehood Blaine County’s population stood
at 17,227, rose to 17,960 in 1910, and declined to 15,875 in 1920.
Cattle drives from Texas to Kansas followed the Caldwell Trail, which was situated west of
Cantonment. A military road connected Fort Reno and Cantonment. The Southern Stage
Company and the Concord Stage served the citizens until railroads were built in the early 1900s.
The Enid and Anadarko Railway (later the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway)
constructed a line between Enid and Greenfield in 1901–02. Between 1901 and 1903 the
Blackwell, Enid and Southwestern Railroad (later the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway) ran a
line from Darrow, Blaine County, to the Red River. In 1905 the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient
Railway finished a line from Fairview, Major County, to Oakwood, Dewey County, cutting
across the northwest corner of Blaine County. After U.S. Highways 270 and 281 were
constructed, the Southwest Greyhound and the Red Ball bus lines served county residents.
Blaine County population peaked at 20,452 in 1930. During the 1930s several New Deal
programs helped employ county residents. Through the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC),
young men built Roman Nose State Park, opened in 1937. Another CCC camp worked on soil
conservation at Geary. The Watonga National Guard Armory (NR 94000491) and schools and
libraries were among the Works Progress Administration (WPA) projects benefiting the county.
The U.S. Census reported populations of 18,543 in 1940, 15,049 in 1950, 12,077 in 1960, 11,794
in 1970, 13,443 in 1980, and 11,470 in 1990.
Prominent Oklahomans who have lived in Blaine County include authors William Cunningham,
Earnest Hoberecht, Sidney Stewart, Fleta Campbell Springer, and Maud Richmond Calvert.
Thompson B. Ferguson served as territorial governor. His wife, Elva Ferguson, was significant
in her own right as journalist and editor of the Watonga Republican newspaper. Dr. Earl D.
McBride, prominent bone specialist and founder of the McBride Clinic and Bone and Joint
Hospital in Oklahoma City, once resided in Watonga.
At the turn of the twenty-first century Blaine County had a population of 11,976. In 2010 there
were 11,943 residents with a distribution of 79.0 percent white, 8.0 percent American Indian, 2.6
percent African American, and 0.2 percent Asian. Hispanic ethnicity was identified as 24.1
percent. In 1997 agricultural production occurred on 841 farms comprising 546,677 acres,
compared to 2,709 farms utilizing 533,344 acres in the 1930s. Health care service and
manufacturing provided the major employment opportunities. Points of interest included Roman
Nose State Park, Canton Lake, Thompson B. Ferguson Home, and the Watonga Cheese Factory.
The unincorporated town of Southard had two listings in the National Register of Historic
Places: the Old Plant Office Building of the United States Gypsum Company (NR 83002074)
and the Old Salt Works site (NR 83002075). Annual events included the Okeene rattlesnake
hunt, the Walleye Rodeo (fishing derby) at Canton Lake, and the Watonga Cheese Festival.”
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Demographic and Socioeconomic Conditions and Impact
The U.S. Bureau of Census provides summary data related to the demographic profile of the
residents of Blaine County. The 2010 Census provided the statistical basis for the detail related
to the population of Blaine County. In addition, the Bureau of Census provides population
estimates based upon the 2010 Census. These estimates are projected in several tables into 2015.
The following tables provide this summary based upon data retrieved during November 2018
from https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/cf/1.0/en/county/Blaine County,
Oklahoma/POPULATION/DECENNIAL_CNT.
Table 2.1 – Population of Blaine County
Year
Blaine County

2010

2015

2017 estimate

11,943

9,739

9,498

The population of Blaine County has decreased steadily since the 2010 census. This decrease has
been at a rate of 20.4% over the years between 2010 and 2017. Since 2000, Blaine County has
been decreasing in population, following a pattern held in common with numerous other rural
counties in Oklahoma. For the following presentation, data from the 2010 census will be
presented as will projected data for more recent years.
Interestingly, Blaine County reports a population in which the median age of male residents is
1.0 years higher than the median age for resident females, but for which the male population is
16% higher than the female population. In addition, Blaine County shows a population with less
diversity than that present within the population for the state of Oklahoma with the notable
exception of Hispanic/Latino. Blaine County reports a population in which 3.8% of the residents
represent two or more races. This composition of the population represents part of the history of
the county and a trend noted by the U.S. Bureau of Census with increasing numbers and
percentages of the population reporting two or more races. In general, Blaine County shows less
diversity in the population than is true statewide.
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Factor

Table 2.2 – Demographic Characteristics of the Population
Blaine County
Oklahoma
Detail on factor
Number
Number
Based on 2010 Census
(Percent)
(Percent)

Sex and Age

Male

6,924 (58.0%)

1,816,749 (49.4%)

Female

5,019 (42.0%)

1,858,590 (50.6%)

36.3

36.3

Under 18 years of age

2,552 (21.4%)

911,484 (24.8%)

18 years of age and over

9,391 (78.6%)

2,762,318 (75.2%)

65 years of age and over

1,724 (14.4%)

491,422 (13.5%)

White

9,518 (79.7%)

2,720,135 (72.2%)

Black or African American

313 (2.6%)

267,179 (7.4%)

American Indian/Alaskan Native

950 (8.0%)

259,809 (8.6%)

26 (0.2%)

61,581 (1.7%)

3 (0.0%)

3,967 (0.1%)

452 (3.8%)

263,896 (7.2%)

2,873 (24.1%)

302,167 (8.2%)

Median age (years)

Race

Asian
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
Two or more races
Hispanic/Latino

Of any race

Table 2.3 on the following page provides detail on the household characteristics of the
population of Blaine County. Of particular note is the much higher percentage of households in
Blaine County with one or more members over the age of 65 than is true in the state of
Oklahoma. This factor is common in rural counties as younger members of the population have
moved out, but not to the contrasting extent shown in Blaine County. On most measures related
to household characteristics, Blaine County is dissimilar from the household characteristics
represented across Oklahoma. This is particularly evident in number of households with persons
65 years of age and above, lower percentage of occupied housing units, higher percentage of
vacant housing units, higher percentage of owner occupied housing units and related lower
percentage of renter occupied housing.
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Table 2.3 – Household Characteristics in Blaine County
Blaine County
Oklahoma
Household Related Factor
Number (Percent) Number (Percent)
Number of households

3,959

1,421,705

Population in households

9,753 (81.7%)

3,563,497 (96.9%)

Households with a child or children under 18

1,253 (31.6%)

425,149 (29.9%)

Households with person 65 years and over

1,232 (31.1%)

140,851 (9.9%)

Occupied housing units

3,959 (76.2%)

1,421,705 (86.5%)

Vacant housing units

1,234 (23.8%)

222,523 (13.5%)

Owner occupied housing units

2,993 (75.6%)

969,959 (68.2%)

Renter occupied housing units

966 (24.4%)

451,746 (31.8%)

One characteristic on which the population of Blaine County differs from that across Oklahoma
is household income. The median household income in Blaine County is $1,500 above the
statewide average. Median household income as reported by the U.S. Bureau of Census may be
somewhat misleading: by definition 50% of the population in the county is above the median
income level and 50% is below that number. In Blaine County, the mean household income is
$57,742 indicating that a small number of residents are in the upper levels of income while a
larger number are in the lower income categories. About 4.0% of households in Blaine County
report incomes of over $150,000, with an additional 9.7% above $100,000.
It is equally important to recognize that 20.1% of the population of Blaine County is identified as
being below federal poverty guidelines. The percentage of households below poverty levels and
the percentage of individuals in those households are above the comparable statistics for the state
of Oklahoma. It can be concluded that the residents of Blaine County are financially limited as
compared to the general population of Oklahoma.
Table 2.4 – Financial Characteristics in Blaine County
Characteristic or Factor

Blaine County

Median household income

Oklahoma

$44,216

$42,979

Households below poverty level

12.6%

11.9%

Individuals below poverty level

20.1%

16.2%
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Residents of Blaine County also present education characteristics that are associated with the
financial status of the county. In Blaine County, the greatest variation from the statewide
educational pattern is in the percentage of individuals with high school diplomas or equivalent
educational achievement. County residents have achieved a higher percentage at this level. But
Blaine County lags behind state statistics for education beyond the high school diploma.
Education levels have been shown to be highly correlated with other economic measures.
Table 2.5 – Education Characteristics in Blaine County
Blaine County
Educational Attainment
(Percent)
6,965 persons 25 years of age and above

Oklahoma
Number
(Percent)

Less than 9th grade

5.9%

115,248 (4.8%)

9th to 12th grade, no diploma

9.1%

232,987 (9.8%)

High school diploma or equivalency

38.1%

775,478 (32.6%)

Some college, no degree

23.5%

559,367 (23.5%)

Associate’s degree

6.5%

159,557 (6.7%)

Bachelor’s degree

12.4%

362,043 (15.2%)

4.6%

176,139 (7.4%)

Graduate or professional degree

Table 2.6 – Employment Characteristics in Blaine County
Blaine County
Oklahoma
Characteristic or Factor
Number (Percent) Number (Percent)
Population in the labor force (16 years and over)

3,538

1,806,858 (63.0%)

Employed

3,442 (97.3%)

1,674,765 (92.3%)

Private wage and salary workers

2,247 (65.3%)

1,260,965 (75.3%)

Government workers

804 (23.4%)

285,562 (17.1%)

Self-employed (non-incorporated business)

354 (10.3%)

124,013 (7.4%)

37 (1.1%)

4,225 (0.3%)

Unpaid family workers

Another demographic factor that is highly correlated with financial characteristics and
educational characteristics is employment. The employment figures for Blaine County are
reported in Table 2.6. As of 2016, Blaine County reported unemployment to be approximately
2.7% as compared with a statewide 7.7%. While those percentages have changed since 2010 as
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economic conditions have improved, Blaine County continues to show lower unemployment
than is true statewide. The employment status in Blaine County has varied considerably over the
past decade, largely reflecting activity in the energy industry.
In summary, Blaine County comprises a rural area with approximately 12.7 persons per square
mile as compared to an average of 50.3 for Oklahoma. The county population shows an average
household income above the statewide average; however, a higher percentage of Blaine County
residents are below the poverty level than is true statewide. A higher percentage of residents of
the county have achieved their high school diplomas, but the county is below statewide
educational statistics at higher levels of education.

Brief History of Human Settlement
A segment of the North Canadian River is located in the region, permitting accessibility and
livability in the canyons and sheltered areas of the plains. Archaeological evidence indicates that
human activity has persisted in Blaine County since the Archaic period (6000 BCE to 1 CE).
Eight sites date from this period, while an additional three sites from the Woodland period (1 CE
to 1000 CE) have been identified within the county. Among the 78 archaeological sites identified
in Blaine County, the dominant number of sites (67) represent the Plains Village period (1000
CE to 1500 CE) (Wilson, 2008).
American Indian tribes representing various plains nations made use of this area as hunting
grounds, and likely wintered in villages located in the canyons within current day Roman Nose
State Park. After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, white explorers and traders including Major
Stephen H. Long (1817), Thomas James (1821), John McKnight (1821), and Josiah Gregg (1839
– 1840) traversed the area. Later in the 19th century explorers included Nathan Boone, James
William Abert, and various military expeditions (Wilson, 2008). The rivers and creeks served as
the principal avenues for these explorations. Prior to the Civil War, Jesse Chisholm established a
salt works and related trade based out of Blaine County.
During the 1820s and 1830s this portion of Oklahoma was originally assigned to the relocated
Creek and Seminole nations. However, treaties following the Civil War—particularly the

Figure 2.16 – 1872 Map of Indian land allotment
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Reconstruction Treaties of 1866—altered that arrangement. The treaty required the Five
Civilized Tribes to relinquish much of their land in the western part of Oklahoma territory. The
Cheyenne and Arapaho nations were allotted lands in Blaine County, supported by the
Darlington Agency. Under the Jerome Agreement, the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations were
supported out of Fort Sill. In 1903, the Darlington Agency was divided and the CheyenneArapaho Agency was established in nearby Cantonment (Wilson, 2008).
In late June of 1856, a boy named Woquini was born to a Cheyenne family. Woquini means
“Hook Nose” in the Cheyenne language, but English speakers translated the name to “Roman
Nose” (Weber, 1994). During his early life, Roman Nose and his family encountered
considerable hostility from white settlers.
With the signing of the Medicine Lodge Treaty in 1867, which was ratified by Congress in 1868,
the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations agreed to a common area for relocation in western Oklahoma
territory. White encroachment onto Indian allotments aggravated relationships across western
Oklahoma and many Indians were imprisoned. In May 1875, two Arapahos and 34 Cheyenne
were moved to imprisonment in Florida; among the captives was Roman Nose. While in Florida,
Roman Nose was allowed to attend White schools, and he adopted the English name, Henry
Caruthers Roman Nose. Based on good behavior and his somewhat successful integration into
White society, Roman Nose was permitted to return to Oklahoma territory after six years, where
he lived out the rest of his life (Weber, 1994).
Although the land belonged to the Indian tribes, between 1880 and 1895 (just before Roman
Nose returned to the region), Whites commonly drove cattle along the Caldwell Trail in the
western part of Blaine County. These drives originated in Texas, with cowboys bringing cattle
through Oklahoma to Dodge City, Kansas for shipment to markets in the east. This
encroachment resulted in continued conflicts among the Indians and Whites in the region.
During this period, the United States Congress passed the Dawes Allotment Act (1887)—
legislation that broke up the reservation system and allotted 160-acre parcels to each Indian
family. In 1891, Henry Roman Nose and his family selected their allotments. Henry Roman
Nose selected 160 acres described as the “northwest quarter of section 24, township 17 north,
range 12 west.” Standing Roman Nose, Henry’s wife, claimed 160 acres north of the property
claimed by Henry. In the name of and on the behalf of John Roman Nose, Henry’s young son,
Henry claimed 160 acres to the south of his initial claim. On behalf of his daughter, Amanda,
Henry claimed an additional 160 acres south of the area claimed for John (Weber, 1994).
Henry’s original claim, as well as that of other family members, encompassed the property that
would become Roman Nose State Park (See Appendix B).
Once the Indian land claims were allotted to tribal families, land runs were utilized to permit
white settlers to claim lands within the county on what were deemed to be excess lands. The
fourth land opening on April 19, 1892, released most of the area in what is now Blaine County to
non-Indian settlers. The county seat was located in the newly formed city of Watonga, just south
of what would become Roman Nose State Park. Watonga was named for an Arapaho chief,
Black Coyote.
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Competing and Complementary Recreational Opportunities
With several lakes in the county and nearby region, the area surrounding Roman Nose State Park
offers a variety of recreational activities. In 1966, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation (ODWC) constructed American Horse Lake, which is located 10 miles west of
Geary and approximately 22 miles from Roman Nose State Park. It provides a boat ramp, picnic
area, fishing, and primitive camping (no modern facilities) for recreational use.
To the northwest of Roman Nose State Park, the U.S. Corps of Engineers manages Canton Lake,
constructed in 1948. Fishing is a primary activity in this lake, and a Walleye Rodeo drawing
150,000 to 200,000 people is held each May. Canton Lake also offers areas for swimming,
boating and a marina, picnicking, camping, and hunting. The area encompasses five multi-use
recreation areas, which include nature trails, a visitor center, amphitheater, and an active prairie
dog town. The public can hunt on a wildlife management area that encompasses 14,862 acres in
the Canton Lake area. Year-round hunting is allowed for bobwhite quail, deer, waterfowl,
squirrel, wild turkey, and dove. Several smaller lakes and ponds in the area offer additional
fishing locations.
In addition to fishing, visitors to Blaine County can play golf on four public courses within 20
miles of Roman Nose State Park; one course is in the park, and others may be found in Okeene,
Watonga, and Longdale.
One of the most prominent festivals drawing 10,000+ tourists and visitors to the state park area
was the Watonga Cheese Festival, a combination art show and food contest. The festival has
been held in October for the past 30 years, but the Watonga Cheese plant was severely damaged
by flooding after Tropical Storm Erin hit the area in 2007. The plant has not reopened and the
future of the festival is unclear, although the festival moved to downtown Watonga in 2009.
The Watonga Chamber of Commerce, in connection with the Friends of Roman Nose State Park,
hosts a trout derby in Roman Nose State Park each March. Trout are stocked annually to
encourage this activity. Staff at the park indicated that about 875 people attended the trout derby,
while the Watonga Chamber of Commerce reported 200 registrants in past years.
Originally, planners for Oklahoma State Parks were motivated by a desire to have a park within
driving distance of the
majority of the state’s
residents. Thus, the choice
of locations for the original
parks included proximity to
population centers as well
as aesthetic values. While
the original intent has been
modified by improvements
in highways and motor
vehicles, the community
Roman Nose State Park
and regional context of any
park remains an important
consideration in its
Figure 2.17 – Roman Nose State Park is situated
continued development.
between two eco-regions
The following discussion
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provides information about the human context for the development and operation of the areas in
and around Roman Nose State Park.
The park is situated on the edge of two major ecosystems in this region: the central Mixed-Grass
Prairie and the Crosstimbers/Southern Tallgrass Prairie (see Figure 2.17). The North Canadian
River bisects the county from the northwest to the southeast. The Cimarron River crosses the
northeastern edge of the county, while the South Canadian River cuts across the southwest
portion. The area is marked by a transition in elevation, rainfall, flora, and fauna.

Natural Resources in the Park
Climate and Air Quality
The following information related to climate in Delaware County is provided by the Oklahoma
Climatological Survey and retrieved November 1, 2018.
(http://climate.ok.gov/county_climate/Products/County_Climatologies/county_climate_blaine.pdf).
Blaine County is part of the Central Great Plains, encompassing some of the best agricultural
land in Oklahoma. Average annual precipitation ranges from about 27 inches in western Blaine
County to 33 inches in the east. June and September are the wettest months, on average, but
much of the spring through fall receives sufficient rainfall. Nearly every winter has at least one
inch of snow, with one year in three having ten or more inches.
Temperatures average near 60 degrees, with a slight increase from north to south. Temperatures
range from an average daytime high of 93 degrees in July to an average low of 26 degrees in
January. Blaine County averages a growing season of 205 days, but plants that can withstand
short periods of colder temperatures may have an additional three to six weeks.
Winds from the south to southwest are quite dominant, averaging just over 11 miles-per-hour.
Relative humidity, on average, ranges from 35% to 91% during the day. During the year,
humidity is highest in May and lowest in July. Winter months tend to be cloudier than summer
months. The percentage of possible sunshine ranges from an average of about 60% in winter to
nearly 80% in summer.
Thunderstorms occur on about 45 days each year, predominantly in the spring and summer.
During the period 1950 – 2003, Blaine County recorded 39 tornadoes. The most recent
significant tornado (F2 intensity or greater) occurred on October 4, 1998, 9 miles east-northeast
of Watonga.
Typically, there are about 3 events each year of hail exceeding one inch in diameter. As
information collection improves, both the number of reported tornadoes and the number of
severe hail events have increased.

Geology of Roman Nose State Park
The park is situated on the edge of two major ecosystems in this region: the central Mixed-Grass
Prairie and the Crosstimbers/Southern Tallgrass Prairie (see Figure 2.18). The North Canadian
River bisects the county from the northwest to the southeast. The Cimarron River crosses the
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Figure 2.18 – Geological
regions in Oklahoma
Source: Charpentier (2010)

northeastern edge of the county, while the South Canadian River cuts across the southwest
portion. The area is marked by a transition in elevation, rainfall, flora, and fauna.
Weber (1994) presents a thorough review of the geology of Roman Nose State Park. All native
rock in Roman Nose State Park is sedimentary rock, some of which formed from pressure
applied to the layers of sedimentary deposits and others that formed as sediments precipitated
from evaporating sea water. Some of these rocks are the most common in the area and include
gypsum, anhydrite, shale, and dolomite.
Gypsum is the most visible of rocks throughout Blaine County and in Roman Nose State Park.
Some of the purest gypsum in the world may be found within the park boundaries—it is 98%
pure gypsum. Because it is a soft mineral, gypsum is easily eroded by wind and rain. Three
varieties of gypsum occur in the park—massive rock gypsum, satin spar gypsum, and selenite
gypsum.
Massive rock gypsum was directly deposited by ancient sea waters that covered the western
portion of Oklahoma. This type of
gypsum is more compact and dense than
other types of gypsum; when it is in its
fine texture form, it is known as alabaster
gypsum. When buried, gypsum is white,
yet when exposed to the atmosphere the
color changes to a dull, silvery white.
Satin spar gypsum occurs in thin layers
and can appear as white veins running
horizontally through red shale. This type
of gypsum is a product of secondary
deposits and occurs in very thin (onequarter inch to eight inches) layers. As is
indicated by its name, satin spar gypsum
has a satin or silky appearance.
Selenite gypsum is unique in coloration;
in general, it consists of colorless

Figure 2.19 – The Anadarko Basin
Source: Cranganu, 2007
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translucent or transparent crystals. When many crystals are compacted in a single area, the
gypsum resembles sheets of glass. When in small quantities and embedded in massive rock
gypsum, selenite sparkles.
Anhydrite resembles gypsum in appearance, but unlike gypsum, it has no water in its chemical
make-up. As a result, anhydrite is slightly harder than gypsum, and thus, erodes more slowly. In
the reverse of gypsum, when buried or freshly exposed, anhydrite is gray in color; when exposed
to the atmosphere anhydrite turns to bright white color. Throughout the park anhydrite occurs as
veins that run through the middle of the two upper ledges of gypsum. It is approximately 12
inches thick in the top ledge and four feet thick in the second ledge.
Shale is the most common rock found throughout Roman Nose State Park. Because it is covered
by soil and grass, shale is often only visible in the canyon walls. Most of the shale in the canyon
is reddish brown, although some greenish gray shale is found in narrow bands throughout the red
shale. Hematite, a red iron oxide, gives the shale its red coloration. Shale is a relatively soft rock,
and erodes more readily than gypsum and dolomite.
Dolomite is layered within the gypsum ledges in the park, and ranges in thickness from 12 to 18
inches. This rock is 92% pure dolomite, with 8% silty sand. Typically, dolomite ranges in color
from whitish to yellowish gray. In parts of the park, however, this rock is stained by hematite and
has a reddish color. When exposed to the
Rock Sequence in the Blaine Escarpment
atmosphere, the dolomite turns a darker
Surface
gray; this is a much harder rock than
Sand and gravel
Pleistocene
gypsum. Dolomite has been used for
Deposits
various construction projects throughout
Unnamed shales
Dog Creek Shale
the park—the base of the entrance sign is
Southard Dolomite
dolomite as are the boulders surrounding
Unnamed shales
the pool; several staircases and retaining
walls were also built with dolomite rocks
Watonga Dolomite
from the canyon.
Unnamed shales
Shimer Gypsum
Blaine Formation
Geologically, a formation is defined as a
Altona
Dolomite
particular unit or rock that possesses
distinctive characteristics including color,
texture, and composition. It can be a
Unnamed shales
single layer or several layers of rock, and
Nescatunga Gypsum
formations are named for the areas in
Magpie Dolomite
which they were first studied. The
Unnamed shales
unnamed beds of rocks are considered to
Kingfisher Creek Gypsum
be much less prominent that those that
Unnamed shales
are named. Figure 2.20 illustrates the
Medicine Lodge Gypsum
layering of the rock formations in Roman
Cedar Springs Dolomite
Nose State Park.
Unnamed shale and gypsum Flower Pot Shale
At 40,000 feet deep, the Anadarko Basin
(Figure 2.19) in western Oklahoma is the
Figure 2.20 – Sequencing of rocks visible
deepest known basin in the United States.
in Roman Nose canyon
It lies beneath Roman Nose Canyon and
Source: Weber, 1994
has filled in with sediment over
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thousands of years. The region in which the basin lies contains a great number of natural gas and
oil fields; the Anadarko Basin is one of the most prolific natural gas producers in North America.
Further, gas from this basin represents 54% of all gas produced in the state (Boyd, 2005;
Cranganu, 2007).

Topography
The area surrounding Roman Nose State Park is
known for its Gypsum Hills and Redbed Clay
Plains where three different gypsum formations
are found. Due to the underlying geologic
structures, mesas and deeply eroded canyons
characterize the topography of the region. The
porous nature of the soil yields poor surface
drainage. Where streams do occur, however,
luxuriant vegetation develops.
Roman Nose State Park is situated within the
Figure 2.21 – US Gypsum mill,
Blaine Escarpment, a steep incline that separates
Southard, OK
higher and lower land surfaces. From west to east,
the elevation within the park drops 200 feet. From
the highlands west of the park to the lowlands east of the park, the elevation drops 400 feet.
Erosion of the various layers of soft and hard rock is the primary force that formed the
intersecting canyons in this area of the state.

Soil
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) gathers data and prepares custom soil
resource reports for specific areas. In each report they define various terms related to soils and
the related capacities. Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soil series. Except
for differences in texture of the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major horizons that are
similar in composition, thickness, and arrangement.
Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface layer, slope, stoniness, salinity, degree of
erosion, and other characteristics that affect their use. On the basis of such differences, a soil
series is divided into soil phases. Most of the areas shown on the detailed soil maps are phases of
soil series. The name of a soil phase commonly indicates a feature that affects use or
management. For example, Alpha silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the Alpha series.
Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous areas. These map units
are complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.
A complex consists of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas in such an intricate pattern or in
such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps. The pattern and proportion of
the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar in all areas. Alpha-Beta complex, 0 to 6
percent slopes, is an example.
An association is made up of two or more geographically associated soils or miscellaneous areas
that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of present or anticipated uses of the map units in
the survey area, it was not considered practical or necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous
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areas separately. The pattern and relative proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are
somewhat similar. Alpha-Beta association, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.
An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas that could be
mapped individually but are mapped as one unit because similar interpretations can be made for
use and management. The pattern and proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped
area are not uniform. An area can be made up of only one of the major soils or miscellaneous
areas, or it can be made up of all of them. Alpha and Beta soils, 0 to 2 percent slopes, are an
example.
Some surveys include miscellaneous areas. Such areas have little or no soil material and support
little or no vegetation. Rock outcrop is an example of a miscellaneous area (NRCS, 2010).
Material about soils in the study area provides background information about suitability for
recreational development. The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) provides
information related to soils. The detail of the soil report for Roman Nose State Park is provided
in Figure 2.22a on the following page.
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Figure 2.22a – Soil map of Roman Nose State Park
Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service
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Figure 2.22b – Legend for soil map on previous page
Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service

Soil Suitability for Recreational Development
Various soils have characteristics that may limit development for recreational purposes without
additional investment for remediation or engineering. The ratings are based on the soil properties
that affect the ease of developing camp areas and the performance of the areas after
development. Slope, stoniness, and depth to bedrock or a cemented pan are the main concerns
affecting the development of camp areas. The soil properties that affect the performance of the
areas after development are those that influence trafficability and promote the growth of
vegetation, especially in heavily used areas. For good trafficability, the surface of camp areas
should absorb rainfall readily, remain firm under heavy foot traffic, and not be dusty when dry.
The soil properties that influence trafficability are texture of the surface layer, depth to a water
table, ponding, flooding, saturated hydraulic conductivity (Ksat), and large stones. The soil
properties that affect the growth of plants are depth to bedrock or a cemented pan, saturated
hydraulic conductivity (Ksat), and toxic substances in the soil.
Approximately 67.5% of Roman Nose State Park is composed of Knoco-Rock Outcrop complex
having 20 to 40 percent slopes. The second most common soil is Eda sand, about 19% of the
park, particularly located in the southwest corner of Roman Nose. Vernon Clay loam is dispersed
along the southern boundary of the park and in the northwest corner. The actual areas limited for
campgrounds due to soil characteristics are shown in the upper left figure on the following page
(Figure 2.22c).
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Figure 2.22c – Soil limitations for specific uses
Left: Soil limited for campgrounds

Right: Soil limited for trails

Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service
Figure 2.22c also shows similar soil limitations for campground and trail development. Those
portions of Roman Nose State Park identified in red are classified as “severely limited” for
campgrounds or for trails. The campgrounds and several of the current trails are within the areas
identified as problematic for these developments.
In much the same manner, development of sanitation and waste facilities has required additional
engineering and remediation due to the limitation of soils throughout Roman Nose State Park
and the NSRA. The maps showing soil limitations for picnic areas, playgrounds, septic
absorption fields, or sewage lagoons are essentially identical to that for campgrounds.
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Hydrology
The major rivers that run through Blaine
County in western Oklahoma include the
South Canadian, Cimarron, and the North
Canadian; numerous creeks feed into these
rivers. At 747 miles long, the North Canadian
River is the longest river in the state. Due to
the climate and geology of the area, droughts
are common and groundwater is limited.
According to the OWRB 2007 Status Report,
the North Canadian River Basin contributes to
the Beaver-North Canadian Alluvium and
Terrace Aquifer. Between 2001 and 2006, the
Figure 2.23 – Bitter Creek
level of the aquifer dropped 3.11 feet. In fact,
all alluvium and terrace aquifers dropped in
water levels, dropping between 1.79 to 5.64 feet during this time period. Contributing factors
included varying precipitation and recharge, pumping rates from established wells, and changes
in water use and efficiency in the region.
The springs at Roman Nose State Park are important hydrological elements that help define the
park. The three named and best known springs are the Big, Middle, and Little Springs in the
western portion of the park. They combine to contribute a maximum flow that totals over one
million gallons of water per day. This continuous source of water creates a stream, called Bitter
Creek, which maintains an average temperature of 55 to 60 degrees F year-round. The spring
water emerges from the Shimer Gypsum ledge of the Blaine Formation, adding dissolved
gypsum to the water.
Big Spring yields between 300 and 600 gallons of water per minute, and emerges as a minor
waterfall from a small cave eroded from the shale-gypsum substructure. Early publications
indicated that the cave extended back into a hillside for ¼ mile. The cave entrance has narrowed
and it is no longer possible to determine the full length of this cave. Middle Spring discharges
between 100 and 300 gallons per minute, and has formed a small pool at its base. Little Spring is
downstream from the other two springs and typically produces a flow of 100 gallons per minute;
this spring often stops flowing in drier weather.

Water Quality
According to the Oklahoma DEQ, 64 lakes and 8,715 miles of rivers and streams in Oklahoma
are impaired—they do not meet existing water quality standards for various uses. Turbidity is the
primary pollutant of state waters; other sources of pollution include lack of dissolved oxygen, pH
levels, and excess phosphorus. The waters that flow through Blaine County and Roman Nose
State Park face similar challenges in terms of water quality.
The OWRB operates a permanent monitoring station on the North Canadian River, which
monitors the water from the Canton Lake Dam to the county line in the south. Designated
beneficial uses for this portion of river include public and private water supply, and Class III
irrigation for agriculture. The North Canadian River watershed is made up of predominantly
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small grain crops (43 percent), grassland (20 percent), and row crops (14 percent). Irrigation
runoff from these crops contributes to water quality concerns for recreational use in the region.
Primary body contact recreation (PBCR) is not supported in this section of the North Canadian
River due to high levels of fecal coliform, enterococci, and E. coli bacterium concentrations.
These bacteria loadings come mostly from livestock, pets, deer, and failing septic tanks. The
following excerpt from Chapter 45 of the Oklahoma Water Quality Standards summarizes the
definition of PBCR:
(a) Primary Body Contact Recreation involves direct body contact with the water
where a possibility of ingestion exists. In these cases, the water shall not
contain chemical, physical or biological substances in concentrations that are
irritating to skin or sense organs or are toxic or cause illness upon ingestion by
human beings.
(b) In waters designated for Primary Body Contact Recreation...limits...shall
apply only during the recreation period of May 1 to September 30. The criteria
for Secondary Body Contact Recreation will apply during the remainder of the
year.
In addition to issues of water quality emanating from the rivers and streams in the area, two lakes
in Roman Nose State Park may be of concern. While the lakes are not used for primary body
contact recreation, fishing and boating (limited to paddle boats, canoes, and kayaks) are
permitted in these water bodies. Nonpoint pollution and siltation from trail erosion and runoff
from adjacent properties have caused heavy siltation, turbidity, and vegetation growth in the
lakes. Visitors have reported that fishing has been compromised due to the decrease in overall
water quality. In recent years, the fishery has also been compromised due to lowering of water
levels related to concerns for the integrity of the impoundment.
Staff reported that designed siltation ponds to protect the park lakes are on adjacent private lands
and are likely silted in. Because the State Parks Division has no jurisdiction over the
maintenance of those ponds, siltation into the park lakes has become problematic. In essence,
Lake Boecher has become the de facto siltation pond for Lake Watonga.

Figure 2.24 – Ecoregions of Oklahoma
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Vegetative Cover
As part of the Central Great Plains
(Figure 2.24 on the previous page),
grasslands cover most of the ecoregion in
which Roman Nose State Park is situated;
woodlands are scattered in ravines and
along streams. Narrow bands of
crosstimbers vegetation extend into the
prairie from the east. Mesquite and
shinnery oak woodlands extend into the
ecoregion from the west.
The grasslands in this ecoregion represent
a transition zone between tallgrass and
shortgrass prairie communities. These
Figure 2.25 – Mixed grass plains type in
grasslands consist of a mixture of species
Roman Nose State Park
from both communities and are called the
mixed grass prairie. While more than 50
types of grasses may occur in this area, little bluestem, sideoats grama, and dropseeds are the
dominant grass species. These grasses average 20 inches (50 cm) in height. In eastern portions of
the ecoregion, little bluestem forms a dense sod similar to that found in Tallgrass communities.
In more arid western parts of the ecoregion, little bluestem and other grasses occur in isolated
bunches, with wildflowers in the spaces between. Yucca, prickly pear cactus, and musk thistle
and are also found within this area. Staff indicated that yucca and musk thistles are problematic
species on trails, recreation areas, and the golf course.
Tallgrass prairie communities can be found on deep, moist soils, and Shortgrass communities are
prevalent on thin soils. Herbaceous plants occur in areas where grasses do not use all the
available moisture. Many plants bloom early in the year before they are shaded by grasses.
Other species depend on deep root systems to provide sufficient water for summer and fall
growth. Woody plants are not abundant in many parts of the ecoregion due to insufficient water.
Exceptions are the forests found along rivers and streams. Cottonwoods and willows are the most
important trees in these forests, but hackberries and elms may be abundant.
In areas where they exist, natural forest growth is of two broad types: (1) on the sandy soils of
the uplands are blackjack oak and burr oak, and (2) along the bottomland and deeper canyons are
a growth of trees consisting of white elm, cottonwood, green ash, hackberry, shin oak, western
walnut, redbud, and Eastern Red Cedar. Shrubs and other woody plants of the area include wild
plum, buckbrush, smooth sumac, rough leaf dogwood, grape, and poison ivy (University of
Oklahoma, 2008). The Eastern Red Cedar is considered an invasive species and is invading
many of the trails in the park, as well as other portions of the park.
The mixture of tall and short grass species includes definite ravine relief, which is generally
wooded. Extensive areas are covered with mesquite (prosopsis glandulosa). When game was
more abundant, this type of area contained large numbers of scaled quail, also known as blue
quail.
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In terms of wildflowers within the region, visitors will find several different species. Among the
most prominent are Prairie Indian paintbrush, Chinese lantern, little bluestem, scarlet bee
blossom, scarlet globemallow, silky sophora, Gordon’s bladderpod, flatspine stickseed, wooly
paperflower, prairie groundsel, prairie sunflower, firewheel, perfumeballs, and milkweed.
Blaine County contains no rare or endangered plant species.

Fish and Wildlife
A variety of mammals are found in and around Roman Nose State Park. Cottontails are abundant
along stream borders, and jackrabbits and coyotes are commonly found throughout the region.
Other common mammals include white-tailed deer, raccoon, opossum, weasel, red fox, spotted
skunk, eastern skunk, badger, coyote, bobcat, ground squirrel, prairie dog, pocket gopher, mice
and rats, and eastern mole, little shrew, and bats (western cave bat, long-eared bat, big brown bat,
red bat, freetail bat, gray bat) (Fay, 1959; University of Oklahoma, 2008).
In terms of birds, the principal game species found within the mixed grass game type are
mourning dove and bobwhite quail. Bobwhite populations shift in various seasons. In general,
birds nesting on the uplands move to the canyons or better adjacent types for the winter months.
The widespread establishment of farm ponds throughout the mixed grass type offers much in the
way of game habitat improvement (University of Oklahoma 2008).
Approximately 20 bird species are found in Blaine County year round; others are migratory.
Among the year-round residents are: cardinal, Carolina wren, Bewick’s wren, tufted titmouse,
Carolina chickadee, downy woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, red-bellied woodpecker, crow, blue
jay, screech owl, great horned owl, cooper’s hawk, and red-tailed hawk. Other noted birds
include the roadrunner, shrike, killdeer plover, western meadowlark, horned lark, belted
kingfisher, and rock wren. Waterfowl populations may be found on Lakes Boecher and
Watonga; they are likely to include American Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Northern Pintail, and
Northern Shoveler.
Amphibians and reptiles in Roman
Nose State Park and adjoining
areas include several varieties of
snakes, turtles, lizards and skinks,
salamanders, frogs, and toads.
Snakes include many nonpoisonous species such as water
snakes, garter snakes, eastern
hognose, bull snake, milk snake,
Great Plains rat snake, pink
coachwhip, and speckled king snake.
Three venomous snakes are relatively
common in the park and nearby
areas: the western diamondback
rattlesnake, copperhead, and
Figure 2.26 – Western Diamondback, Western
western Massaugua.
Massaugua and Copperhead
(Clockwise from upper left)
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Endangered/Threatened Species in Blaine County
Blaine County includes several species of fauna listed on the federal and/or state
endangered/threatened lists. These include one mammal—the gray bat (Myotis grisescens) listed
on both the federal and state endangered species; three birds including the interior least tern
(Sterna antillarum) (both federal and state endangered species list), Black-capped Vireo (Vireo
atricapillus) (both federal and state endangered species list), and burrowing owl (Athene
cunicularia) (Oklahoma species of special concern); one reptile—the Texas Horned Lizard
(Phrynosoma cornutum) (Oklahoma species of special concern); one insect—the Prairie Mole
Cricket (Gryllotalpa major) (Oklahoma species of special concern); and one fish—the Arkansas
River Shiner (Notropis girardi) (Oklahoma threatened species) (OU Biological Survey, 2003).
A few scattered granitic caves in the area support a summer population of bats. Because granite
is resistant to weathering, these caves are usually too small to serve as maternity caves or
hibernation sites for bats. Other animals enter the caves for shelter during various seasons. More
common are caves created by the eroding gypsum. Oklahoma’s largest bat colonies (primarily
Mexican free-tailed bats and gray bats) are found in these types of caves. Mexican free-tailed
bats commonly form colonies of several million individuals. They use the caves as summer
roosts and then migrate to Brazil in the fall. In addition to other bat species, cave crickets and
invertebrates use the caves year-round. Although gypsum caves do not support as many species
as the limestone caves of northeastern Oklahoma, they
are nonetheless important shelter and hibernating sites
for wildlife.
Interior Least Terns (Figure 2.27) may occasionally
migrate through the area to more favorable breeding sites
along the South Canadian, Cimarron, and Red rivers.
Interior Least Terns favor islands or sandbars along large
rivers for nesting. They prefer shallow water for fishing,
and water levels must be low enough so that nests stay
dry. Flooding of nesting areas by reservoirs and
channelization projects and overgrowth of brush and
trees eliminating remaining habitats are reasons for the
decline of the Interior Least Terns.

Figure 2.28 – Black-capped
Vireo

Figure 2.27 – Interior Least
Tern

Black-capped vireos are classed as a federally endangered
species, with an estimated population of 8,000
individuals. This bird is found only in Texas and three
counties in Oklahoma (Blaine, Cleveland, and Comanche
counties). Human development, fire suppression, and
agriculture have all contributed to the decline of this bird.
In addition, the common cowbird frequently lays its eggs
in the nests of Black-capped vireos and, because the
cowbird’s eggs hatch earlier and are larger, the adult
birds are tricked into raising the cowbird chicks rather
than their own (Audubon Society, 2008).
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The burrowing owl is listed as a Species of Concern
(vulnerable) in Oklahoma. This small bird is dependent
on prairie dogs and ground squirrels for their nesting and
roosting burrows. These burrowing mammals are
declining due to agriculture and urban development,
which create a habitat challenge for the owls. As the
habitat declines for these mammals, so does the habitat
for the burrowing owl. Other threats to these birds
include pesticides, predation, illegal shooting, and habitat
fragmentation (USFWS, 2003). All of these threats are
the results of various human activities.

Figure 2.29 – Burrowing Owl

The Texas horned lizard (also known as a horny toad)
was historically found in scattered locations across
Oklahoma (except the extreme southeast) as well as
adjacent portions of Texas, Kansas and Missouri. Many
people associate this species with an arid environment,
sandy soils, and sparse vegetation. While horned lizards
can thrive in this type of environment, they are adaptable
to a wide range of conditions; the abundance of harvester
ants appears to be one of the most important factors
determining their distribution. Horned lizards seem to be
most common in habitats with healthy harvester ant
Figure 2.30 – Texas horned
populations, sandy or loamy soils, and moderate grass or
lizard
shrub cover. As long as harvester ants and some ground
vegetation are present for food and cover, these reptiles may be found on short and mid-grass
prairies, along woodland edges, and around low thickets of scrubby oaks and sand plums.
Horned lizards appear to avoid areas of tall, dense grass and deep woods. Threats to these
animals include pesticides and drought, leading to a loss of the food supply; road kills, habitat
loss, and collection for human pets are other hazards (USFWS, 2008).
The prairie mole cricket (Gryllotalpa major) is a native of
the Tallgrass prairie ecosystem of the south central
United States. Largest of the North American cricket
species, populations have dwindled with the reduced
availability of suitable grassland habitat. Populations are
known to occupy prairie sites in Oklahoma, Kansas, and
Missouri. The primary threat to this species is habitat
loss.
Figure 2.31 – Prairie Mole
Cricket
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The Arkansas River shiner has historically occurred in
the North Canadian River, but recent surveys have not
found this species in the river segment near Roman Nose
State Park. Adult Arkansas River shiners are uncommon
in quiet pools or backwaters, and almost never occur in
tributaries having deep water and bottoms of mud or
stone. The Arkansas River shiner population is
threatened by habitat destruction and modifications from
Figure 2.32 – Arkansas River
stream dewatering or depletion due to diversion of
Shiner
surface water and groundwater pumping, construction of
impoundments, and water quality degradation (Howard, 2005).

Accessibility
The Oklahoma State Parks Division strives for accessibility for those with disabilities in all its
park locations and facilities and has an access plan for the Division. Many parks and facilities
were designed and constructed before the passage of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), and well before the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)
were developed. Further, by its very nature, the natural environment may not lend itself to easy
access for those with mobility impairments.
The technical provisions of the ADA permit deviation from the stated guidelines. These
provisions allow deviation from full compliance if accessibility cannot be provided because
(1) compliance would cause substantial harm to cultural, historic, religious or significant natural
features or characteristics; (2) substantially alter the nature of the setting or purpose of the
facility; (3) require construction methods or materials that are prohibited by federal, state or local
regulations or statutes; or (4) would not be feasible due to terrain or the prevailing construction
practices.
In 2007, the United States Access Board issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) for
outdoor developed areas. The United States Access Board has since issued requirements that are
now part of the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) Accessibility Standards and apply to national
parks and other outdoor areas developed by the federal government. The final rule became
effective on November 25, 2013. This does not apply to outdoor areas developed with federal
grants or loans or to other entities. However, the Board has indicated it intends to develop
guidelines for non-federal outdoor sites covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
and areas developed with federal grants and loans covered by the ABA in subsequent
rulemaking. In recent years, it has been the practice of OTRD to apply available standards once
they are established, even if they are not yet in force for state parks. These rules and their
associated interpretations have direct bearing on the consideration of access in Roman Nose
State Park. The minimum requirements found in the NPRM for outdoor developed areas are
based on several principles developed through the regulatory negotiating process. They include
(U.S. Access Board, 2009):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Protect the resource and environment
Preserve the experience
Provide for equality of opportunity
Maximize accessibility
Be reasonable
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6. Address safety
7. Be clear, simple, and understandable
8. Provide guidance
9. Be enforceable and measurable
10. Be consistent with Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (as much as
possible)
11. Be based on independent use by persons with disabilities
Most of the trails within Roman Nose State Park are natural surfaces, although hard surface
sidewalks have been installed in the developed areas leading to various buildings. Any one
designated trail may make use of all or several surface types. If major trail redesign or
construction were to occur, it would be important to ensure compliance with the ADA standards
where appropriate. The NPRM addresses ten provisions that must be considered related to trail
accessibility. These provisions are:
1. Surface – must be firm and stable
2. Clear tread width – minimum of 36 inches
3. Openings in surface – may not permit passage of sphere one-half inch in diameter
4. Protruding object – minimum of 80” of clear headroom above the trail
5. Tread obstacles – cannot exceed a maximum of two inches
6. Passing space – minimum of 60” by 60” at intervals of 1000’ or less
7. Slope – addresses cross slope and running slope
8. Resting intervals – at least 60” in width
9. Edge protection – not necessarily required, but may be provided
10. Signage – information on distance and departure from technical provisions
An example of possible signage for trails as
suggested by the National Center on Accessibility
is shown in Figure 2.33. As of 2018, no specific
signs have been designated for universal
communication related to accessible trails.
However, these signs communicate the concept of
accessibility in outdoor developed recreation
spaces that include trails.
Other considerations related to access for persons
with disabilities include “Braille trail” concepts
that allow persons with visual limitations to enjoy
the features of a trail. This is particularly true if
the trail is interpretive in nature, with signs
communicating information related to natural,
cultural, historic, or other significant topics
related to the park environment.
In an effort to fully disclose the extent of
accessibility within state parks, the Oklahoma
State Park Division developed terms to describe
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Figure 2.33 – Accessible Trail
Signage

two levels of access; these terms are used in State Parks publications: accessible and usable.
Accessible indicates that the park “substantially complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). The facility is connected with a
barrier-free-route-of-travel from an accessible parking area.”
Usable indicates that the “facility allows significant access. Some individuals with
disabilities may have difficulty and need assistance. Due to topography and the
primitive nature of some sites, parking and connecting routes may not be accessible to
all with disabilities” (OTRD, 2007).
OTRD began development of the properties at Roman Nose State Park fifty years before passage
of the ADA; however, the department and Oklahoma State Parks has been diligent in modifying
developments to remain compliant with the law. Thus, most of the established structures meet
the requirements of the law as of the date of the construction of the individual feature. In several
locations, Oklahoma State Parks has added accessible restrooms, developed hard surface
campsites, installed walkways, and made other efforts to improve accessibility and remain
current with legal requirements. The existing trails in these properties are not currently accessible
trails, and such modification may not be desirable. The natural terrain varies considerably and is
quite rocky; in addition, the environment includes vulnerable species. Thus, ADAAG-defined
accessibility to every area of the park is not practical, nor necessarily desirable.
Throughout Roman Nose State Park, it will be necessary to complete a thorough review of
accessibility as additional development occurs. In addition, and in light of continuous updating,
new rule-making, and interpretation of rules on-going vigilance related to accessibility is
required.
An example of this rule-making and interpretation took effect March 15, 2011 under the
Department of Justice ruling that specified “other power-driven mobility devices” (OPDMD)
that could be used on trails by individuals with mobility limitations. At present, the expectation
is that the operating entity (OTRD) shall “make reasonable modifications in policies, practices,
or procedures to permit the use of other power-driven mobility devices by individuals with
mobility disabilities, unless the public entity can demonstrate that the class of OPDMD cannot be
operated in accordance with legitimate safety requirements that the public entity has adopted
based on actual risks” (American Trails, 2011).
Another example of interpretation of rules took place in mid-2014 with publication of 7 Things
Every Playground Owner Should Know about the Accessibility of their Playground Surfaces by
the U.S. Access Board and the National Center on Accessibility.
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Chapter 3 – Current Status of the Resource
Recreational Development
Much of Roman Nose State Park was originally developed by the National Park Service with
numerous facilities constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps. It was one of the original
seven state parks as of 1935, and was opened to the public in 1937. The park currently consists
of approximately 633 acres of land and two small lakes, Lake Boecher and Lake Watonga. A
portion of the land is state-owned, with management jurisdiction by OTRD and portions are
leased from the City of Watonga and the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation.
The west end of the park features a beautiful natural rock swimming pool and natural springs.
Locally and historically the largest of these natural springs, Big Springs, is often called “Spring
of Everlasting Waters” and flows approximately 600 gallons per minute.
The park is named for a Cheyenne warrior, Chief Henry Caruthers Roman Nose, who lived in the
park canyon near the big spring from 1887 until his death in 1917.
The development of features to accommodate recreational use began in the early 20th century.
That development has continued and accumulated over more than eight decades, resulting in a
park with significant modifications to the natural environment. Since its inception, Roman Nose
has been viewed and managed as a resort park, supporting a range of recreational uses. Figure
3.2 is a map provided to park visitors that displays the major recreation sites and features found
within the park. At present, this is one of several maps available to the public as provided online
or on-site, each of which presents some variation in detail. For ease in orientation to the
discussion, Roman Nose State Park is presented from entry on the south along State Highway 8A
continuing westward through the park along State Highway 8A. Multiple spurs radiating from
the highway permit access to the various features within the park.

Figure 3.1 – Roman Nose State Park
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Figure 3.2 – Roman Nose State Park
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Public Access and Entry Aesthetics
As mentioned early in this RMP, the public may access Roman Nose State Park from the north
or south via State Highway 8A, although the highway is east-west through the park. As a state
highway, State Highway 8A is approximately a five-mile option for travel between Watonga and
Southard. This through traffic may interfere with those wishing to utilize this highway to access
the park, itself. Further, due to siltation issues in Lakes Boecher and Watonga resulting in
frequent flooding, the highway is occasionally overrun with creek water.
First time visitors to the park face challenges in finding the turn-off onto State Highway 8A from
State Highway 51A and 8, from both the north and the south. Signage indicating the location of
the park entrance from these access highways is limited, small, and difficult to see while driving.
There is no signage for Roman Nose State Park on S.H. 51 to the north or S.H. 33 to the south of
the park; these two highways are the principal east-west travel corridors.
In addition to signs, several other aesthetic concerns also impact visitor perceptions. In many
park environments, entry corridors typically include the last one to two miles of a final driving
route to a destination. It is during this aspect of a trip where a visitor transitions (emotionally and
psychologically) from a traveler to a park visitor. The entry corridor into Roman Nose State Park
is rural and partially wooded (See Figure 3.3), but it also includes overhead power lines, private
housing that is in varied condition, and night-time light that spills over from the nearby prison
when it is operating. Figure 3.3 also shows water tanks that serve the park and the entry signs
along State Highway 8A.
Inside the boundaries of the park, aesthetic issues arise from abandoned recreation areas (e.g.,
Oakerhater) and the visual intrusion of private housing across the canyon – particularly visible
from the lodge overlook and the shores of Lake Boecher. For many park visitors, the view of
private homes from inside the park property is an encroachment on their recreational experience
within Roman Nose. These perceptions were reported in surveys of visitors, web logs, and staff
comments of input from visitors.

Figure 3.3 – Sites at entries to
Roman Nose State Park
Top left: park water tanks
Top right: west entry sign
Right: south entry sign
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Park Office, Pro Shop and Golf
Course
The golf Pro Shop, several fairways and greens
are located along State Highway 8A near the
southeastern entrance into the park. The Aframe structure houses the park office and the
Pro Shop which serves the golf course. The Pro
Shop offers rental clubs, motorized carts,
Figure 3.4 –Roman Nose Golf Pro Shop

and pull carts as well as a small retail sales area with vending machines containing snacks. An
adjoining room serves as a gathering location for golfers or other visitors to the park. However,
this room is two stair steps below the general public area. This structure has been modified to
make the main area accessible to those with mobility impairments. Portions of the building
(including the restrooms), however, remain inaccessible because of the original design, which
includes multiple floor levels. Some of these levels are not intended for public access. At present,
the park manager utilizes a portion of the second floor as his office.
Golf carts for rental are frequently located to the west of the Pro Shop. However, storage for golf
carts and maintenance shops are situated out-of-sight for most visitors to the north of the Pro
Shop (Figure 3.5). This area also includes fuel tanks and other tanks with storage for chemicals
utilized on the golf course.

Figure 3.5 – Storage and maintenance yard for the golf course
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Outside the front door of the Pro Shop is a marble
monument to the CCC workers who built much of the
park infrastructure and early recreation facilities (Figure
3.6). As indicated in earlier discussion, the CCC was
active throughout the park, although this commemorative
monument is located near a high traffic area.
Roman Nose State Park offers a unique 18-hole, 6,188
yard, par-70 golf course and a putting green. The course
is a distinctive canyon course featuring Bent Grass greens
and Bermuda tees and fairways. Several of the holes
feature 30- to 40-foot elevation changes from the playing
area to adjoining canyons. One feature of the Roman
Nose Golf Course that is a little unusual in golf course
design is the absence of sand traps or bunkers in the
layout of the course. One sand trap is now included on
the back nine of the Golf Course. An aerial perspective of
the golf course is shown in Figure 3.7.
Marketing materials related to the golf course provide
detail of importance to golfers. The course is rated at
70.5, slightly above the par 70 standard. In addition, slope
rating for the course is 123, an indication of the difficulty
Figure 3.6 – CCC
of the course. The original 9-hole course was designed by
commemorative monument
Floyd Farley while Tripp Davis designed the expansion
to 18-holes, intentionally slightly more difficult than the average course at 113. Various citations
are indicated for the course opening in 1957 or 1960, although 1960 appears to be accurate.
During that period, the course was nine holes. A second nine holes were added and opened in the
mid-1990s.

Figure 3.7 – Layout of golf course and
tee markers
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Figure 3.8 – Lagoon, irrigation pond, and pump station
Another feature benefiting
condition of the golf course
while conserving resources is
use of treated waste water for
irrigation (Figure 3.8). The
lagoon and pump station
shown are located northwest of
the Pro Shop and west of the
drive leading to Roman Nose
Lodge. Due to the topography
of the area, this feature is of
limited visibility unless a
visitor is on the golf course.

Figure 3.9 – Score card
for the Roman Nose Golf
Course
6,188 yards
Par-70
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Roman Nose Lodge
For visitors entering Roman Nose State Park from the
south along State Highway 8A, the first right hand turn at
P20 Road leads to Roman Nose Lodge as shown in
Figure 3.10. This intersection is immediately past the
parking lot for the Golf Pro Shop.
As discussed earlier, the Lodge at Roman Nose State
Park has been updated and modified since preparation of
the prior RMP. As a result of damage from Hurricane
Erin in 2007, Roman Nose Lodge was significantly
modified and updated. In its current configuration, the
Lodge includes 20 guest rooms, two meeting rooms, a
restaurant and various public areas.
Exiting the lodge through the west doors visitors step out
onto a porch/deck. The porch overlooking Roman Nose
Canyon serves as an extension of the dining area.

Figure 3.10 – Directional sign
near the Pro Shop

Figure 3.11 –Roman Nose Lodge
Top left: Fireplace in dining area

Top right: Restaurant dining area

Below left: exterior view

Center right: image of Henry Roman Nose
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Figure 3.12 – Pool and
playgroup at Roman Nose
Lodge
Right: Playgroup and storage shed
Below: Pool with cover and in use

Outside the guest rooms, several picnic tables accompany a playgroup, storage building, and
unattended swimming pool (see Figure 3.12). The pool is fenced and gated with no lifeguard on
duty. As shown in Figure 3.12, the pool is covered during the off-season.
A parking lot and trailheads are located at the front of the lodge. This parking lot is designed for
traffic in a one-way, clockwise pattern. Trails leading from the lodge are discussed later in this
RMP.

Fairway Cottage (Laundry)
To the north and across the road from the Park Office and Pro Shop, at the intersection of State
Highway 8A and P20 road, is a structure (Figure 3.13) that has served multiple purposes since its
construction. At various times the facility has been managed as Fairway Cottage (a rental for
public lodging), a storage area, the Pro Shop, a golf course residence and during some periods of
time the building has been unoccupied. During the demolition of the south wing of the lodge,
Fairway Cottage served as an office for park staff and was not available to the public. The
facility has the capacity to house eight to ten overnight guests supported with full kitchen
utensils, living room and dining room, satellite television, and a private patio overlooking the
golf course. During preparation of the 2019 Resource Management Plan, this building was
utilized for laundry storage and other
management purposes.
Due to its location at the corner of
State Highway 8A and P20 Road
leading to Roman Nose Lodge, this is
a prime location, highly visible to an
visitor entering the park. Parking
adjacent to the building, suggests that
the building has potential for use as a
nature center or other public facility.

Figure 3.13 – Fairway cottage and laundry
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Figure 3.14 – Deer Run Group Area
Right: entry sign

Middle and lower right: campsites

Middle left: comfort station

Lower left: swings and meeting area

Deer Run Group Area
Continuing to the northwest on State Highway 8A, a visitor will come to Deer Run Group Area
along the right side of the roadway. Originally developed as a campground for African-American
visitors, Deer Run was later managed as a day use area, and is now designated as a “group area.”
Deer Run includes picnic facilities with cooking grills, restrooms, showers (cold water only), a
dated playgroup, and an open play field (Figure 3.14). The parking lot in the Deer Run area is
limited in size and has a restricted turning radius which will not accommodate large vehicles.
As indicated in the Auto-Walking Tour materials for Roman Nose State Park, portions of Deer
Run Group Area were built by the CCC. The cited features of Deer Run in this material include
the native stone that lines the parking areas. Several of the concrete picnic tables and fire rings
were also constructed by the CCC. At present, entry by vehicle into Deer Run is frequently
limited due to the chain at the entry. However, visitors can walk into the area.
Possibly of greater historic value and public interest are several other features in Deer Run
Group Area. As noted by Weisiger, et.al., Deer Run is identified as Node C and includes a picnic
pavilion in a “state of disrepair,” a stairway, and the parking lot. The parking lot is easily
accessible and readily apparent to visitors. The stairway as shown in Figure 3.15 is limited in
accessibility on the north side of the parking lot extending downhill toward Bitter Creek. This
area is overgrown with tree branches and underbrush. The vertical walls that once supported the
picnic pavilion are more difficult to see and very difficult to access.
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Figure 3.15 – CCC evidence in Deer
Run Group Area
Above: upper stairway
Right: lower stairway
Below: walls for a former picnic shelter
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Figure 3.16 – Talking Trees Area

Talking Trees Area and Gypsum
Area
To the west of Deer Run Group Area and across
Bitter Creek, there are two designated areas with
limited development. Talking Trees is located on
the north side of State Highway 8A just east of the intersection leading to the lake area. Talking
Trees is a grassy knoll, fronted by a loop for vehicles to access the area and the sign placed by
the Oklahoma Historical Society shown in Figure 3.16.
During the 2018 – 2019 period, the Talking Trees Area was utilized as a support facility for
storage of materials and excavation equipment associated with the pump station on Bitter Creek
to supply irrigation water to the golf course. Figure 3.17 documents the fenced parking lot,
storage container, and additional
materials. The excavation shown and
installation of piping and concrete
extended east across Bitter Creek.

Figure 3.17 – Activity in the
Talking Trees Area
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Figure 3.18 – Gypsum Area
To the south and across State Highway 8A is the area identified as Gypsum Tent Area, although
that is limited in signage to the marker shown in Figure 3.18. The area is accessible on a short
spur leading from State Highway 8A with limited parking adjacent to a split-rail fence. Picnic
tables, fire rings, and grills are distributed on the grassy flats adjoining Bitter Creek.

Oakerhater Area (Closed)
An unpaved roadway (P50 Road) extends south from the Gypsum Area past a gated entry toward
the Oakerhater Area. This area is marked as shown in Figure 3.19 as a “restricted area; no access
without permit.” The Oakerhater shelter and community building is visible in the center
background in Figure 3.19. While this area is closed to public access, it is listed in the AutoFigure 3.19 – Oakerhater Area
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Figure 3.20 – Intersection of Hwy 8A and P60 Road
Above: explosives storage from CCC era
Walking Tour of CCC features in the park (See Appendix C). The Oakerhater Community
Building, a bridge, and a culvert are remnants of the CCC activity and has been renamed “Pow
Wow Event Area.” As mentioned earlier, original park planners designed the Oakerhater
community area for designated use by American Indian park visitors. Evidence of the facilities
constructed for visitors to this area includes overgrown campsites, a severely damaged
community building, and roadways. Siltation downstream on Bitter Creek led to flooding, which
closed access to Talking Trees and Oakerhater, resulting in their current state of disrepair. This
area is identified as Node B by Weisiger, et.al. in their documentation of historic CCC structures.
Another remnant of the Civilian Conservation Corps is located on the north side of Highway 8A
at its intersection with the road leading northeast toward Lake Boecher, Lake Watonga, and other
park features. The rock slab visible in Figure 3.20 is the cover for what was once an explosives
storage facility or bunker. This feature is not mentioned by Weisiger, but is worthy of further
research and excavation.
For ease in continuing the discussion of Roman Nose State Park, the following presentation
leaves State Highway 8A on a right hand turn unto P60 Road as directed in Figure 3.20.

Turkey Roost Group Camp
The Turkey Roost Group Camp area is located in the northwest portion of Roman Nose State
Park and is commonly accessed from a junction of roads near the center of the park. P61 Road
leads into the Group Camp. The group camp supports 160 overnight guests and includes ten Aframe cabins (without heat/air conditioning), restrooms/shower house, and a heated/airconditioned community building. This structure includes a multipurpose room, cafeteria-style
kitchen facilities, restrooms (which do not meet accessibility standards), a sleeping room with a
bathroom and shower (which are accessible for those with disabilities), and storage space.
Outside the community building, visitors may use picnic tables, benches, cooking grills, and a
meat smoker. The community building is available for lease all year round.
The A-frame cabins are available for rent between April and October and each can accommodate
up to 16 people in a bunkhouse style sleeping arrangement. Several of the cabins would fit the
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Figure 3.21 – Turkey Roost Group Camp

OTRD definition of usable, although the structures do not meet the technical standards of the
ADA. Each cabin includes bunk beds on the main floor and a loft with additional bunk beds
above; the loft is accessed by way of a wooden ladder. The area surrounding the cabins includes
an outdoor fire pit, flagpole, open green space/playing fields, and access points to nearby trails.
Most of these access points to the trails are informal rather than planned; as a result, these access
points are not marked as trail heads.
P61 Road leading into Turkey Roost Group Camp passes through a wooded area that is also
utilized by the Stables for horseback rides, wagon rides, and feeding of the horses. As a result,
the roadway is often marked with horse manure. Stock crossings at an east and a west fence
restrict horse movement from their area into the Group Camp.

Figure 3.22 – Corral and hay crib associated with the Stables
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Figure 3.23 –
The Stables

Stables at Roman Nose State Park
The Riding Stables are located near the intersection of State Highway 8A and P60 Road, and are
managed by a private concessionaire. The stable maintains a mix of quarter-horses and mustangs
and offers a variety of guided trail rides. The stables facility is dated and in poor condition; the
stable is a remnant of CCC construction. Because of the surrounding terrain and their location on
the hilltop, the stables are highly visible from the main roads in the park (Figure 3.23). General
improvement in maintenance and replacement of several items would improve the appearance of
the area. This would include signs, stairs, fences, the parking lot, and a manure pile which is
often visible from the public area.
There is limited parking for guests around the Stables. As shown in Figure 3.23, the
concessionaire often parks a travel trailer adjacent to a storage facility.

Beaver Dam Tent Area
P60 Road, the road leading northeast toward Lake Boecher and Lake Watonga is two-lane and
narrower than State Highway 8A. The road passes through a wooded area, bordered on the
northwest by gypsum hillsides. Frequently during high visitation seasons this area is utilized by
the Stables for their trail rides.
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Figure 3.24 – Comfort station near Beaver Dam tent area
Note: Self Pay Station on left
The first indication of nearing a campground for most visitors is the comfort station on the north
side of the roadway. This comfort station serves Beaver Dam tent area as well as day visitors and
campers from other campgrounds that do not have comfort stations.
An additional feature shown in Figure 3.24 is the Self Pay Station with related signage. This
service allows campers to select and pay for a campsite with efficiency.
Little detail is provided on the maps of Roman Nose State Park related to Beaver Dam tent area.
There are two loops on the west side of Lake Boecher. Each loop is designed for counterclockwise travel with spurs radiating from the main roadway. In the larger loop with eight
campsites, three tepees (Figure 3.25) dominate the view in Beaver Dam tent area, but are most
fitting as part of the history and culture. These overnight accommodations are seasonal in

Figure 3.25 –
Beaver Dam tent
area showing
tepees
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operation. The tepees include electricity, a concrete floor, and nearby potable water. The tepees
are in fair condition with a good deal of mold found on the canvas, and worn carpeting on the
concrete flooring. The carpeting is missing in some of the tepees.
A second and smaller loop with four unimproved campsites is located slightly northeast of the
first loop.
Table 3.1 – Campground Detail for Beaver Dam
Feature or facility

Detail

Tepee sites (electric with teepee in place)
Unimproved (no utilities)
Comfort Station

3
9
1 with showers

Pioneer (Accessible) Cabin
A relatively new addition to overnight lodging opportunities in the park is an accessible cabin
built in 2008 – 2009. Volunteers from Pioneer Telephone provided materials and labor to
construct this modern facility just northeast of Beaver
Dam campground. This unit is designed to provide
lodging for persons with mobility limitations. The
construction incorporates design for a fully accessible
kitchen and restroom with a separate sleeping room. A
wrap-around patio with concrete walkway allows for
integration of the outdoor environment and the cabin
interior. The accessible cottage includes a hospital style
bed for guest use, a double bed, and a roll-in shower.
The unit became available for use beginning in late
spring 2009; it will accommodate up to four persons at
one time.
Figure 3.26 – Pioneer Cabin
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Two Lakes RV/Tent Area
Continuing northeast visitors may
enter the narrow strip of land
between Lake Boecher and Lake
Watonga. This area has been
developed as a campground with
additional recreation services
provided by a private
concessionaire. The area is
designed as a roadway with two
loops and parking along the
roadside (Figure 3.27).
The most visible features from P60
Road are the General Store and the
Miniature Golf Course. Several
parking spots serve these two
Figure 3.27 – Two Lakes RV/Tent Area
concessions. The General Store
also serves as the contact point for
visitors desiring to rent canoes, kayaks, or paddle boats for use on Lake Boecher (Figure 3.28).
Concessions include a grocery store (the General Store) and bait shop, miniature golf course
(redesigned and repaired within the past few years), and boat rentals. This is a private concession
operated under a contract with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department. At present, a
single concessionaire operates the grocery store, miniature golf course, canoe and paddle boat
rentals, and the stables.

Figure 3.28 –
Concessionaire
services
Clockwise: golf, store,
and boat rental
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Figure 3.29 – Two Lakes RV/Tent Area

Beyond the concessions, a visitor enters Two Lakes Campground. There are nine campsites
designated in this area, although one site is currently occupied by a campground host as shown in
Figure 3.29.
Table 3.2 – Campground Detail for Two Lakes
Feature or facility

Detail

Modern sites (water, electric with 30/50 amp)
Modern site designated as accessible
Unimproved (no utilities)
Comfort Station

7
1
1
In General Store

Medicine Road Village
P60 Road leads uphill directly
across from Two Lakes
Campground into private property
identified as Medicine Road Village
(Figure 3.30). P63 Road continues
further into the park. The park
boundary is clearly identified with
fencing and signage parallel to P60
and P63 Roads. The arched entry
into Medicine Road Village also
identifies this area as private property.

Figure 3.30 – Medicine Road Village

Houses and other structures in Medicine
Road Village are quite visible from points within Roman Nose State Park. In particular, for
guests looking north from the lodge, these houses are evident on the hillside.
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P63 Road continues northeast adjacent to the
north shore of Lake Watonga. Several picnic
tables and sites are located between the road
and lakeshore. In addition, the Oklahoma Fish
and Wildlife Department provides information
related to fishing and creel limits (Figure 3.31).
The road continues to the northeast and enters
a broad, flat area adjacent to Lake Watonga.
This area has been developed as Canyon Vista
RV/Tent Area, the largest campground in
Roman Nose State Park.
In addition to traditional campground
occupancy, this area provides important public
access for anglers, boaters, and other visitors.

Figure 3.31 – ODWC information

Canyon Vista and Cedar Cove
RV/Tent Areas
Canyon Vista RV/Tent Area is depicted in
maps as shown in Figure 3.32. Twenty-six
campsites are arrayed in loops as shown. The
campground is essentially treeless.
The boat ramp in Canyon Vista (Figure 3.33)
serves as the primary water access for anglers
on Lake Watonga. As a result, it is common
to see vehicles with boat trailers using parking
space in the campground. It is also common
to see anglers along the shore as shown in
Figure 3.33.
Figure 3.32 – Canyon Vista Area

Figure 3.33 – Boat ramp and
anglers
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Figure 3.34 – Canyon Vista facilities

Table 3.3 – Campground Detail for Canyon Vista
Feature or facility

Detail

Modern sites (water, sewer, electric with 30/50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 30/50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 30 amp)
Unimproved (no utilities)
Comfort station with showers
Sanitary dump station
Boat ramp

8
5
10
1
1
1
1

As shown in Figure 3.32 on the preceding page, the roadway passes through Canyon Vista to a
loop on the northwest end. This loop is developed as Cedar
Cove RV/Tent Area with ten campsites. A swing shown in
Figure 3.35 serves the two campgrounds, but is marginally
in compliance with current safety standards.

Figure 3.35 – Swing in Cedar Cove
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Table 3.4 – Campground Detail for Cedar Cove
Feature or facility

Detail

Modern sites (water, sewer, electric with 30/50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 30/50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 30 amp)
Unimproved (no utilities)
Comfort station with showers
Playgroup
Trails

0
0
8
2
In Canyon Vista
Swing
Lake Loop Trail

Figure 3.36 – Bitter Creek Campground tent area

Bitter Creek Tent Area
Returning to the intersection of State Highway 8A and P60 Road, there is a small tent
campground designed as a single loop. Bitter Creek Campground tent area is shown in Figure
3.36. Picnic tables and fire rings are distributed throughout the area, although sites are not clearly
defined. The roads are unimproved and there are no sanitary facilities.

Bitter Creek RV Area
Heading west and uphill along State
Highway 8A, a visitor will come to an
intersection leading into Bitter Creek RV
Area which also leads to the cabins. Bitter
Creek RV area includes five campsites as
shown in Figure 3.37. The area is intended
for equestrian activity as encouraged by
signage and a corral.
Figure 3.37 – Bitter Creek RV area
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Figure 3.38 – Bitter Creek RV area
As shown in Figures 3.37 and 3.38, Bitter Creek RV area is designed to permit pull-through
access to each campsite. This design accommodates trailers which are commonly used for
equestrian activity. The area is quite open and roadways are minimally graveled. Site 77 has
been designed to be an accessible site.
In on-site review of the area, it appears that visitors with horses move from the Bitter Creek
campground to the north of the cabin area into the Buffalo Bluffs area. The Buffalo Bluffs area is
rarely used by other visitors and does have an open area in which horses could be exercised.
There are some older marketing materials that refer to the Bitter Creek Equestrian Area as the
Packsaddle Area.
Table 3.5 – Campground Detail for Bitter Creek
Feature or facility

Detail

Modern sites (water, sewer, electric with 30/50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 50 amp)
Semi-modern sites (water, electric with 30/50 amp)
Unimproved (no utilities)
Comfort station with showers
Playgroup
Trails
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0
4 in Equestrian Area
1 in Equestrian Area
Undefined in tent area
0
0
Undefined, corral

Figure 3.39 – Cabins

Cottages/Cabins
Overnight rental cottages are located in the west central portion of the park along State Highway
8A, sharing an entry with Bitter Creek Equestrian Campground. Five duplex style cottages
originally constructed in the mid-20th century have been remodeled at various times, including
updating since 2015. Capacity for overnight guests varies slightly depending upon personal
preference, but typically these cottages house five or six guests at a time. The cabins include
sleeping accommodations for four in
comfort, a private bath, fully equipped
kitchen, and outside cooking grill. Six of
the cabins are designated as “pet-friendly”
and, with an additional fee small pets are
allowed.
Each duplex includes a short driveway for
each rental unit. The driveway doubles as
parking space for guests.
Staff reported that all of the cabins are
rented approximately 80% of the
weekends during the year; weekdays see
lesser use. To encourage off-peak use,
weekday and weekend rental rates differ.
Cabins can be rented two years in advance
and it is common for users to be repeat
renters, thereby minimizing the
opportunity for new park visitors to rent
the cabins, particularly on holiday
weekends.

Figure 3.40 – Information regarding cabins
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Springs Day Use Area
Day visitors to Roman Nose State Park may choose from a number of
recreational activities which include picnicking, fishing, hiking, golf,
and outdoor play activities. While many of these activities can be
enjoyed throughout the park, Three Springs Day Use Area is managed
specifically for day use including picnicking, swimming, outdoor play
supported by playgroups, hiking, and family or group gatherings.
Three Springs is on the western side of the park and features the three
natural springs that form Bitter Creek. This area includes a large parking
area, restrooms, picnic shelters, trails, a variety of picnic tables, cooking
grills, play groups, and the swimming pool. The area is also replete with
historical structures nearing a century in age – most of which are from
the Civilian Conservation Corps identified as Node A by Weisiger, et.al.

Figure 3.41 –
The Three Springs area receives particularly heavy use during the
Three Springs
summer months, with the most intense use occurring on holidays and
Day Use Area
weekends from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Because of this, soil
compaction and erosion are serious problems in this area. Visitors to the area may use Three
Springs as a principal destination for their visit or as a location from which to participate in
activities while visiting other portions of the park. Three Springs includes several trailheads to
encourage visitors to explore the geological and hydrological features of the park. Signage
indicates that foot and mountain bike traffic are permitted.
General parking for guests is available in a parking lot (P10 road) on a terrace above the
swimming pool; most visitors access the Three Springs day use area via historic CCC-era rock
steps and walkways Figure 3.42. Evidence of CCC construction is also integrated into the
parking lot and signage. The walkways are shaded and somewhat overgrown with vegetation.
The parking lot includes accessible parking spaces, where a posted sign instructs individuals with
mobility limitations to call the park office (the
phone number is provided) for assistance. Park
personnel are needed to unlock and open a
gate across an access road, which will allow
those needing assistance to drive to and park
adjacent to the bathhouse. Day users to the
Three Springs picnic area for other activities
than swimming may also need this
assistance in gaining access to the picnic
area. As an alternative, there is a winding
walkway leading from the west end of the
parking lot to the lower levels of the area.
This walkway accommodates persons with
mobility limitations.

Figure 3.42 – CCC signage and stairway
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Figure 3.43 – CCC-era bathhouse
and walkways

The bathhouse (Figure 3.43) includes stonework and wooden construction representative of the
CCC-era. However, doorways, entries, and other features of the structure are not in compliance
with current building codes. The structure is in need of significant repair, although the structure
includes beautiful fireplaces and stonework to encourage a variety of activities.
This CCC-era bathhouse (with modern additions) is located within a fenced area which includes
the pool, a detached accessible restroom, and snack stand. Also in this area are access points to
various valves, drains, and other maintenance-oriented utilities. As one enters the pool area
several signs are posted stating pool rules. These signs are in poor condition and difficult to read.
The pool at Three Springs is the most frequently visited by park guests; many day-users enter the
park primarily for this purpose; it can accommodate up to 300 swimmers at one time. To
accommodate persons with disabilities, this pool has been equipped with a hydraulic lift.
Although park staff asserted that the hydraulic lift was in working condition, they indicated that
the lift is rarely required other than during training for pool staff. Lifeguards are to operate the
hydraulic lift if anyone requires that assistance. The pool is equipped with a hydraulic wheelchair
lift, slide, shallow child’s pool, and is bordered by a concrete deck and natural rocks. It is staffed
Figure 3.44 – Three Springs pool
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with lifeguards throughout the season. An addition since the prior RMP, the splash pad, is shown
in Figure 3.44 on the preceding page.

Figure 3.45 – Utility
building for pool

Outside of the fenced pool area
is a utility building, which
houses the necessary chemicals
and equipment to maintain the
water quality in the pool. The
utility building is adorned with
several warning signs
indicating hazardous materials.

The chlorination and filtration
system for the historic pool in
the Three Springs area is a Pulsar 4 System, designed for pools of 250,000 gallons or more. The
Pulsar 4 System is part of the Strantrol® Impact Aquatic Management System manufactured by
Siemens Water Technologies.
The swimming pool is at the eastern edge of the Three Springs Day Use Area. To the west the
area has been developed as a picnic and recreational space. This area includes numerous picnic
tables, fire rings, a portable toilet at present, and a playgroup as shown in Figure 3.46. Other
restrooms for public use are available in the CCC-era bathhouse. Some of the picnic spaces and
fireplaces are incorporated into CCC-structures. The playgroup is wooden and does not comply
with Consumer Product Safety Commission guidelines.

Figure 3.46 – Three Springs picnic area
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Figure 3.47 – Bitter Creek
Bitter Creek flows along the northern edge of the picnic area. Numerous small cascades provide
pleasant background sounds. CCC-era structures retain the banks along the creek, create pools
and falls, and mark features in the area. Compacted soils, eroded areas, and loss of plant life are
reminders that people enjoy getting down to the flowing waters.
Trails lead from the south side of Bitter Creek to the three springs that provide the water flow
and are the namesake for the area. The trailhead has been marked with a “Heart Healthy Trail”
sign as shown in Figure 3.48. The trails vary in quality, but allow visitors to access the two
primary water sources: Big Spring and Middle Spring.

Figure 3.48 – Springs and trails
Upper left: spring flow

Upper center: Big Spring

Upper right: trail marker Left: Middle Spring
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Figure 3.49 –Springs Pavilion
At the west end of the Springs Day Use Area, a loop trail leads uphill to the Spring Pavilion,
another remnant of the Civilian Conservation Corps. This shelter includes picnic tables and
grills, as well as two fireplaces incorporated into the structure. The fireplaces can be used from
within or outside the shelter.
Returning to the main parking lot, a visitor would encounter additional stairs, signs and
stonework from the CCC as shown in Figure 3.50. In addition, the service road providing vehicle
access to the lower level, picnic area, and swimming pool exits the parking lot beyond the gate
shown.

Figure 3.50 –
Three Springs
Day Use Area
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Buffalo Bluffs area
Buffalo Bluffs, an area between the cabins and
the Springs Day Use Area includes some historic
elements, but is not presently managed for public
access. An unimproved P80 Road, presently gated
and chained, provides downhill access from State
Highway 8A to a flat meadow (Figure 3.51).
There is evidence that horses have entered the
meadow.
However, the primary features in Buffalo Bluffs
are beyond a barbed-wire fence. Maps of Roman
Nose State Park identify Buffalo Bluffs
Amphitheater. The amphitheater and additional
stonework are remnants of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.
While Buffalo Bluffs is identified on maps of the
park, there are no signs along State Highway 8A
to encourage visitors to enter the area. Given the
Figure 3.51 – Buffalo Bluffs
condition of the entry drive and the lack of
development for public use, the references to
Buffalo Bluffs should be removed from maps provided to the public.

Park Residences and Maintenance Area
Additional entries (P70 Road) leading south from Highway 8A are
marked for private residences associated with park management (Figure
3.52). Houses for park personnel are relatively inconspicuous from the
highway. A recreational vehicle is situated off the paved road and well
beyond public view.
In addition to the private residences, the maintenance yard for Roman
Nose State Park is located to the south of State Highway 8A. This is
shown in Figure 3.53 on
the following page.
Figure 3.52 – Park residences
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Figure 3.53 – Park maintenance area

West Entrance
As indicated in this presentation, State Highway 8A is the primary transportation route through
Roman Nose State Park. The highway enters the park along the southeast boundary, crosses the
park from east to west, and exits the park
boundaries on the west. State Highway
8A connects with State Highway 51A
beyond the park boundaries and permits
easy access to link with State Highway 51
on the north and State Highway 8 to the
southwest. The western entrance to
Roman Nose State Park is identified in
Figure 3.54.
Figure 3.54 – West entry sign
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Figure 3.55 – Trail marker and trail

Hiking/Walking Trails
Visitors to Roman Nose State Park have the opportunity to utilize one or more of the trails
linking the developed area of the park to its more remote sections. Most of these trails are
designed for foot traffic, although a few trails are specifically intended for equestrian or
mountain bike use. Several trails are marked as permitting all three types of uses, which can
result in user conflicts (Figure 3.55). In reality, the park provides visitors with several different
maps, some of which depict conflicting trail use. In addition, signs at trailheads often conflict
with what is depicted on one or more maps. Staff reported that mountain bike riders and those
riding horses frequently cut access points in wire fencing, which separates cattle grazing areas
from the park. In response, staff put in access gates; this has reduced, but not eliminated, the
reported vandalism. RMP staff did not identify vandalism during their GPS mapping of the trails.
Signage for intended trail use is indicated by visual depictions on posts, some of which are rusted
and difficult to see.
Park visitors have created a variety of social or voluntary trails that split from designated trails in
various areas of the park. Some of these trails are cuts on hillsides that damage the designed
switchbacks and cause problems with erosion and vegetation control (Figure 3.55). The soil on
many of the trails is severely compacted and erosion is an ongoing problem.
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Figure 3.56 – Trails at Roman Nose State Park
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Figure 3.57 – Trails and signs

Figure 3.56 (previous page) provides detail on various trail locations, particularly for those trails
on the east side of the park. The trails are concentrated in five developed areas of the park: Three
Springs, Lake Watonga, High Mesa, Wetland, and the Riding Stables. The Wetland area is
generally accessed from Deer Run and receives limited use. Some of the lesser used trails are
overgrown and difficult to see and access. Actual trail use may vary from the use specified on the
map provided by park management.
The Three Springs trail is a short loop trail supported with interpretive signs specific to that area;
foot and bicycle traffic is permitted on this trail. This trail is heavily used; all paths in the Three
Springs area are profoundly compacted and tree roots are exposed throughout the area. Visitors
who wish to get a close view of the Big Springs walk along a narrow ledge, contributing to
erosion problems at the spring site. The primary sites along this trail are the three springs and a
CCC-constructed picnic shelter.
The Lake Watonga trail is open to hiking and biking on its designated U-shaped trail. The High
Mesa area of the park offers several looped and connected trails which permit use by hikers,
mountain bikers, and horseback riders. The Wetland trail is a linear trail that connects the
wetland area with the lodge. Because it is frequently under water, this trail receives little use.
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The Riding Stable trails include several looped and intertwined trails, which while primarily for
horseback riders, also allow use by mountain bikers and hikers. In several places these trails
cross roadways. In addition to the designated and maintained trails, visitors have voluntarily
formed additional trails in many areas. Most of the informal visitor trails are limited in markings
or identification; one example is the trail leading to the Buffalo Bluffs program area on the west
side of the park. Other voluntary trails may be found in the Three Springs area and around the
two lakes. These trails create additional soil compaction and erosion problems for the various
park areas.
Some interpretive signage is found along various trail sections and at trailheads. Interpretive
notices describe the natural features (flora and fauna) within the immediate area or educate
visitors about area history. Due to weathering and small font size, most of these signs are in poor
condition and difficult to read. Figure 3.57 on the preceding page depicts two such signs.
As stated earlier, the trail system in Roman nose is a multi-use system allowing hiking, mountain
biking, and equestrian use on many of the trails. Mountain biking has become increasingly
popular and is now part of the Roman Nose Mountain Bike Festival held each spring as a part of
the Tour de Dirt State Championship Series (http://www.oktdd.org/). The primary mountain
biking trail is an 8-mile, mostly single-track trail with several internal loops. The terrain consists
of steep climbs, technical downhill sections, rocky drop offs, and cross country riding in wooded
and grassland areas. Another online example maintained by the Oklahoma Earthbike Fellowship
is video and mapping of Roman Nose Mesa Loop Switchback/Lollipop
(https://www.mtbproject.com/trail/7039169/roman-nose-mesa-loopswitchback-lollipop).
To access the mountain bike trails most riders begin at the
General Store and choose either the northern or southern route.
At several points the eastern portion of the trail goes outside of
park boundaries. Riders are cautioned to avoid wet conditions as
the clay soil makes the trail relatively unrideable. The Oklahoma
Earthbike Fellowship (OEF) and the International Mountain
Bicycling Association (IMBA) provide volunteer workers to
design and construct trails. The OEF provides numerous
mountain bike trail maps on its website.
Figure 3.58 documents the type of work performed by these
dedicated volunteers. In a highly creative endeavor, a mountain
bike rider wore a helmet camera and taped a trail ride through
Roman Nose State Park. One of the products of that experience
is a 27-minute video of the trail (Oklahoma Earthbike
Fellowship, 2008).
The Roman Nose Heart Healthy Trail Booklet and the Roman
Nose CCC Auto-Walking Tour are included in Appendix C.
Both pamphlets provide information related to trails within the
park.
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Figure 3.58 – Volunteer
mountain bike trail
work

Property Summary at Roman Nose State Park
Appendix A includes a 1993 assessment of New Deal-era, Civilian Conservation Corps
structures in Roman Nose State Park. Several of these structures were presented in the preceding
discussion and are documented by Weisiger, et.al. in their report. Many of these structures are
nearing their centennial and are worthy of preservation.
Appendix B includes copies of the various contracts that support the transactions designating the
property rights related to Roman Nose State Park. The contracts include the record of the
purchase of property in 1936 by the City of Watonga from the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency.
In following actions, the city leased 360 acres to the state of Oklahoma for “state park purposes”
through June 13, 2034. An additional 80 acres on which the lodge was developed was leased
through June 27, 2036 for the same state park purposes. Various resolutions of the government
of the City of Watonga are also included to support these long-term leases.
An additional lease through May 22, 2049 addresses the construction of a dam in May 1950.
This impoundment is now known as Lake Boecher.
In later actions, the state of Oklahoma acquired surface rights to 92.57 acres of land in 1989.
This transaction is documented in a series of agreements known as the Viersen property,
including a quit claim deed, followed by resolution of some disputed property. That disputed
property actually belongs to the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation.
Oklahoma law under Title 74 O.S. 1991 § 1847.1(A)(4) authorizes the Oklahoma Tourism and
Recreation Department to enter into contractual agreements for lease operations to improve
services provided at state parks. As a result, contracts are negotiated periodically for the leases
for mini-golf, paddle boats, the general store, a restaurant at the store, and the riding stables.
Appendix C presents several park documents presently available to the visiting public.

Public Access and Entry Aesthetics
One primary state highway, Highway 8A, provides access to Roman Nose State Park. As shown
in several figures earlier in the RMP, Highway 8A leads north from State Highway 8 into the
developed portion of Roman Nose State Park. The roadway then turns westward and continues
through the park to connect with State Highway 51C on the western side of Roman Nose State
Park. The entry corridor along both of these county roads is rural in nature, relatively
undeveloped and representative of the rolling gypsum hills in the region.

Park Visitation
Attendance records have been kept since the opening days of the park. It should be noted that
counting park visitors is an inaccurate process. Technically, every person entering the park is a
park visitor – but not all of those visitors are recreational visitors. At Roman Nose State Park, a
certain percentage of the visitors recorded in the park would include park staff, vendors, and
members of the general public entering the park to utilize the restroom or for other purposes. The
physical location of Roman Nose State Park along State Highway 8A, a public roadway, means
that some motorists driving through without stopping would be park visitors.
Other aspects of park visitation can be calculated more accurately. This would include those
situations in which there is an exchange of a fee for a specific service. As a result, the following
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discussion reports total visitation to Roman Nose State Park and specific usage of particular
areas within the park.
For clarity in understanding of visitation patterns, total park visitation is presented in the
following discussion. This would include campers, golfers, hikers, and day visitors, as well as
guests in the Roman Nose Lodge.

Recreational Use of Park Facilities
Visitation at Roman Nose State Park has increased significantly from the original record of 3,200
visitors for the first year of operation as a state park. Presently, an estimate of more than 200,000
people visit Roman Nose State Park each year. These numbers include day visitors and overnight
visitors. The day visitors include pass-through traffic, golfers, equestrian users, picnickers, trail
hikers, anglers, and many other recreational visitors. Overnight visitors would include campers,
cabin or cottage guests, and lodge guests.
Determining the number of campers, cabin or cottage guests, and lodge guests is more accurate
than is calculation of the total visitors. Total number of visitors should not be interpreted as
“individuals” in that numerous individuals are repeat visitors to the park on a daily, weekly,
monthly, or annual basis. Factors involved in sustaining levels of park visitation are likely related
to economic conditions, fuel prices, and changes in interests and activities among members of
the public.
Visitation numbers for Roman Nose State Park were provided by the park manager with
supplemental data from the central office at OTRD in Oklahoma City. Several elements within
the visitation report are marked NA – Not Available.
Table 3.6 – Camping and Total Visitation
Fiscal Year

Day visitors

Campsites
rented –
improved

Campsites
rented –
unimproved

Total Visitation

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

NA
NA
NA
238,685
201,039

4,633
5,217
4,803
4,371
5,201

1,335
1,503
1,604
1,008
1,373

NA
NA
NA
NA
224,064

Park visitation is seasonal and the majority of park visitation occurs during the warmer months
of the year. Camping rates best demonstrate this pattern. The number of preferred camping sites
rented ranges from a low of about 30 per month in January to a high of almost 400 in May.
Improved (hardened surface, potable water, electricity) and unimproved/primitive campsites
show a similar pattern, although the number of unimproved campsites rented during the winter
months is likely to be fewer than 10 per month. The busiest camping season occurs from May
through October each year. Actual numbers for the past five fiscal years are shown in Table 3.6.
In a similar manner, room rentals at the lodge and cottages are easily calculated based on room
nights. Table 3.7 reports the actual number of room nights with the months of highest and lowest
occupancy, followed by an overall percentage of occupancy. Percentage of occupancy is based
upon actual room nights of rental as compared to total available rental units per night. Some
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variation in the total number of available rental units exists due to such factors as closure for
maintenance. In contrast with the current flat trend in camping and total visitation, the number of
room nights in the lodge rose dramatically in fiscal 2018 as shown in Table 3.7.
A pattern of visitation similar to that with camping is demonstrated at the lodge and in the
cottages. Occupancy rates during the warm weather months are significantly higher than
occupancy during the cooler months of the winter. Most hotel operations use a 60% occupancy
rate as an indicator of achieving financial break-even points in revenue.
Table 3.7 – Lodge and Cabin (Cottage) Rentals
Fiscal Year

Total cabin
guests

Cabin
Occupancy rate

Total lodge
guests

Lodge
Occupancy rate

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

NA
NA
NA
NA
5,747

NA
NA
NA
49.4%
60.2%

5,637
5,040
5,393
NA
7,986

68%
NA
NA
21.4%
55.2%

Data related to rental of the Turkey Roost Group Camp was requested, but park management
reported no data specific to rental of this facility during the past five years, with one exception.
Total group camp nights for 2018 was reported as 4,200.
Visitation rates are also reflected at the golf course where those who visit Roman Nose State
Park to play golf are counted as day visitors unless they are also staying in the lodge, a cabin, or
camping. Golfers may include overnight guests and those who visit the park and play golf as a
secondary consideration.
The number of annual memberships for cart riders, annual green fees, has dropped dramatically
during the past five fiscal years. Similarly, fees from tournaments has declined precipitously.
Total play has not reflected a similar pattern; the total earned in green fees has remained quite
consistent over the past five years. A number of factors may affect total rounds played including
economic conditions, weather patterns, and playing conditions on the golf course.
Table 3.8 – Roman Nose Golf Course
Fiscal Year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

18-hole green
fees

9-hole green
fees

Tournament
fees

Annual green
fees

$68,226.84
$65,504.18
$64,219.95
$65,302.19
$69,207.72

$8,877.43
$5,660.69
$6,002.16
$7,344.56
$8,560.38

$11,617.03
$6,609.89
$5,480.78
$5,474.25
$3,314.74

$10,850.00
$10,300.00
$8,250.00
$6,300.00
$5,537.28

In addition to memberships, green fees and cart rentals, additional sources of revenue for the golf
course include food, beverage, and equipment sales; occasionally golf clubs are also rented.
Annual cart leases have declined to 50% of their 2014 level, while daily cart rentals have
remained quite stable.
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Table 3.9 – Other Revenue Streams at Roman Nose Golf Course
Fiscal Year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Driving range

Daily cart rental

Annual cart lease

0
0
0
0
0

$76,119.37
$67,145.75
$68,242.30
$70,884.28
$74,394.96

$6,050.00
$6,600.00
$3,850.00
$2,750.00
$2,750.00

As a measuring tool, many golf courses use a standard of 15,000 rounds of golf played per year
as the basis for determination of an acceptable break-even point. Roman Nose Golf Course
operates below this level of play. Partially as a result of the level of play, the Roman Nose Golf
Course must be subsidized by state revenue each year of operation.

Public Perception of Roman Nose State Park
At the time of preparation of this resource management plan, the authors reviewed numerous
websites and marketing sources related to Roman Nose State Park, which were provided by
private sources. Further, private citizens and visitors to Roman Nose State Park maintain
personal “blogs” and social networking sites that address their experiences and visits to the park.
These blogs often were associated with activities such as hiking the various trails, camping, trail
riding, swimming, golfing, or family gatherings, but addressed Roman Nose State Park in some
manner. All of these sources provided some insight into the public perception of Roman Nose
State Park.
The following comments are examples of these public comments and the perception of Roman
Nose State Park. These comments are taken directly from online sites and include verbatim
comments which may also include errors.


This state park is highlighted by the cold natural springs that flow through the area. This
family friendly beauty has something for everyone and is super budget friendly. A wellkept golf course, colorful miniature golf, double seat paddle boats, rentals for kayaks and
canoes. The large swimming pool has 2 slides, a rock wall for climbing and diving in and
a splash pad accessible from outside the pool area. A large lake is great for fishing and
boating. The highlight of this historic park is the natural spring that flow through the
entire area. Cold water is a refreshing respite after hiking one of the many trails that
wonder through the mountains. A general store is within walking distance of all the camp
sites. Appreciated details are newly renovated bathrooms and showers, friendly park
rangers and staff. Sites are everything ranging from tent, partial and full service. Each site
has a picnic table, fire ring and small grill. Find a favorite spot while you are there? Make
a reservation on the internet. We will be back! We camped at Roman Nose State Park &
Lodge in a Tent Trailer.



This park is a “resort” park. We were disappointed in their use of the word “resort”. It did
have a lodge, restaurant and golf course, but this is a very old park. The lack of signage is
really an issue. We had no idea where we were going when we came in and called the
park office to make sure we were heading to the campgrounds. The park office is located
in the lodge which isn’t near the campgrounds. Our site was a FHU with a concrete pad.
All utilities worked good. In the campground there was a General Store and miniature
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golf course but both were closed while we were there. We tried to do some hiking but the
trails are not marked at all and there were so many places where the trail took off a
different direction that we just turned around and went back. The Xeroxed map of the
park and trails was unreadable. We probably wouldn’t stay here again. We camped at
Roman Nose State Park & Lodge in a Fifth Wheel.


This campground is located in Roman Nose State Park. We stayed at the campground
closest to the lake. The site was a pull through and gravel. We were there over Labor Day
Weekend, so the park was very full. Pool was closed, which didn’t make us happy. I did
get to play golf on their course, which I highly recommend. The city of Watonga is about
10 mins from the park. The park is located approximately 35 minutes from the Interstate.
We camped at Roman Nose State Park & Lodge in a Fifth Wheel.



Attacked by a goose! There are lots of those critters. Actually, it was kind of funny. It’s a
beautiful, well kept, quiet and peaceful park. We stayed in Canyon Vista where the
campsites are very narrow, but the concrete pad was big enough for the leveling jacks.
The road coming in is narrow, but not challenging. I would definitely stay here again. If
you stay here, you simply MUST visit the springs. Beautiful and refreshing. We camped
at Roman Nose State Park & Lodge in a Motorhome.



The staff was both friendly and helpful. Beautiful scenery, clean camp grounds. Plenty of
family activities: paddle boats, fishing, biking, hiking, horseback trails, swimming,
miniature golf, and natural springs. The only downside was the pool was closed
temporarily. We camped at Roman Nose State Park & Lodge in a Travel Trailer.



Took my wife daughter and her little friend camping here, scenery is beautiful had a great
time. Kids wore their bikes out in the campground. Showers were hot and the ranger was
a good guy. The lake is a little lackluster and definitely overfished, there is also a
problem with the dam, so they keep the lake pumped down. Going to the waterfall was
great and boy was the water cold!!! Such a beautiful place



If you love to golf...this state park has a very unusual course. The lodge itself is very nice,
and has a nice restaurant. The views are very pretty since you are among canyons. The
park is only a few miles from Watonga.



Roman Nose State Park is a lot of fun! We hiked a mile-long trail, swam in the pool, saw
the springs, and ate at the Lodge. To get information about the park, you should stop at
the Lodge/hotel. There are more trails that looked great as well. Definitely want to go
back!



Depending on how ambitious you are, Inspiration Point and Swingback are great trails for
beginners. The views are breath taking!



My family visited Roman Nose State Park for the day and swam in the pool. It was very
relaxing and not very crowded. Afterwards, we ate an early dinner at the lodge restaurant.
The service and food were both excellent. Very fair price and a nice selection on the
menu. We were very impressed and will definitely visit again.



Spent one day and night here last month. We stayed in the main lodge which were very
nice rooms, and I liked the stand-alone shower, too. Decent food in the restaurant,
otherwise you have to drive 8 miles to “town”. Would stay again.
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This was my first time there. They have cabins to rent, a nice lodge to stay in. They have
a golf course, RV and tent camping. Even three teepees to stay in. It looks like it has a lot
of good hiking trails but we didn’t go in any. They also have stables. There is a general
store even mini golf and kayak rentals. We went during the week and there were only a
few people there. The lakes were low and I think it would be prettier if they were full.



My husband and I spent the day hiking here several weeks ago and overall really enjoyed
our trip. We stopped in at the lodge before hitting the trails to use the clean bathrooms
and pick up a trail map. The staff were friendly and were knowledgeable about the
lengths of the trails, since the maps lacked much information on distance or difficulty.
Although the trails are kept very clean and are easy to navigate, there are very few trail
heads or markers along the way and the map shows little detail. We ended up on a much
longer hike than we'd intended and by the time we found a populated area, we were
unsure of how to get back. Luckily, an extremely friendly park ranger, Martin Ramos,
offered us bottled water and a ride back to the lodge to our car. Now that we have a better
lay of the land, we are anxious to return and do some more hiking. As with any hiking
trip, bring plenty of water, snacks, and sun screen! Thank you again Martin Ramos for
your hospitality and kindness!!



Hard for the family not to have a great time in this State park. Kids love this place. So
much running room and actives. Fishing, camping, canoeing, horseback riding, a
swimming pool. Snack bar and a restaurant. A motel if you don’t like camping out in a
tent or RV. Right next to a golf course. Cabins to rent. Hitching trails. This is just a fun,
fun place to spend some family time.



The lodge has been renovated recently so it is a great place to stay. Wi-Fi is available in
the lobby of the lodge. Great nature trails and a challenging golf course is on the grounds
of the lodge.



We have eaten here several times and have stayed in their lodge. This recent visit was on
a Thursday night and we decided to try their burgers. What can I say, they were
awesome. Juicy and tender with appropriate proportions of vegetables that you could add
on as you so desired. The tea was freshly brewed and the wait staff was on top of
everything. My tea never went empty. Best dining experience we have ever had here.
Each time gets better and better.



My family visited Roman Nose State Park for a quick camping trip, and we loved it! The
restroom facilities were quite clean, which is a plus since you never know what you
might find at campsites. The hiking trails were great. We had seen many reviews saying
the trails were not well marked, but we used a printed trail map and had no trouble
following it at all. There are some very long trails, so the map is good to keep with you if
you aren’t in for a major excursion. We also had fun on the putt-putt course and renting a
paddle boat. We learned when we got there that they were also doing haunted hay rides,
which we didn't do, but sounded like a lot of fun. The park ranger and general store staff
were all very friendly as well. We will definitely be back!



First of all there is no way to get a data signal, phone signal, wifi or anything in this park
which is not a complaint, but a tip to plan ahead before you go (download maps, let your
family know, etc). It was actually really nice to not be able to connect to anyone outside
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of ourselves at the park. We booked an rv site right off the lake and had an excellent time.
The park was very clean, quiet and well taken care of. We had lots of opportunities to
fish, hike, sit by the fire and wonder around. There are many sights to see.


I cannot say enough about how wonderfully kind and helpful the ladies at the general
store are. They really make you feel welcome and you can tell they enjoy being there.
Also goes the same for the bbq guy. The general store on the weekend currently offers
bbq for lunch and dinner and the prices were very reasonable. The store sells ice,
firewood for a reasonable price, worms, and some other things you may have forgotten
and ice cream. There are so many fun activities to do like putt putt, rent canoes, kayaks,
paddle boats and more. This is my new favorite place to camp. At night you see the blue
herons coming in along the banks to nest and there are many creatures out on the trails to
see.



My ONLY complaint, and this isn’t even that big of a deal because we were prepared and
had fun exploring, is that the trails were not marked very well. We wanted to go see
Inspiration point and about 7 miles later we found home again. The trails were confusing
even while using the map. There are signs that look like they use to say something are
now faded to white. It is very easy to get lost. Bring lots of water.



We had an alumni dinner at the lodge & the sales staff was easy to work with to plan the
event. The setting is great with the lodge nestled between hills & the lake. We chose to
have a buffet meal with two meats. The beef brisket was great, but the pork was a little
dry. All the sides, dessert, & drinks were prepared & presented well. The service was
good and the staff worked without interfering with our activities while doing their tasks.
If you haven’t been to Roman Nose, you should go.



This is a great place to go, camping is available either tent or camper and cabins are
available to rent. We stayed at the lodge, it was a beautiful place to stay for a family, the
room was large enough for 6, the food was great with a good selection on the menu. The
breakfast was really good, we walked around the park, there is fishing and some people
were hunting rattlesnakes and making sure everyone was clear of that area, the kids found
plenty of things to keep them occupied it was a very relaxing weekend.

Park Management
Over the years of operation, the management structure for Roman Nose State Park has changed
at the direction of leadership within OTRD from Oklahoma City. However, in recent years,
Roman Nose State Park has been quite stable in organization and operation.
Roman Nose State Park is included in the Western Region of Oklahoma State Parks. This
intermediate management structure allows park management to work with regional oversight as
an intermediary or in direct contact with the Oklahoma City office.
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Staffing
Staffing for Roman Nose State Park has been stable over the past five years, with minor
adjustments in the full-time-equivalent seasonal staff appointment during that time. Table 3.10
documents the staffing pattern for Roman Nose State Park in recent years.

Fiscal year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Fiscal year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Fiscal year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Table 3.10 – Staffing at Roman Nose State Park
Permanent salaried Seasonal staff Park
Total park staff
staff
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
5
11
16
5
9
14
5
6
11

Table 3.11 – Staffing at Roman Nose Lodge
Permanent salaried Seasonal staff Park
staff
NA
NA
NA
NA
12
18
11
23
9
21

Total park staff
NA
NA
30
34
30

Table 3.12 – Staffing at Roman Nose Golf Course
Permanent salaried Seasonal staff Park
Total park staff
staff
2
7
9
2
7
9
2
7
9
2
7
9
2
7
9

Most state parks in Oklahoma experienced greater staffing adjustments in response to budgetary
appropriations. Roman Nose State Park has sustained a dedicated, loyal staff over the years.

Revenue and Expenses
Data related to revenue and expense at Roman Nose State Park was provided by the park
manager and the central office in Oklahoma City. Table 3.13 on the following page reports this
revenue and expense data for the past five years.
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The principal revenue sources for Roman Nose State Park are room rentals, cabin rentals,
campsite rentals, and green fees, although other revenue streams are also included. These
revenues earned on-site are detailed in Table 3.13 detailed by the three major divisions at the
park.
Table 3.13 – Revenue by unit at Roman Nose State Park
Fiscal year
Roman Nose State
Roman Nose State
Roman Nose Golf
Park
Lodge
Course
2014
$170,520
$764,423
$215,120
2015
$196,791
$738,489
$192,374
2016
$187,004
$851,487
$182,477
2017
$210,683
$986,941
$170,065
2018
$219,504
$1,164,995
$207,242
Data related to expenses at Roman Nose State Park was provided by the Oklahoma City central
office. Table 3.14 reports those expenses for the park, the lodge and the golf course. As shown,
the lodge covered its operating expenses for fiscal 2018, while the park and the golf course
continue to require supplemental budgetary allocations.
Table 3.14 – Expense and Income at Roman Nose State Park
Fiscal year
Roman Nose State
Roman Nose Lodge
Roman Nose Golf
Park
Course
2014 Expense
($469,220)
($1,127,850)
($283,302)
Income
$170,520
$764,423
$215,120
2015 Expense
($472,106)
($1,109,807)
($281,339)
Income
$196,791
$738,489
$192,374
2016 Expense
($444,013)
($1,197,256)
($252,037)
Income
$187,004
$851,487
$182,477
2017 Expense
NA
NA
NA
Income
$230,683
$986,941
$170,065
2018 Expense
($433,720)
($1,024,300)
($262,252)
Income
$219,504
$1,164,995
$207,242

Hazards Analysis – Natural and Operational
Any recreational activity includes the exposure to hazards, and the probability of specific risks
may increase in many outdoor settings. In most current discussions related to hazard and risk,
hazards are defined as conditions or events. Risk is the likelihood of injury resulting from a
given hazard and is typically defined as a probability of adverse effects from those conditions or
events. Everything people do exposes them to hazards. It is how people conduct themselves that
determines the risk. An agency or site risk management plan addresses potential loss from
anticipated hazards.
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Natural Hazards
As with all natural areas, Roman Nose State Park includes a number of hazards. Some of those
hazards are natural and related to such things as topography, flora, and fauna. Some of the
hazards are structural or related to design; other hazards are operational in nature.
Natural hazards in Roman Nose State Park include the steep and rocky terrain, flora and fauna,
as well as a number of other natural conditions or events. In addition, the development of
facilities encourages visitors to interact with the natural environment, encouraging people to
participate in recreation in an outdoor setting. For example, trails invite visitors to engage the
varied terrain and, while signage exists, distressed and lost hikers are not uncommon. Quite
commonly, the visitor is not informed of the various hazards and is not prepared for the risks
involved in their interactions. Due to the topography and remote nature of Roman Nose State
Park, it is possible for an individual to become “lost” on property, but that is an unlikely
occurrence. Boating, swimming, and other aquatic activity present greater risks for most visitors.
Among the natural hazards present in the park are those associated with weather events. The
National Climatic Data Center reports a variety of such hazards by county over several years.
These hazards include hail, floods, thunderstorms with accompanying wind and lightning,
tornadoes, snow, ice, excessive heat, and drought. Staff members are prepared to notify park
visitors in the event of severe weather, but appropriate shelter is limited. At the present time,
neither signage nor printed visitor materials provide severe weather information to park visitors.
Other natural hazards are related to life forms in the natural environment. Any time people are
hiking and recreating in an outdoor environment, a chance exists that they will inadvertently
encounter such wildlife; this is the case in Roman Nose State Park. The park environment
encompasses habitat suitable for venomous snakes including the copperhead, rattlesnake, and
water moccasin. There are no recent records of any adverse encounters between people and
snakes within the park.
A number of mammals common to the park are subject to rabies. They include raccoons,
opossums, skunks, badgers, and bats. Additional animals in this environment include armadillos
and the possibility of black bears, bobcats, and mountain lions – although these are less likely.
The wooded and grassland environment in and around Roman Nose State Park is home to
mosquitoes, ticks, and spiders—all of which may be hazards or present hazards to recreational
visitors. The Brown Recluse spider and the Black Widow are native to Blaine County. Both
spiders have produced adverse effects for humans in recreational settings (and other
environments). Both types of spiders were observed within the park making it likely that these
spiders may occur in structures throughout the park. In addition, ticks are known carriers of a
number of serious diseases in humans.
The 2002 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (Caneday, 2002) stated:
An “environmental problem” of increasing occurrence in Oklahoma in recent
years is related to ticks and tick-transmitted diseases. Although there are a number
of tick-transmitted diseases, the most frequent occurrence is shown by Rocky
Mountain spotted fever, Lyme disease, and Tularemia. A number of factors are
related to this increased occurrence of disease including demographics, living
preferences, and recreational behavior. Oklahoma has experienced significant
increases in tick-transmitted diseases over the past decade. While most of these
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diseases can be treated, the diseases can also be life threatening. Participants in
outdoor recreation are among those who encounter the ticks and who contract the
tick-transmitted diseases. A concerted, unified effort is necessary to educate the
recreational visitor regarding the results of recreational behaviors.
At the time of the writing of the 2002 SCORP, the author contacted the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) in Atlanta regarding rumors (at that time) of a mosquito borne virus – West Nile
virus. The CDC assured Caneday that Oklahoma would not experience West Nile virus within
the five-year period covered by the 2002 SCORP (2002-2007). However, by summer 2003,
Oklahoma was experiencing cases of West Nile virus among horses and humans. Often these
resulted from outdoor recreation activity, and that pattern is continuing.
Some plants are also hazardous to some individuals and the risk varies by degree of exposure and
response to that exposure. Poison ivy is among those potentially hazardous plants at Roman
Nose State Park.
Another potential natural hazard in a recreation environment is waterborne disease. As stated in
the 2002 Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) for Oklahoma (Caneday, 2002):
Since 1971, Federal agencies (CDC and EPA) have maintained a collaborative
surveillance system for collecting and reporting data related to occurrences and
causes of waterborne-disease outbreaks (WBDOs). As an environmental hazard,
waterborne diseases have always been present in the United States; however,
outbreaks linked to drinking water have steadily declined since 1989. By contrast,
the number of outbreaks linked to recreation activity has increased (Center for
Disease Control). It is not clear whether this is due to increased outdoor recreation
activity, larger numbers of people involved in outdoor recreation, or greater
hazard present in the water environment. CDC reports for 1995 – 1996 have
shown that the exposure to the disease occurred in lakes in 59% of waterbornedisease outbreaks of gastroenteritis associated with recreational water. Equal
percentages (27%) of Cryptosporidium parvum and Escherichia coli as the
etiologic agent were reported during that period.
Roman Nose State Park receives its potable water from approved public water supplies through
the local rural water district. As with all water supplies, there is the potential to be a host for
waterborne disease through the drinking water provided on-site. Such a risk is no greater for a
park visitor than would be true in a private residence. By contrast, surface waters in Roman
Nose, in streams, and in ponds have a greater chance of being a source of a waterborne-disease.

Operational Hazards
Operational hazards include those vulnerabilities to park staff, the park system, or the state of
Oklahoma that exist as a result of management or operation of the resource and application of
policy. Management and operational decisions are made on a daily basis and are affected by
budgets, prioritization within the state park system, staffing patterns, local and state politics, and
other external influences.
At present, emergency fire service and other emergency services are provided by several local
volunteer fire departments. The Oklahoma Department of Forestry provides secondary support in
a fire emergency, especially in those cases of wildfire. Emergency response time is estimated to
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be one hour or more. Emergency medical service is available in Watonga including ambulance
service.
As part of the data collection for the development of this RMP, the researchers conducted several
on-site visits to Roman Nose State Park. Common issues that could be dangerous for visitors
include play structures which utilize a variety of surfacing materials. The play structures are
currently out of compliance with Consumer Product Safety Commission guidelines or
accessibility guidelines. These play groups, other than the one at the lodge, should be replaced.
Further, weather-related events (e.g., ice storms, strong winds) in Oklahoma often result in tree
and limb damage throughout the park. The locations in which downed trees and limbs have
immediate impact on visitors include the camping areas, trails, and day use areas. Currently,
Roman Nose State Park does not have a formal limb management or tree replacement program;
this is common throughout the state park system. Park staff members attend to downed trees and
limbs as they discover them and/or are notified of the hazard.

Law Enforcement
In most state parks in Oklahoma, the CLEET certified rangers and reserve-CLEET certified
rangers are responsible for primary activity related to law enforcement within the boundaries of
the park. At present under the management at Roman Nose State Park, there is one CLEET
certified ranger as shown in Table 3.15. It is common for law enforcement units to have mutual
aid agreements with other law enforcement agencies, but no memorandum of agreement has
been established with any local law enforcement agency. As a result, enforcement of applicable
laws at Roman Nose State Park relies on the support and cooperation of the Blaine County
sheriff in the appropriate jurisdiction.
Table 3.15 – Ranger Staff at Roman Nose State Park
Fiscal year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

CLEET Certified

Reserve CLEET

Total ranger staff

2
2
1
1
1

1
1
0
0
0

3
3
1
1
1

The actual record of citations and incidents reported by state park law enforcement at McGee
Creek State Park is shown in Table 3.16.
Table 3.16 – Citation and Incident Reports at Roman Nose State Park
Calendar year

Incident Reports

Citations Issued

Combined Total

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

NA
NA
NA
9
15

NA
NA
NA
1
12

NA
NA
NA
10
27
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Policy-Related Exposures
Some aspects of management of hazard risk are incorporated into law enforcement. Park rangers
are the law enforcement personnel for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department,
although they frequently have cooperative (mutual aid) agreements with county sheriffs and the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol. Law enforcement authority for Oklahoma State Park Rangers is
authorized by state statute as follows (Title 74 § 2216, 2005):
Park rangers, when commissioned, shall have all the powers of peace officers
except the serving or execution of civil process, and shall have in all parts of the
state the same powers with respect to criminal matters and enforcement of the
laws relating thereto as sheriffs, highway patrolmen [sic] and police officers in
their respective jurisdictions and shall possess all immunities and matters of
defense now available or hereafter made available to sheriffs, highway patrolmen,
and police officers in any suit brought against them in consequence of acts done
in the course of their employment, provided, however, they shall comply with the
provisions of Section 3311 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
In parks with CLEET certified or reserve certified personnel, written logs are maintained by park
staff to document incidents. In addition to the regular log, staff complete incident reports when
notified of property damage or personal injury to visitors or staff. While the incident reporting
form requires information regarding personal injury or property damage, the process does not
appear to require follow-up with the reporting party.
In terms of wildlife, while a formal management plan does not exist, staff operates under an
agreed-upon plan approved by the Oklahoma Division of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC). As an
important natural resource in the park, the vulnerable and endangered species in the area lack a
management plan other than classification by ODWC.
Perhaps one of the most essential operational hazards related to the public is the concern that cell
phones and radios have limited to sporadic service in rural areas, and possibly within the park.
During the preparation of the RMP, research staff members were able to acquire and maintain
cell phone signals throughout Roman Nose State Park, but service was dependent upon specific
carriers. Thus, in case of injury, illness, fire, or other emergency, park visitors with personal cell
phones may be able to contact necessary emergency services. Those without personal cell phones
or with inadequate signals must use a landline based telephone to call emergency personnel.

Water Supply
Originally water was provided to Roman Nose State Park from two wells near Watonga. These
wells were taken out of service due to quality issues, and the new well south of the prison was
developed. The water supply for the park originates at that location and is pumped through a 6inch pipeline to the water storage tanks and treatment equipment located south of the park
entrance, shown in the photo in Figure 3.3. This system provides the potable water supply to the
park.

Waste Management
Waste is generally classified as being either liquid or solid waste. At Roman Nose State Park,
liquid waste generated at the park is managed on-site through the use of sewage lagoons, or
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oxidation ponds. Staff identified four oxidation ponds on the property. The largest and most
visible of these sewage lagoons is located in an open field adjacent to the golf course. This
system was designed to permit utilization of liquids from the lagoon to water the golf course.
While approximately 330,000 gallons of water are needed to implement a complete water cycle
for the golf course, about 1000 gallons of liquid effluent from the oxidation pond may be added
during the water cycle. This sewage lagoon receives liquid waste from the lodge and golf course
restrooms.
A second, smaller oxidation pond is located in the Three Springs area and serves the bathhouse
and restrooms in that portion of the park. A third oxidation pond is located in the Turkey Roost
Group Camp area providing service to that area. Another sewage lagoon serves the campground
areas located along Bitter Creek and the lakes.
Nineteen septic systems are present on the park property, most of which are served by an
accompanying lateral field. However, several of the septic tanks are served by lift stations which
then empty into one of the lagoons. Six of these lift stations are served through the main lagoon,
while other septic systems include redundant lateral fields or sand filters.
Solid waste that is generated through the various human activities in the park is picked up and
transported off-site by a department of the City of Watonga. Commonly considered to be trash,
this solid waste may include paper, plastic, glass, various metals, and a variety of other materials,
including food waste.
Currently there is no recycling plan implemented at Roman Nose State Park. That is also true
statewide in the park system.
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Chapter 4 – Alternatives and Preferred Plans
Overview and Summary
In this Resource Management Plan background related to Roman Nose State Park including the
lodge and golf course operations is provided. This background information was gained through
review of literature, interviews and meetings with park management personnel, input from the
public, multiple on-site visits, and through other sources. When analyzed, this information raises
several issues for consideration with alternatives for possible management action. These issues
are presented in the following discussion with alternatives for management to consider. In each
case, based on the available information a preferred alternative is identified.
The initial Resource Management Plan for Roman Nose State Park was prepared in 2009.
Several recommendations from that RMP have been implemented, as well as, multiple
improvements for the property. The following discussion briefly summarizes those issues,
recommendations and improvements.
Issue 1: Branding as a state park; perceived conflicting missions for units within the park.


Action taken: Purpose and significance statements were confirmed in content with
proposed edits incorporated in the present RMP; Roman Nose State Park is important
because of resources, history, location, and accessibility; separation between units has
been partially resolved with new management.

Issue 2: Capacity of the property for campers and day visitors.


Action taken: Capacity is related to quality of the visitor experience. Do not over-develop;
Repair current infrastructure before making new development plans; visitor experience is
more important than economics.

Issue 3: Capacity of the property for lodge and cabin guests.


Action taken: Lodge capacity does restrict size of groups, but permits desired experience;
Lodge at current size is meeting a local need, and is operationally functioning well;
numerous other changes have occurred i.e. removal of tennis courts, kennels,
improvements of grounds and structures.

Issue 4: Erosion and loss of the bluff near the lodge; compaction and erosion on numerous trails.


Action taken: Erosion continues to be an issue due to soil type; bluff has been stabilized;
several trails have been relocated, rerouted, or hardened; Bitter Creek stream bed dredged
and flow improved; working with Oklahoma Equestrian Trail Riders Assn. regarding
impacts on and from trails; working with concessionaire on equestrian trails.

Issue 5: Human impact upon the natural environment – water.


Action taken: Off-site siltation ponds are aging and have limited capacity; flooding on
Highway 8A is infrequent and manageable; on-going construction throughout the park;
the quality of the fishery has declined due to reduction in depth and condition of dam.
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Issue 6: Human impact upon the natural environment – flora and fauna.


Action taken: Eastern red cedar, musk thistle, yucca, and poison ivy continue to be problem
species; need to develop a vegetation management plan to address the invasive and nuisance
plant species; develop a management plan for the endangered and vulnerable animal species
present on the property; and develop a management plan for the nuisance mammals that
thrive in a park environment; need to develop and implement a prescribed burn plan; Roman
Nose State Park should host a BioBlitz in the near future.

Issue 7: Green practices related to energy and conservation.


Action taken: Utilize chlorinated waste water on golf course; work with the Friends of
Roman Nose State Park to create, implement, and evaluate a comprehensive recycling
program throughout the park.

Issue 8: Loss and degradation of historic structures.


Action taken: The State Historic Preservation Office has been contacted to determine the
historic and cultural value of the various structures with the intent to undertake engineering
evaluation for restoration; develop a restoration plan; historic structures are valuable assets;
A-frame cabins in Turkey Roost Group Camp could be removed.

Issue 9: Aesthetic qualities of the park and access corridors.


Action taken: Consider acquisition of properties adjoining Roman Nose State Park and
those that are visible from the lodge; and seek to reduce visual pollution along rights-ofway and throughout the park.

Issue 10: Interpretive services at Roman Nose.


Action taken: Develop an interpretive center, employ appropriate and qualified
professional interpreters, and develop and deliver interpretive programs fitting for the
ecology, environment, history, culture and activities related to Roman Nose State Park
and the surrounding area.

Additional recommendations: Several addition and time-sensitive recommendations were
included in the 2009 RMP. These included removal of the dog kennels; removal of the tennis
courts; improved accessibility for ADA compliance; updated branding and signage; upgraded
electrical service in the campgrounds. All of these recommendations have been addressed with
evidence provided in this current RMP. In addition, an AED (Automated External Defibrillator)
is now provided in the Lodge and in the ranger’s vehicle.

2019 Issues and Alternatives
Issue Statement 1: Qualification and branding as a state park
One of the central issues for consideration related to each of the properties being reviewed
during the Resource Management Plan project is qualification and branding as a state park. That
question is applicable for Roman Nose State Park as for other properties.
What is a state park? Jordan and Caneday addressed this question in an earlier report for OTRD
as a part of the state park visitor study in 2003 (Caneday and Jordan). As stated in that report –
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The research team believes that the term “state park” should mean something
specific. The term, “state park,” should identify a property distinctively through
management practices, quality of experience and appearance to the public. The
research team believes that visitors to Oklahoma “state parks” should know
immediately that they are in a State Park because of the distinctive “branding”
apparent to the visitor and deliberately intended by management. The research
team believes that the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department must
jealously guard the use of the term “state park” in much the same manner as
companies protect symbols of intellectual property.
An example of resource qualifications for specific classifications can best be demonstrated
through the National Park Service. For a property to be classified as a National Park there must
be (1) evidence of national significance for a natural, cultural, or recreational resource,
(2) management of the property must be feasible, and (3) the property must be suitable within the
mission, purpose, and system of the National Park Service.
By contrast, other classifications of National Park Service properties include National
Monuments, National Recreation Areas, and National Preserves. National monuments must be
significant natural, cultural, or recreational resources, but may be managed by entities other than
the National Park Service. National preserves are limited to significant environmental resources
and may vary in ownership and management of the resource. National recreation areas, including
Chickasaw National Recreation Area in south-central Oklahoma, are managed for more intensive
recreation in outdoor settings.
OTRD policy related to acquisition of property uses some of this language, thereby establishing
a general pattern of resource qualification. These criteria include (1) state-wide significance for
natural beauty, uniqueness, or other recreational and resource preservation purposes, and (2) sites
which will improve the overall availability of public recreation facilities to the recreating public
while possessing resource significance (Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission, 1988).
In addition, branding and classification of properties within the Department has varied over the
years. Minutes of the Oklahoma Planning and Resource Board (a precursor to the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Commission) from September 18, 1953 record the passing of a motion
defining state parks, state recreation areas, state memorials, and state monuments. That variation
in descriptive classification was changed by legislation during the 1980s.
Applying the national concepts to state parks in Oklahoma and utilizing the earlier definitions in
Oklahoma, it could be concluded that a state park must (1) have a significant statewide natural,
cultural, or recreation resource, (2) be feasible to manage by the agency, and (3) be suitable
within the mission, purpose, and statewide system of state parks. If this set of qualifications is
applied to Roman Nose State Park, it could be concluded that:
1. Roman Nose State Park offers historical, cultural, geological and environmental
resources of statewide significance with the additional benefit of regionally important
recreation significance. As indicated in the statement of significance of Roman Nose
State Park, this property is significant because “as one of the original seven state parks,
Roman Nose State Park is a part of the history of the Native Americans who settled the
area, helps to make everlasting memories for those visiting, and conserves significant
resources for a growing and encroaching population. We should preserve the natural
resources such as the Big Springs, beautiful gypsum hills, and original CCC structures
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and continue to provide other recreational opportunities for guests. As a natural,
cultural, and social resource in the Northwest Region of Oklahoma, Roman Nose State
Park contributes to the economy of the area and provides jobs for people in the
surrounding communities.”
2. Roman Nose State Park is feasible to manage within the agency and fits within the
mission of Oklahoma State Parks. Roman Nose State Park is the only Oklahoma State
Park offering a lodge, a golf course, and other park amenities west of I-35. The park
offers a quiet, nature-based recreation experience similar to those experiences available in
other state parks, augmented by the unique environment of the gypsum hills and natural
springs enhanced by the historic features from the Civilian Conservation Corps.
3. Roman Nose State Park with its lodge, golf course, and park fits within the mission of
OTRD. Oklahoma State Parks will conserve the natural, cultural, scenic, historic and
environmentally-based recreational resources within the park, and make them forever
available for the education and enjoyment of all people.
As a result, the research team recognizes the value of Roman Nose State Park as a state park.
Alternatives
A. Remove Roman Nose State Park from the assets managed by Oklahoma State Parks;
B. No change (maintain the current blend of human-made and natural resources for
recreational use).
Preferred alternative:
Alternative B: No change (maintain the current blend of human-made and natural resources
for recreational use).

Issue Statement 2: Reliability and safety of Lake Watonga dam
As presented in the RMP on pages 16 – 18, Lake Boecher and Lake Watonga are important
recreational, visual, and conservation assets within Roman Nose State Park. Lake Boecher is
identified as dam OK00113 by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board. This dam was constructed
in 1937, owned by the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, and is 400 feet long and
26 feet high. Further downstream and to the northeast, Lake Watonga is identified as dam
OK00115. This dam was constructed in 1955, owned by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation, and is 910 feet long and 33 feet high. Both dams are presently classified as “low
risk” by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board. This classification means “no probable loss of
human life and low economic loss” in the event of a breach. In addition, each dam is on an
inspection schedule for every five years.
Water levels in Lake Watonga have been reduced in recent years due to concerns for the integrity
of the dam. Although this dam safety is rated as “low risk” by the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board, the integrity of the dam is important for recreational values. Water depth and water
quality are important aspects of quality of the fishery as well as visual enhancement in a
recreational setting.
Charles Patterson, representing the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, provided
the following information regarding repairs to the Lake Watonga dam. As of early 2019, an
engineering firm has been under contract to present plans for repairs to permit normal water
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levels in Lake Watonga. If federal grant funds are available, totaling approximately $2 million,
the necessary repairs can be completed to meet Fish and Wildlife Department requirements. That
work could be completed within about one year from initiation of the project.
Alternatives
A. Work with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board and the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation to repair Lake Watonga dam and permit return to more desirable
water levels;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Work with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board and the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation to repair Lake Watonga dam and permit return to
more desirable water levels.

Issue Statement 3: Development and implementation of specific
management plans
In preparation of the updated Resource Management Plan, it became apparent that additional and
more specific management plans should be developed for Roman Nose State Park. Individual
resources and assets require expert analysis and management. Such resource management plans
should address: (1) vegetation, whether protected, desirable, or invasive and undesirable;
(2) pests which may include invasive species or those that adversely affect park management or
the experience of visitors; (3) archeology and history with a particular focus on those assets at
risk, including historical assets from the Civilian Conservation Corps; (4) pesticide and herbicide
use.
A vegetation management plan may include a prescribed burn plan to address invasive species
such as Eastern Red Cedar. However, a vegetation management plan may also address methods
to reduce other shrubs and undergrowth with adverse visual impact. A vegetation management
plan, when implemented, may also assist with management of other pests.
A pest management plan may be associated with a vegetation management plan, but may also
focus on additional fauna. Skunks, raccoons, armadillos, as well as ticks, and some reptiles may
adversely impact management of Roman Nose State Park for the recreational enjoyment of
visitors.
A BioBlitz (https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/bioblitz/), a program of the National
Geographic Society, could be scheduled and aid in both a vegetation assessment and an
assessment of pest species. A BioBlitz is designed to find and identify as many species as
possible in a specific setting to get a “snapshot of an environment’s biodiversity.”
An archeological assessment is timely in that many of the important Civilian Conservation Corps
assets are approaching a century in age. The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO, https://www.okhistory.org/shpo/shpom.htm) could coordinate an assessment and update
the materials from Weisiger, et.al. as cited in this RMP. It is possible that an archeological dig
may be necessary to excavate the known explosives bunker.
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Management at Roman Nose State Park suggested that it would be helpful to have a “Green
Plan” to address pesticide and herbicide use, as well as other activities that may have an
environmental footprint. Golf courses are known to introduce human impacts into modified
environments. However, that is equally true of campgrounds, lodges, equestrian activity, and
other human developments and activities present at Roman Nose State Park. Recycling is
“trendy” and generally seen as appropriate. A “Green Plan” for the property would be
appropriate. Such a plan may be desirable throughout the Oklahoma State Park system. At
present, parks such as McGee Creek State Park have specific requirements related to herbicides
and pesticides due to affiliation with federal property. Such plans could be a base from which to
develop relevant plans for other respective locations including Roman Nose State Park.
Alternatives
A. Host a BioBlitz event to assess flora and fauna to increase database on desirable and
undesirable species;
B. Work with the State Historic Preservation Office to assess resources, particularly those
from the Civilian Conservation Corps;
C. Develop a Green Plan appropriate to Roman Nose State Park;
D. No change – continue management as is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternatives A, B, and C: Host a BioBlitz in the near future; work with the SHPO to assess
important resources; develop a Green Plan appropriate to Roman Nose State Park.

Issue Statement 4: Qualified and dedicated employment pool
Efficiencies in operation are necessitated by budgetary conditions and demanded by good
management practices. Roman Nose State Park has operated over the past several years with a
minimal number of staff members and has relied upon the local employment pool. With the
limitation in staff, there has been a limitation in service and capacity to handle normal workload
let alone development of new tasks. This situation is not unique to Roman Nose State Park since
similar patterns are present at all of the parks. However, Roman Nose State Park is a premier
park, highly visible to the visiting public, and the only Oklahoma State Park with a lodge and
golf course west of I-35.
Increasing staff numbers is unlikely given the present economic and political environment. As a
result, creative strategies will be necessary to attract and prepare the next generation of state park
professionals. Properly qualified staff members could be achieved through utilization of
collegiate interns. Properly qualified interns could be employed for relatively low wage levels in
roles such as: (1) basic and essential park maintenance, (2) natural, cultural, and historic
interpretation, (3) office management, (4) out-reach and development of park-specific marketing
materials, and (5) other necessary duties. Interns would require supervision and oversight – to be
provided by an appropriate staff member. Interns would require housing – that could be available
on property. In addition, Roman Nose State Park is in a location, reasonably close to
Southwestern Oklahoma State University and easily accessible to Oklahoma City, that would be
attractive to intern candidates.
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Cooperative education agreements and internships could be arranged for persons in a variety of
disciplines, including (1) recreation, park, and leisure studies, (2) geography, (3) botany,
zoology, geology or other natural and physical sciences, (4) forestry, (5) environmental science
or environmental education, and (6) other disciplines as appropriate. OTRD and Oklahoma State
Parks would benefit greatly from such agreements, as would participants in the internship
experience. Such an educational role is essential and appropriate for OTRD.
Alternatives
A. Develop and sustain agreements for qualified internships;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A: Develop and sustain agreements for qualified internships.

Issue Statement 5: Change among rangers toward a “law enforcement”
focus
Although this issue was raised specifically related to Roman Nose State Park, it is a system-wide
consideration that would involve job descriptions and classifications of state employees.
Historically, park rangers, especially as perceived within the National Park Service, have been
the face and voice of respective parks. Park rangers have been the interface between the visitors
and the host environment. With changes in society, changes in behavior, and resultant demands
placed upon agencies such as Oklahoma State Parks, the duties associated with park rangers have
shifted from resource interpretation and protection to visitor management and law enforcement.
As stated earlier, law enforcement authority for Oklahoma State Park Rangers is authorized by
state statute (Title 74 § 2216, 2005); thus, the legal foundation for the authority and
responsibility associated with a park ranger is well established. Roman Nose State Park currently
has one CLEET-certified ranger. It would be impractical to expand the duties for that one law
enforcement officer.
If the Division of State Parks desires to expand or augment the duties associated with a state park
ranger, that will require an agency-wide, administrative action. It can likely be accomplished
within existing legislation; however, such expansion or augmentation would likely require
additional, properly-trained personnel. Such additional personnel will require additional funding.
All Oklahoma State Parks would benefit from additional properly-trained personnel who can
enhance the experience for the visitor through interpretation, resource protection, and education.
Alternatives
A. Initiate and expand agency-wide discussion of the role of park rangers and additional
personnel focused on interpretation, resource protection, and education;
B. If Oklahoma State Parks responds positively to Alternative A, seek additional funding to
support such personnel;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
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Preferred alternative:
Alternative A and Alternative B: Initiate and expand agency-wide discussion of the role of
park rangers and additional personnel focused on interpretation, resource protection, and
education; if Oklahoma State Parks responds positively to Alternative A, seek additional
funding to support such personnel.

Issue Statement 6: Update and replace multiple lift stations
Waste management for Roman Nose State Park is addressed in the RMP. Due to elevation
change, soils, hydrology and other factors multiple lift stations are necessary to move human
waste from certain areas within the park to more appropriate locations for treatment. Requests in
the 2016 CIP list, ID#4513 (Turkey Roost Group Camp) and ID#4517 (Lodge, cottages/cabins,
Group Camp 2 at Deer Run) addressed updating and replacement of multiple lift stations
associated with these specific areas. It appears these requests have been authorized and funded.
Some of the lift station work has been completed, including the lift station at Turkey Roost
Group Camp and the one at the cottages/cabins area. An emergency project was completed in
2018 to replace the lift station at the Lodge. Several other lift stations are in need of replacement.
These improvements must comply with DEQ regulations.
As indicated in the RMP, multiple means of waste treatment are employed at Roman Nose State
Park. The soils, water levels, and topography limit the viability of septic systems and require
significant engineering for lagoons. However, all areas within Roman Nose State Park should be
upgraded to the most appropriate and efficient waste management system.
Alternatives
A. Upgrade and replace multiple lift stations as requested;
B. Upgrade all current waste management within the park to the most appropriate and
efficient system available and affordable;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternatives A and B: Upgrade and replace multiple lift stations as requested; Upgrade all
current waste management within the park to the most appropriate and efficient
system available and affordable.

Issue Statement 7: Turkey Roost Group Camp
During preparation of the RMP, park management cited change in use patterns for Turkey Roost
Group Camp. These use patterns reflect societal change with reduction in youth participation in
outdoor activities (see Last Child in the Woods). These use patterns also reflect change in the
expectations of the public related to level of service provided for overnight lodging. The group
camps are perceived as “too rustic” or too rough to meet current demands.
As requested in ID#4513 of the 2016 CIP list, park management has identified significant
improvements to Turkey Roost Group Camp. These improvements included: (1) Renovate all
structures in Group Camp and upgrade sewage lift station; (2) Install central heat and air in
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cabins; (3) Replace windows and doors in cabins for energy efficiency. While the 2016 CIP list
indicates ID#4513 has been funded, the improvements have not been made. If Turkey Roost
Group Camp is no longer viable, these improvements should not be completed.
The discussions with park management did indicate that the community building within Turkey
Roost Group Camp remains as an important asset. If the community building has value, it should
be renovated. If the cabins are no longer viable, they should be removed for safety of visitors and
visual appearance of the portion of Roman Nose State Park.
Alternatives
A. Determine the value and future of Turkey Roost Group Camp; once determined, initiate
appropriate action to achieve that desired future.
B. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Determine the value and future of Turkey Roost Group Camp; once
determined, initiate appropriate action to achieve that desired future.

Issue Statement 8: Loss and degradation of historic structures
Roman Nose State Park has a number of structures and features with distinctive historic value
within its boundaries. The structures include several CCC structures in the Three Springs area
and scattered throughout the park. Many of the original structures remain structurally sound, and
the surrounding area needs attention to make them fully usable. These are addressed in Issue
Statement 3 and require a professional assessment.
Other structures have been damaged by flooding, collapse, or inattention, or are deteriorating
from lack of maintenance. Recognizable structures include the bathhouse in the Three Springs
area, a picnic pavilion near the Deer Run area, and the community building in the Oakerhater
area; some structures are walkways or stairways; other structures exist as rubble and are no
longer identifiable. Members of the park staff expressed concern about the loss of these historic
properties and a desire to restore and use appropriate structures.
Historic structures in any park provide opportunities for education and interpretation; these
features enhance the value of a park experience. School groups, families, and visitors with an
understanding of the local history are attracted by and benefit from interaction with such
facilities.
Alternatives
A. Contact the State Historic Preservation Office to determine the historic and cultural value
of the various structures with the intent to undertake engineering evaluation for
restoration;
B. Demolish and remove the structures to reduce associated risks and adverse visual impact;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
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Preferred alternative:
Alternative A: Contact the State Historic Preservation Office to determine the historic and
cultural value of the various structures with the intent to undertake engineering evaluation
for restoration. This has been completed.
If restoration is not possible, then Alternative B should be implemented. Demolish or remove
the structures to reduce associated risks and adverse visual impact.

Issue Statement 9: Aesthetic qualities of the park and access corridors
Entry corridors and visual panoramas are important factors in perceptions of visitors and guests
to Roman Nose State Park, as they are in most park settings. At present the entry corridors are
rural environments with limited development and few visual intrusions. The major visual
pollution along the entry corridors and within the park is the result of overhead power lines and
telephone lines.
Staff reported that an astronomy club with an established, long-standing practice of visiting
Roman Nose State Park for observation of the night sky has opted to utilize another location.
This has been attributed to light pollution, possibly from the nearby prison when it is operating.
A park setting can be adversely affected by light pollution, even within the park from light
generated on property (e.g., security lighting, building lights).
Roman Nose State Park is bordered by private property except on the north and east where state
Indian Trust and game management lands surround a portion of Lake Watonga. On the hill
overlooking Lake Watonga and beyond the property owned by the state wildlife unit, private
homes can be seen along the crest of the ridge. At present these homes are visible, but not
unsightly. However, the visual intrusion into the park setting does detract from the natural
features and the outdoor park experience. In addition, private ownership of this property includes
the possibility that changes in use or structures could become incompatible with the desired
experience at Roman Nose State Park.
Alternatives
A. Consider acquisition of properties adjoining Roman Nose State Park and those that are
visible from the lodge;
B. Seek to reduce visual pollution along rights-of-way and throughout the park;
C. No change – continue management as it is.
Preferred alternatives:
Alternatives A and B: Consider acquisition of properties adjoining Roman Nose State Park
and those that are visible from the lodge; and seek to reduce visual pollution along
rights-of-way and throughout the park
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Issue Statement 10: Interpretive services at Roman Nose
Roman Nose State Park offers a wealth of
natural, cultural, historic, ecological, and
Figure 4.1 – David
environmental opportunities for
Pendleton Oakerhater
interpretation to visitors and guests.
Interpretation is commonly defined as “an
educational activity designed to reveal
meaning through the use of firsthand experience and
original objects” in appropriate settings. It involves story
telling through verbal/auditory, kinesthetic/tactile, and
visual means. During the visitor assessment of Oklahoma
State Parks (Caneday & Jordan, 2003), visitors indicated
a desire to learn about how to properly utilize a state
park—this is part of the educational activity that occurs
through interpretation.
At present, interpretive programs occur on a regular basis at only one state park (Alabaster
Caverns State Park) west of the I-35 corridor in Oklahoma. The richness of the Roman Nose
State Park history and ecosystem demands interpretation. An example of this history includes
David Pendleton Oakerhater as discussed earlier and shown in Figure 4.1
(https://library.okstate.edu/search-and-find/collections/digital-collections/david-pendletonoakerhater/). The history surrounding the formation, development, and personalities related to
Roman Nose State Park can help visitors understand the intricate culture in western Oklahoma.
In addition, the unique canyon and geological structures lend themselves well to interpretive
efforts. Further, interpretation can aid in visitor education about human interactions with the
natural environment in recreational settings.
The area south of the flooding along Bitter Creek, which is evolving into a complex wetland
environment, provides an appropriate setting for an interpretive center. Such action would
require demolition of the former community building, restoration of the restrooms in that area,
and access development. This location would allow for interpretive opportunities related to the
unique features of the crosstimbers environment; the development of wetlands; the role of
springs, creeks, and human modified environments; the night sky; the history of the American
Indian in this geographic area, patterns of life, and interactions of contrasting cultures on the
plains.
In addition to interpreting the natural and cultural geography onsite, interpretive programming
includes community outreach through off-site, off-season activities. In particular, off-site, offseason interpretive programs offered in surrounding schools provide the opportunity to build
interest in and a commitment to the park and its environment, while properly educating the park
visitor of the future.
Alternatives
A. Develop an interpretive center, employ appropriate and qualified professional
interpreters, and develop and deliver interpretive programs fitting for the ecology,
environment, history, culture and activities related to Roman Nose State Park and the
surrounding area;
B. No change – continue management as it is.
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Preferred alternatives:
Alternative A: Develop an interpretive center, employ appropriate and qualified professional
interpreters, and develop and deliver interpretive programs fitting for the ecology,
environment, history, culture and activities related to Roman Nose State Park and the
surrounding area
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Auto-Walking Tour of
Roman Nose State Park’s
Historic Structures
A guide to some of Roman Nose
A guide to some of Roman Nose State Park’s
distinctive and irreplaceable historic structures.

Introduction
President Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” program in
1933 gave meaningful work to millions of unemployed
Americans. Through the New Deal, roads, bridges and dams
were built; forests and shelter-belts were planted; and city,
state and national park facilities, were constructed. The
New Deal provided the impetus for the development of
Oklahoma’s first state parks. Roman Nose State Park has the
distinction of being one of those parks that was built during
the New Deal era of the 1930’s.
One of the most important programs within Roosevelt’s
New Deal was the Civilian Conservation Corps. The
chief purposes of the CCC were to conserve the nation’s
natural resources and to provide jobs and job training for
unemployed youth. Through the combined talents and
hard work of National Park Service architects, Civilian
Conservation Corps enrollees, and U.S. Army camp
supervisors, new parks were built throughout America.
Seizing on this historic opportunity for New Deal projects,
the citizens of Watonga passed a bond issue so that Roman
Nose State Park, along with a city park, post office and
National Guard armory could all be built. Park development
began in 1935. Like most CCC camps, Camp #2819 consisted
of about 200 unmarried, men between the ages of 18 and 25.
Each enrollee received a monthly wage of $30, of which $25
was sent home to help their family.
Work began on Roman Nose State Park in September,
1935. Although the park was officially opened in 1937,
major facilities like the swimming pool and picnic pavilion
were not completed until 1938. In addition to the pool and
pavilion, the CCC also built over 5 miles of park roads, 14
check dams on Bitter Creek, picnic tables, a water supply
and sewage disposal system for the park. They planted
thousands of tree and shrub seedlings, 4 miles of fence and
a firebreak around the park boundary. This camp closed in
1942 as the young men of the CCC joined the U.S. Military
during World War II.

Roman Nose, as well as other park facilities of this region,
were designed by Herbert Maier and his team of architects,
engineers and landscape designers. Based on his design
work in the 1920’s at Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and
Yosemite National Parks, Maier was highly acclaimed for
his “rustic” park structures. Maier’s buildings were made of
native stone and large timbers. They were designed so as to
blend into the landscape.

L. to R. Dr. Bumpus,
Kenneth Charley and
Herbert Maier at Norris
Museum Construction
within Yellowstone National
Park, 1929. Courtesy of the
National Parks Service.
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Description of the Auto and Walking Tour
This tour highlights some of Roman Nose State Park’s historic
CCC structures.
Those facilities that are easily viewed from a car or that have a
hard-surfaced walkway are listed in this pamphlet as (Easy View).
Before walking up to picnic pavilions and group camp facilities,
please check with the park office to determine if these facilities are
already being used by other park guests. If they are rented, please
do not walk near to the buildings.
For Your Safety
Please be careful as you stop your vehicle and walk to
each viewing station. Park your vehicle off of the roadway.
Always be alert to traffic and never let children walk
unattended. Always keep children at your side.
Station No. 1 Park Entrance Sign
This distinctive entrance sign was designed by Gordon
Janecek, the National Park Service’s landscape architect for
this park. The sign, which honors the Southern Cheyenne
tribal leader, Henry
Roman Nose, is made of
dolomite rock, concrete
and steel. The CCC’s built
the sign in 1942. Under
the direction of park
manager Leon Hightower,
this sign was restored by
park staff in 2000.
(Easy View)
Station No. 2 Deer Run Picnic Area
Portions of this picnic area were built by the CCC. Notice
the native stone that lines the parking areas. Several of
the concrete picnic tables and fire rings are also CCC
constructed. (Easy View)

Station No. 3 Oakerhater Community Building
The CCC’s built this community building. Less visible are
a CCC bridge and culvert that are within this group camp.
Although modernized, the comfort station is also a CCC
structure. This community building is named in honor of
David Pendleton Oakerhater, a Southern Cheyenne Indian.
David Oakerhater was the first Native American in Oklahoma
to be ordained as an Episcopal deacon. (Easy View)
Station No. 4 Bathhouse
This CCC-built pool bathhouse is the most impressive historic
structure in this park. Unlike many of the CCC structures in
eastern Oklahoma
that have a woodsy
look, the National
Park Service
architects wanted
their park buildings
in western
Oklahoma to have
a Southwestern
appearance. This
bathhouse is an
excellent example
of this design
theme. The building’s horizontal line and careful use of native
stone reflect the style of architectural design called SpanishPueblo Revival. (Easy View)
Station No. 5
Park Swimming
Pool
Although
updated to meet
current standards,
this swimming
pool maintains
its character as a
CCC structure.

Throughout the pool
and bathhouse area
are other examples of
CCC craftsmanship.
The parking lot for
this pool, walkways,
water hydrants,
metal signs, culverts
and boulders that
are skillfully placed
throughout this
landscape are all of
CCC construction.
(Easy View)
Station No. 6 Big Spring
As you walk along the stream that
flows from Big Spring, notice the
boulders that line the streambank.
Although they appear to be
occurring naturally, each stone was
put in place by the CCC. By the
careful use of dolomite boulders,
numerous small waterfalls occur all
along the stream. The CCC also built
small check-dams that reduced soil
erosion into the stream and lake.
Station No. 7 Picnic Pavilion
Near one of the
smaller springs is a
beautiful, CCC picnic
pavilion. As with all
of the National Park
Service designed
facilities in this park,
this pavilion blends
into the natural
surroundings.

Interested in the Restoration and Preservation
of this Park’s Historic Structures?
Contact Oklahoma State Parks at
(405) 230-8300
to find out ways that you can help to preserve
these irreplaceable structures.

Thank you for providing us your feedback
about State Parks’ Heart Healthy Trails.
1. Which State Park’s Heart Healthy Trail did you walk?

Oklahoma State Parks
Invites You to Take a Walk
on a Heart Healthy Trail.

2. How many times during your visit did you walk this Heart
Healthy Trail?
3. Any comments or suggestions about the trail or this wellness
program?

4. Do you already walk for wellness as part of your weekly routine?
5. Do you think that you might begin walking for wellness once you
return home?
Thank you for sending us your response. By email, use the
Feedback Form on the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation
Department’s website:
www.TravelOK.com
or by mailing your comments (anonymous is fine) to:
Oklahoma State Parks
P.O. Box 52002
Oklahoma City, OK 73152-2002

Made possible by
a grant from the

Walking Log
Use this “Walking Log” to keep track of the date, distance and time
it took for your walk.
Always check with your physician before starting a new physical
activity program.

DATE		

DISTANCE		

TIME

Hold a Hand
Help a Heart
		...Just Walk!

Whether you are walking in an Oklahoma State Park or a
pathway that is in your community, make walking a part of
your weekly routine.

Hold a hand, help a heart. Just Walk!

Oklahoma State Parks’
Heart Healthy Trails
Oklahoma State Parks’ Heart Healthy Trail program consist of
paved trails and nature/hiking trails that are of easy to moderate
difficulty.
These trails are marked by Heart Healthy Trail signs. Distance
markers are placed at 1/4 mile intervals along the right hand side
of the trail.

State Parks with Heart Healthy Trails
Alabaster Caverns State Park
Bernice Area, Grand Lake State Park
Boiling Springs State Park
Great Plains State Park
Great Salt Plains State Park
Fort Cobb State Park
Foss State Park
Lake Murray State Park
Lake Texoma State Park
Lake Thunderbird State Park
Lake Wister State Park
Red Rock Canyon State Park
Roman Nose State Park

Welcome to Roman Nose State Park’s
Heart Healthy Trail
The Three Springs Loop Trail is this park’s Heart Healthy
Trail. This trail connects the picnic area with Big and Middle
Springs and the CCC Pavilion. The trail is easy to walk and
has a one-way distance of approximately 0.25 mile.

The multi-use trail located at the stables is open to equestrian,
hiking, and mountain biking. This trail is approximately 2.75
miles in length and is an easy hike.
Four interconnected trails totaling approximately 8.0 miles
located on the western side of Roman Nose State Park (two
for hiking, mountain biking and equestrian use, and two for
hiking and mountain biking only) range from beginner to
intermediate skill levels and provide an additional challenge.
Lake Loop Trail: Open for hiking and mountain biking only.
Mesa Loop Trail: This trail is open for equestrian use as well as
hiking and mountain biking.
Lakeshore Loop Trail: Open to hikers, mountain bikers and
equestrian use.
Black Loop Trail: Starting at the southeast edge of the Lakeshore
Loop, the Black Loop is a hiking and biking only trail. This trail
provides more challenging terrain in and around a canyon.

Trail maps are available at the Park Office.
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TENT CAMPING
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STABLES

THREE
SPRINGS
TRAIL

RIDING STABLES
TRAIL
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RIDING
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Species

Most Likely Season(s) of Occurrence
Spring

Summer

Fall

Species

Winter

Songbirds (cont.)

Most Likely Season(s) of Occurrence
Spring

Summer

Fall

Winter

Eastern Screech Owl

X

X

X

X

Great Horned Owl

X

X

X

X
X

Owls and Goatsuckers

Orchard Oriole

X

X

Blue Grosbeak

X

X

Dickcissel

X

X

Indigo Bunting

X

X

Barred Owl

X

X

X

Painted Bunting

X

X

Common Nighthawk

X

X

X

Eastern Bluebird

X

X

Chuck-will's-widow

X

X

Mountain Bluebird

X

Eastern Phoebe

X

X

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

X

X

Red-tailed Hawk

X

X

X

X

Great Crested Flycatcher

X

X

American Kestrel

X

X

X

X

Ash-throated Flycatcher

X

X

Northern Harrier

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Raptors

Western Kingbird

X

X

X

Mississippi Kite

Eastern Kingbird

X

X

X

Sharp-Shinned Hawk

X

X

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

X

X

Swainson's Hawk

X

X
X

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

X

Cooper's Hawk

X

X

X

Red-eyed Vireo

X

X

X
X

Turkey Vulture

X

X

X

Bell's Vireo

X

X

X

Osprey

X

Black-capped Vireo

X

X
X

X

X

X

Wading Birds

Yellow-rumped Warbler

X

Yellow Warbler

X

X

Great Blue Heron

X

X

X

Black and white Warbler

X

X

Little Blue Heron

X

X

X

Barn Swallow

X

X

Green Heron

X

X

X
X

Chimney Swift

X

X

X

Great Egret

X

X

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

X

X

X

Snowy Egret

X

X

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

X

X

X

Cattle Egret

X

X

X

Black-crowned Night-Heron

X

X

X

Upland Birds and Game Birds
Mourning Dove

X

X

X

X

Bobwhite Quail

X

X

X

X

Wild Turkey

X

X

X

X

Greater Roadrunner

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Crow
American Crow

X

Roman Nose
State Park
Birding Guide

Welcome to Roman Nose State Park
Roman Nose State Park is a great place
to observe birds. Forests of hardwood
and redcedar trees, prairie
grassland, and wetland
habitats are all present
within this park. These varied
habitats provide food and
shelter for different kinds of
birds.
Likewise, canyons within this park
provide shelter from the summer’s hot sun
and the winter’s cold winds.
This guide identiﬁes bird species that are normally
seen here. However, each year brings unexpected
arrivals to Roman Nose State Park. A good ﬁeld
guide will help you to identify common birds, as well
as those that occasionally visit this park.
Things That You Need For Birdwatching
1) A ﬁeld guide to birds.
2) A pair of binoculars.
3) Patience. Stop, look and listen. Birds can be
observed in picnic and campground areas, as
well as on park trails.

Things Roman Nose State Park Does Not Need
1) Litter. Please help to keep the park clean.

Species

2) Unhappy wildlife. Please don’t chase, catch or
harm wildlife. Keep pets on a leash. Don’t remove
wildﬂowers and other plants; leave them for others to
enjoy.

Songbirds

Additional Opportunities for Bird Watching
The Great Plains Trail Guide contains information
about many other wildlife viewing areas that are located
within fairly close proximity to Roman Nose State Park.
Nearby Canton Lake is one example of another good
place to observe birds.
We hope that you have a most enjoyable visit.

Most Likely Season(s) of Occurrence
Spring

Summer

Fall

Winter

Northern Cardinal

X

X

X

X

Blue Jay

X

X

X

X

Northern Mockingbird

X

X

X

X

Carolina Chickadee

X

X

X

X

Tufted Titmouse

X

X

X

X

American Robin

X

X

X

X

Downy Woodpecker

X

X

X

X

Northern Flicker

X

X

X

Red-bellied Woodpecker

X

X

X

X

Red-headed Woodpecker

X

X

X

X
X

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Eastern Meadowlark

X

X

X

X

Red-winged Blackbird

X

X

X

X

European Starling

X

X

X

X

Brown-headed Cowbird

X

X

X

X

Common Grackle

X

X

X

X

House Sparrow

X

X

X

X

Carolina Wren

X

X

X

X

Bewick's Wren

X

X

X

X

House Wren

X

X
X

American Goldﬁnch

X

X

X

Purple Finch

X

X

X

House Finch

X

X

X

Cedar Waxwing

X

X

X

Dark-eyed Junco

X

X

X

Harris's Sparrow

X

X

X

White-crowned Sparrow

X

X

X

White-throated Sparrow

X

X

X

Lark Sparrow

X

X

X

Field Sparrow

X

X

X

X

Grasshopper Sparrow

X

X
X

X

Song Sparrow

X

Vesper Sparrow

X

American Tree Sparrow

X

Baltimore Oriole

X

X

X
X

X

X

